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Would-be  Promgoer 
To  Sue  High  School 


Compiled  by  Denise  Sudell 
CUMBERLAND,  RI  —  An 
18-year-old  gay  man,  denied  per¬ 
mission  to  attend  his  senior  prom 
with  another  young  man,  will  file 
suit  against  his  high  school  in 
federal  district  court  in  Provi¬ 
dence  on  Monday,  May  12. 

The  suit  seeks  an  injunction 
ordering  officials  of  Cumberland 
High  School  here  to  allow  Aaron 
Fricke,  a  Cumberland  High 
senior,  to  attend  the  May  30  prom 
with  Paul  Guilbert,  a  former 
Cumberland  High  student  who 
became  the  focus  of  national 
publicity  last  year  when  he  too 
attempted  to  attend  Cumberland’s 
prom  with  another  man  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  6,  No.  39). 

Fricke  attempted  to  purchase 
tickets  to  his  prom  for  himself  and 
Guilbert  in  mid-April.  School  re¬ 
gulations  require  that  the  ticket 
seller  register  the  names  of  both 
the  ticket  buyer  and  her/his  date 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of 
prom  tickets.  When  it  was  learned 
that  Fricke’s  intended  escort  was 
another  man,  he  was  denied  per¬ 
mission  to  purchase  the  tickets  by 
Cumberland  High  principal 
Richard  P.  Lynch. 

Lynch  wrote  Fricke  a  letter  stat¬ 
ing  that  he  was  “denying  your  re¬ 
quest  for  the  following  reasons: 
“1)  the  real  and  present  threat 
of  physical  harm  to  you,  your 
male  escort,  and  others; 

“2)  the  adverse  effect  upon 
your  classmates,  other  students, 

the  school  and  the  town  of 

Cumberland,  which  is  certain  to 
follow  approval  of  such  a  re¬ 
quest  for  overt  homosexual 
interaction,  male  or  female,  at  a 
class  function; 

“3)  since  the  dance  is  being  held 
out  of  state  [in  Sutton,  Mass.] 
and  this  is  a  function  of  the 
students  of  Cumberland  High 
School,  the  school  department 
is  powerless  to  ensure  protec¬ 
tion  [there];  that  protection 
would  be  necessary  for  pro¬ 
perty,  as  well  as  persons,  and 
would  expose  all  concerned  for 
liability  which  might  occur; 

“4)  it  is  a  long-standing  school 
policy  that  no  unescorted 
student,  male  or  female,  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  attend.  To  enforce 
this  policy,  the  student  must 
identify  his  or  her  escort  before 
the  committee  will  sell  the 
ticket.” 

According  to  John  Ward,  who, 
along  with  Lynette  Labinger,  is 
representing  Fricke  in  the  case,  the 


student  approached  him  after  he 
(Fricke)  had  received  the  letter 
denying  him  permission  to  attend 
the  prom. 

Ward  told  GCN  that  Fricke’s 
suit  charges  that  Lynch’s  denial  of 
permission  was  “a  violation  of  his 
(Fricke’s)  rights  under  the  First 
Amendment,  to  freedom  of  assoc¬ 
iation  and  of  expression.  I  regard 
his  actions  as  a  highly  political 
statement  that’s  being  censored 
because  of  its  content.” 

The  attorneys  hope  to  obtain  an 
injunction  before  the  time  of  the 
prom.  “I’m  certainly  going  to 
bend  every  effort  in  that  direc¬ 
tion,”  Ward  said.  “The  whole 
point  is  that  he  has  every  right  to 
attend  the  prom,  and  that  he 
would  suffer  irreparable  harm  if 
he  didn’t.”  He  said  that  if  such  an 
injunction  is  obtained,  and  school 
officials  refused  to  honor  it,  they 
would  be  in  contempt  of  court, 
and  “would  face  substantial  fines 
—  even  jail.” 

However,  if  they  are  unable  to 
obtain  the  injunction  in  time  to 
allow  Fricke  to  attend  the  prom. 
Ward  said  that  they  would  con¬ 
tinue  the  suit  and  ask  for 
damages.  He  said  he  had  not  yet 
consulted  with  Fricke  as  to  the 
amount  of  damages  that  would  be 
sought. 

Fricke’s  suit  is  being  backed  by 
the  Rhode  Island  Gay  Task  Force. 
According  to  Task  Force  spokes¬ 
person  John  Gaffney,  “We  be¬ 
lieve  that  this  case  raises  a  very 
serious  constitutional  issue,  which 
goes  to  the  whole  issue  of  whether 
or  not  the  state  can  discriminate 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

“And  we  think  that  Aaron  this 
year,  and  Paul  last  year,  are 
genuine  heroes,  because  they’re 
fighting  for  something  that  is  very 
basic,  that  1  think  a  lot  of  us 
would  have  liked  to  have  been 
able  to  do  years  ago,  but  because 
times  and  things  were  different, 
could  not.  But  they’re  standing  up 
now,  and  it’s  very  important,  I 
think,  for  all  of  us.” 

Guilbert,  who  now  attends  a 
public  high  school  in  New  York 
City,  was  also  denied  permission 
to  attend  the  prom  with  a  male 
escort  by  Lynch  in  spring  1979. 
No  suit  was  filed  in  his  case, 
however,  because  he  was  only  17, 
not  yet  a  legal  adult,  and  his 
parents  refused  to  grant  per¬ 
mission  for  him  to  sue.  His  case 
received  national  attention. 

“Paul  went  through  real  hell 
Continued  on  Page  6 


Ellen  Shub 

SP-USA  presidential  candidate  David  McReynolds  was  among  those  arrested  at  the  Pentagon  during  the 

anti-nuclear  action  April  28. 

‘Integrationist’  Gay  Man 
SP-USA  Presidential  Pick 


Compiled  by  Warren  Blumenfeld 

MILWAUKE,  WI  —  An  open¬ 
ly  gay  man  is  running  as  the 
presidential  candidate  of  the 
Socialist  Party,  USA. 

David  McReynolds  was  unani¬ 
mously  nominated  by  the  party  at 
a  February  special  convention  at 
which  party  members  voted  3  to  1 
to  run  a  presidential  candidate. 

McReynolds,  a  long-standing 
openly  gay  civil  activist,  is  a 
member  of  the  National  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Socialist  Party,  USA; 
co-secretary  of  the  War  Resister’s 
League,  a  pacifist  group  dedicated 
to  the  eradication  of  all  wars;  and 
a  member  of  the  editorial  board  of 
WIN  Magazine,  a  pacifist  pub¬ 
lication.  He  has  been  arrested 
more  than  a  dozen  times  in  labor, 
civil  rights,  and  peace  actions.  In 
1952  he  refused  induction  during 
the  Korean  War  and  helped  lead 
the  anti-war  movement  during  the 
Vietnam  period. 

GCN  contacted  McReynolds  in 
his  New  York  City  office  for  his 
position  on  gay  and  lesbian  rights. 
He  stated  that  he  was  one  of  the 
first  leftists  to  come  out  in  support 
of  gay  rights  back  in  1969  when 
he,  in  association  with  Paul 


Montana  Papers  Pull  Ad 


Compiled  by  Bennett  Klein 

MISSOULA,  MT  —  As  a  re¬ 
sult  of  a  threatend  boycott,  two 
Kalispell-area  newspapers,  the 
Hungry  Horse  News  and  the 
Whitefish  Pilot,  have  refused  to 
renew  a  classified  ad  submitted  by 
a  local  gay  rights  organization. 
Out  In  Montana  (OIM). 

The  Pilot  initially  accepted  the 
ad  on  February  21,  and  ran  it  for 
three  weeks.  But  the  News  re¬ 
jected  it,  saying  that  it  was  a  hoax, 
in  spite  of  a  reciprocal  agreement 
whereby  an  ad  appearing  in  one 
paper  automatically  runs  for  free 
in  the  other. 

The  Pilot,  in  addition,  pub¬ 
lished  a  February  28  feature  on 
OIM,  headlined  “25-Member  Gay 
Coalition  Begins  Locally.” 

On  March  13,  the  News  reversed 
its  position,  and  ran  the  ad  for 
three  weeks.  In  deciding  to  pub¬ 


lish  the  classified,  news  editor 
Brian  Kennedy  paraphrased  Vol¬ 
taire’s  famous  dictum,  saying  that 
disagreements  with  content  should 
not  prevent  freedom  of  expres¬ 
sion. 

However,  an  effort  by  OIM  to 
renew  the  ad  on  April  22  was  re¬ 
buffed  by  both  papers,  largely  in 
reaction  to  public  opposition 
during  the  initial  run.  A  coalition 
of  “concerned  citizens”  in  the 
Hungry  Horse  area  had  circulated 
a  petition  urging  the  boycott  of 
not  only  the  newspapers,  but  of 
any  business  advertising  in  the 
News,  the  Pilot,  or  a  third  paper, 
the  Kalispell  Weekly  News,  which 
has  carried  the  ad  continuously 
since  February  21. 

Kennedy  told  GCN  that  the 
group  would  not  reveal  the 
number  of  signatures  it  had  col¬ 
lected.  In  addition,  the  Pilot  re¬ 


ceived  several  letters  opposed  to 
the  ad.  Both  Kennedy  and  Pilot 
editor  Bill  Kunner  estimate  public 
opposition  to  the  ad  to  be  around 
75  percent. 

Kennedy  said  he  refused  the 
renewal  because  “what  you  (gays) 
do  is  immoral.  I’m  totally  against 
it.  As  far  as  my  supporting  a  gay 
group  here,  there’s  no  place  for  it 
in  Montana.” 

The  Pilot’s  Kunner  claimed  he 
was  in  favor  of  freedom  of  expres¬ 
sion,  but  countered,  “We  ran  the 
ad  and  did  a  feature  article  on  the 
gay  community  because  it  caught 
my  attention.  It’s  something  the 
public  should  know,  and  now  they 
know.  There’s  no  reason  to  go  any 
further  into  it.”  Kunner  left  open 
the  possibility  that  he  might  re¬ 
consider  his  position  in  the  future, 
“but  right  now  it’s  not  in  the  best 
Continued  on  page  14 


Goodman,  wrote  an  article  for 
WIN  Magazine  affirming  the 
rights  of  gay  people.  However,  he 
made  it  clear  that  he  is  not  going 
to  run  as  the  candidate  of  gay 
liberation.  In  a  recent  press  release 
he  wrote,  “I  think  the  arms  race, 
racism,  unemployment,  are  much 
more  urgent  questions.  But  I  will 
not  hide  who  or  what  I  am.” 

In  a  letter  to  GCN  he  admitted, 
“Some  in  the  gay  community  who 
believe  gays  should  run  for  office 
may  wish  I  hadn’t.  I  don’t  think 
gays  are  sick  —  and  I  don’t  think 
we  are  healthier.  I  don’t  think  gay 
is  better  —  it  just  is,  and  doesn’t 
need  a  defense  as  better  or  healthi¬ 
er.  1  suppose  1  am  an  integration¬ 
ist  on  this  issue.  The  fact  remains, 
I  am  homosexual.  I  am  not  in  the 
closet.  I  and  the  Socialist  Party  — 
emphatically  defend  the  rights  of 
sexual  freedom.” 

McReynolds  emphasized  that 
he  would  like  to  have  the  support 
of  gay  men  and  lesbians  who  have 
a  leftist  orientation.  However,  he 
maintained,  “I  don’t  think  gays 
should  support  me  just  because 
I’m  gay,  just  like  I  don’t  feel 
blacks  should  automatically 
support  black  candidates  just 
because  the  candidate  is  black  or 
women  support  a  candidate  just 
because  she  is  a  woman.  You  have 
to  believe  in  what  the  candidate 
and  the  party  stand  for.” 

In  previous  elections,  the 
Socialist  Party,  USA  has  run 
Norman  Thomas  and  Eugene  V. 
Debs  for  president.  The  goals  of 
the  party  in  this  election,  as  stated 
in  the  preamble  of  the  party 
platform,  include,  “.  .  .  the 
immediate  halt  in  preparation  for 
war;  disarmament  for  survival; 
the  development  of  safe  energy 
programs;  and  a  full-employment 
economy  .  .  .  Our  aim  is  the  social 
ownership  and  democratic  control 
of  the  major  means  of  production 
and  distribution;  ...  the  eradica¬ 
tion  of  race  and  sex  discrimina¬ 
tion;  and  the  recognition  of  the 
right  of  every  individual  to 
maximum  personal  development, 
health  care,  economic  security, 
and  the  humane  use  of  science  and 
technology.” 

Specifically  the  party  is  calling 
for  the  decommission  of  all 


nuclear  power  plants,  no  draft  or 
draft  registration,  immediate  25% 
cut  in  military  spending,  public 
ownership  of  major  corporations, 
and  a  strong  federal  program  for 
solar  power. 

Running  with  McReynolds  in 
the  vice  presidential  slot  is  Sister 
Diane  Drufenbrock,  a  Catholic 
nun,  who  teaches  in  Milwaukee 
and  is  the  national  treasurer  of 
the  Socialist  Party.  McReynolds 
stated  that  he  and  Drufenbrock 
are  in  agreement  on  the  major 
issues  of  the  campaign  even 
though  their  religious  assumptions 
are  very  different  —  he  being  an 
atheist.  At  press  time,  despite 
Pope  John  Paul  IPs  pronounce¬ 
ment  that  no  Roman  Catholic 
clergy  were  permitted  to  run  for 
public  office,  Drufenbrock  had 
received  no  instructions  concern¬ 
ing  her  candidacy  from  the  Vati¬ 
can. 

Concerning  his  chances  for 
success  in  the  upcoming  primaries 
and  general  election,  McReynolds 
is  optimistic.  Running  against  Gus 
Hall  of  the  Communist  Party  and 
Earl  Gardner  of  Newfane  in  the 
recent  Vermont  Liberty  Union 
Party  primary,  McReynolds 
polled  34%  of  the  vote. 
McReynolds  and  the  Socialist 
Party,  USA  are  hopeful  that  they 
will  be  included  on  10-15  state 
ballots  in  the  general  election  in 
November. 

Even  though  chances  of  win¬ 
ning  the  election  are  slim,  he 
hopes  that  his  party’s  influence 
will  be  felt.  According  to 
McReynolds  in  the  March  15, 
1980  issue  of  WIN,  "...  we  have 
never  been  taught  how  important 
a  role  minor  parties  have  played  in 
American  life.  Minor  parties  can 
lose  elections  but  see  their  plat¬ 
forms  adopted  ...  I  think  1980  is 
a  time  for  breaking  old  patterns, 
that  I  sense  the  political  structure 
can  be  cracked,  and  the  basis  laid 
—  in  four  or  eight  years  —  for 
something  much  better  than 
choosing  whether  we  want  to 
increase  the  military  budget  by 
three  percent  or  five  percent.” 

The  McReynolds-Drufenbrock 
Campaign  Committee  can  be  con¬ 
tacted  at:  339  Lafayette  Street, 
New  York,  NY  10012. 


Hews  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“I  don’t  think  he  wants  to  live  with  the  image  of 
the  man  who  cried,  because  that’s  not  Ed  Muskie.” 
—  Unidentified  senior  staff  official  in  the  U.S. 
Senate,  commenting  on  an  incident  during 
newly-appointed  Secretary  of  State  Edmund 
Muskie’s  1972  presidential  campaign  when  the 
then-Senator  wiped  away  tears  while  defending 
his  wife  from  printed  attacks  by  William  Loeb, 
publisher  of  the  Manchester,  New  Hampshire, 
Union  Leader  (quoted  in  the  Washington  Post, 
April  30,  1980).  The  Post  described  the  crying 
incident  as  “a  damning  sign  of  weakness.” 


distasteful  to  the  majority 

MORRIS  TOWNSHIP,  NJ  —  Rep.  Millicent  Fen¬ 
wick,  who  represents  citizens  in  this  northern  New 
Jersey  county  in  Congress,  won’t  support  job  protec¬ 
tion  for  lesbian  and  gay  teachers  in  primary  and 
secondary  schools,  reports  the  Northwest  N.J.  Daily 
Record. 

Fenwick  (R-5th  Dist.)  told  members  of  the  Gay 
Activists’  Alliance  of  Morris  County  (GAA-MC)  that 
she  could  not  support  the  federal  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  bill,  HR  2074,  introduced  by  Reps.  Ted  Weiss 
(D-NY)  and  Henry  Waxman  (D-CA),  because  it  would 
include  employment  protection  for  lesbian  and  gay 
teachers. 

“I  can’t  vote  for  something  for  other  people’s 
children  I  wouldn’t  want  for  my  own,”  Fenwick  said. 
“Young  children  shouldn’t  be  burdened  by  such  con¬ 
siderations  [of  different  sexual  preferences]  at  their 
age.  I’m  in  favor  of  ending  job  discrimination  against 
homosexuals  in  insurance  companies,  banks,  univer¬ 
sities  —  just  about  any  employment  —  but  not  in 
primary  or  secondary  schools.  I  know  that’s  hard,  but 
I’m  being  honest  with  you.” 

When  GAA  members  compared  their  efforts  with 
the  fight  for  equal  rights  for  blacks  and  women, 
Fenwick  said,  “The  public  will  accept  equality  of 
race,  creed,  color,  sex,  or  national  origin.  But  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  distasteful  to  the  majority.” 

Fenwick  told  the  group  that  adding  sexual  pre¬ 
ference  to  civil  rights  laws  would  make  it  “more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  dismiss  a  homosexual  teacher  who  flaunted] 
his  sexuality.” 

“Aren’t  you  satisfied  to  have  the  Weiss  bill 
passed  exempting  primary  and  secondary  school 
teachers?”  asked  Fenwick.  The  reply  from  the 
audience  was  a  loud  “No.” 


south  of  the  border 

TIJUANA,  MEXICO  —  A  small  group  of  Mexican 
citizens  are  meeting  here  in  a  private  home  to  boost  a 
petition  drive  by  American  citizens  against  the  U.S. 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Act  prohibiting 
foreign  homosexuals  from  entering  the  United 
States. 

The  San  Diego  Update  reports  that  group 
members  are  entering  gay  establishments  on  both 
sides  of  the  border,  asking  American  citizens  to  sign 
a  petition  requesting  repeal  of  “offensive  and  de¬ 
meaning”  language  in  the  act  used  to  discriminate 
against  aliens  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 
Group  members  have  also  met  with  members  of  San 
Diego  lesbian  and  gay  organizations,  Update  says. 

Although  same-sex  consensual  sex  is  legal  in 
Mexico,  police  harassment  of  homosexuals  here 
during  the  past  year  and  the  lack  of  a  lesbian  and  gay 
press  has  made  it  difficult  to  develop  lesbian  and  gay 
organizations  here.  Because  of  unpredictable  Border 
Patrol  and  Mexican  police  behavior,  the  Tijuana  Gay 
association  can  be  reached  at  the  San  Diego  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Community  Center,  (714)  232-7528. 


one  of  the  more  preposterous  ideas 

NEW  YORK  —  A  manual  used  in  the  Fire  Arson 
Investigation  Training  Course  of  the  National  Fire 
Academy  has  been  revised  following  a  complaint  by 
the  National  Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF). 

The  manual  asserted  that  female  arsonists  are 
often  thought  to  be  lesbians.  Further  it  claimed  that  a 
male  pyromaniac,  if  a  homosexual,  retains  distinct 
predilection  for  arson  “initiated  by  hatred,  jealousy  or( 
other  uncontrolled  emotions.” 

In  their  complaint,  NGTF  co-executive  directors 
Charles  F.  Brydon  and  Lucia  F.  Valeska  noted  that 
“this  is  one  of  the  more  preposterous  ideas  to  come 
to  our  attention  in  some  time.  It  would  be  funny  were 
it  not  for  the  fact  that  strong  opposition  to  local  gay 
rights  ordinances  often  emerges  within  uniformed 
public  safety  organizations  such  as  municipal  fire 
departments.” 

Responding  to  the  White  House,  U.S.  Fire  Ad¬ 
ministration  Administrator  Gordon  Vickery  said, 
“While  those  materials  assert  that  arson  is  in  part 
associated  with  homosexuality,  they  are  not  suffi¬ 
ciently  documented  to  objectively  support  the 
assertion.  Consequently,  I  have  instructed  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  National  Fire  Academy  to  take  those 
steps  necessary  to  delete  . . .  statements  which 
might  directly  or  by  inference  tend  to  unfairly  dis¬ 
criminate  against  any  group  or  otherwise  givej 
academic  credibility  to  conventional  prejudices.” 


bruce  puce  and  ben  gay 

MEMPHIS  —  In  a  locally  unprecedented  move, 
the  staff  of  radio  station  WMC-FM  has  offered 
members  of  the  Tennessee  Gay  Coalition  for  Human 
Rights  (TGCHR)  the  opportunity  to  record  rebuttals  to 
disc  jockey  Ron  Jordan’s  stereotypical  characteriza¬ 
tions  of  "Ben  Gay”  and  "Bruce  Puce.” 

GAzE,  Memphis’s  gay  newspaper,  reports  that 
Jordan  has  recently  caused  concern  among  area  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  by  telling  “fag  jokes”  on  the  air.  (A 
sample  of  Jordan’s  humor:  “Do  you  know  what  they 
call  a  gay  bar  with  no  tables  and  chairs?  A  fruit 
stand.”) 

Local  activists  feel  that  the  radio  station’s  re¬ 
sponse  may  have  stemmed  in  part  from  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  (FCC)’s  recent  ruling 
that  lesbians  and  gay  men  must  be  included  in  as¬ 
certainment  surveys  made  by  stations  when  they 
compose  a  significant  part  of  the  population  of  the 
station’s  broadcast  area  (see  GCN,  Vol.  7,  No.  35). 

Members  of  the  TGCHR  contacted  the  FCC 
Broadcast  Complaint  Division  about  the  Jordan 
show;  the  group’s  media  committee  believes  that 
numerous  complaints  to  the  station  by  Memphis  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men  may  have  contributed  to  the 
station’s  response. 


they  greeted  anita 

PITTSBURGH,  PA  —  200  lesbians,  gay  men  and 
supporters  gathered  here  on  April  23  to  “Greet  Anita 
Bryant”  as  she  appeared  before  a  private  function  of 
the  Shriners. 

The  demonstration,  called  by  the  Pittsburgh 
Committee  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  was  not  a 
protest  of  Bryant’s  right  to  sing  or  appear  before  the 
Shriners,  but  was  a  protest  of  her  continued  role  as  a 
spokesperson  for  anti-lesbian/gay,  anti-abortion  and 
anti-ERA  forces. 

“In  particular,  we  want  to  object  to  Ms.  Bryant’s 
role  as  an  organizer  for  the  April  29  March  for  Jesus,” 
stated  Sharon  Karger,  a  spokesperson  for  PCLGR. 
“The  March  for  Jesus  is  promoting  bigotry  under  the 
guise  of  Christianity.” 

Chanting  “Pro-Choice  is  pro-life”  and  “Hey,  hey, 
what  do  you  say,  someone  in  your  life  is  gay,”  the 
demonstrators  circled  the  entrance  to  the  building 
for  close  to  an  hour  without  incident.  The  demon¬ 
strators  did  not  see  Anita  enter  the  building;  their 
permit  expired  at  eight  p.m.,  before  Bryant’s  arrival. 

Numerous  local  organizations,  including  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church,  the  National 
Organization  for  Women,  the  New  American  Move¬ 
ment,  and  the  Feminist  Writer’s  Guild  participated  in 
the  demonstration. 

Bryant  at  first  responded  to  media  inquiries  by 
saying,  “No  comment.”  She  later  told  the  media  that 
homosexuals  were  sick  but  that  she  was  not  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  to  speak  on  any  political  issue. 


a  place  to  crash 

BOSTON  —  Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor  Kevin 
White’s  liaison  to  the  gay  community,  is  organizing  a 
list  of  persons  who  can  offer  assistance  to  members 
of  the  community  who  need  emergency  housing.  If 
you  can  help,  contact  Robin  at  725-4410. 


cruising  charges  dropped 

NEW  HAVEN,  CT  —  Charges  have  been  dis¬ 
missed  against  11  people  arrested  for  protesting  the 
showing  of  the  movie  Cruising  at  Showcase  Cinemas 
in  Orange  this  past  February.  They  had  been  charged 
with  disorderly  conduct  for  standing  with  picket 
signs  near  the  entrance  to  the  theatre. 

According  to  Richard  Allman  of  the  Committee 
Against  the  Films  Windows  and  Cruising,  “Our 
peaceful  protest  was  in  sharp  contrast  to  the 
violence  that  such  anti-gay,  anti-human  movies  as 
these  may  incite.  The  false  and  stereotypical  images 
presented  slander  the  very  real  and  diverse  lives  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  Justice  came  slowly;  it’s  a 
shame  that  the  court  ever  had  to  face  such  an  issue.” 

Windows,  also  produced  by  United  Artists,  has 
been  the  other  focus  of  the  Committee’s  concerns. 
Scheduled  and  re-scheduled  for  opening  four  times 
at  two  different  theatres  in  this  area,  it  has  now  been* 
cancelled,  according  to  Milton  Fera,  manager  of 
Showcase  Cinemas. 

Terri  Klauber  of  the  Committee  Against  the 
Films  expressed  her  satisfaction  at  these  events. 

“ Windows'  portrayal  of  rape  and  violence  against 
women  to  be  the  responsibility  of  other  women  is 
unacceptable  at  any  time,  any  place,  and  under  any 
conditions.  This  artless  effort  failed  to  meet  even 
minimum  standards  of  truth  or  decency  —  and  failed 
at  the  box  office  as  well.  Large  numbers  of  protesters 
and  widespread  support  around  the  openings  in  New 
York,  Boston,  and  elsewhere  kept  crowds  down  to  a 
minimum.” 

A  New  Haven  group  will  be  presenting  a  film 
festival  of  its  own  this  summer.  According  to  Karen 
Matthews  of  the  New  Haven  chapter  of  the  New  I 
American  Movement,  her  group  “will  present  a  series 
of  too  seldom-distributed  films  that  touch  on  the  real 
truth  and  emotion  of  lesbian  and  gay  lives.” 


calling  ex-cheerleaders 

BOSTON  —  ATTENTION  EX-CHEERLEADERS 
(or  all  of  you  out  there  who  longed  to  lead  cheer  in 
high  school  but  never  got  the  chance)!!!! 

Remember  those  old  2-4-6-8s  and  fight  songs? 
Take  your  favorite  and  liberate  it!!  The  Boston  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Pride  Committee  is  sponsoring  a  contest 
for  the  best  chant  or  song  to  be  used  in  the  Parade 
from  Copley  Square  to  the  Common  on  Saturday, 
June  21.  Lesbian/Gay  themes  only,  please.  The  entry 
judged  most  creative  and/or  rabble  rousing  will  win  a 
year’s  subscription  to  GCN  and  will  receive  featured 
airplay  at  the  Parade  and  Rally.  Send  your  chants  and 
songs  to  Pride  '80,  c/o  Kelly,  285  Harvard  Street  #102, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139.  The  deadline  for  contest  en¬ 
tries  is  May  30,  1980,  so  don’t  delay! 


a  small  measure  of  cossetting 

BALLYBUNION,  IRELAND  —  Patricia  Buckley, 
the  first  woman  director  of  the  10th  International 
Bachelor  Festival,  to  be  staged  here  June  20,  has  de¬ 
clared  that  the  resort  will  be  “a  haven  to  the  bache¬ 
lors  despite  the  stranglehold  of  women’s  lib.” 

Variety  reports  that  Buckley,  a  local  school¬ 
teacher  with  three  children,  promises  “to  mix 
femininity  not  feminism  in  a  cocktail  with  a  small 
measure  of  cossetting  for  the  much-maligned  Irish 
male.” 

Irish  males,  according  to  the  paper,  “are  tradi¬ 
tionally  much-maligned  for  their  reluctance  to  enter 
matrimony,  remaining  more  or  less  tied  to  their 
mothers.” 


eromin  awarded  contract 

PHILADELPHIA  —  The  Eromin  Center,  a  coun¬ 
seling  center  for  sexual  minorities  here,  has  received 
a  contract  to  train  children  and  youth  workers  in 
Philadelphia’s  Department  of  Welfare.  Center  staff 
lead  day-long  sessions  to  sensitize  and  inform 
workers  about  sexual  identity  and  sexual  orientation 
issues.  The  trainings  are  designed  to  equip  workers 
with  skills  to  better  serve  sexual  minority  youth  in 
Philadelphia. 

According  to  Dr.  Mary  Cochran,  clinical  director 
of  the  Eromin  Center,  “Young  people  who  are 
members  of  sexual  minorities  often  find  that  the 
welfare  system  cannot  meet  their  needs.  Typically 
these  youngsters  find  themselves  shifted  from  one 
foster  home  to  another  and  one  institution  to  another 
because  foster  parents  and  institutional  staff  are 
often  out  of  touch  with  them.  We  will  help  these 
parents  and  workers  understand  the  issues  facing 
these  young  people  and  put  them  in  touch  with  help¬ 
ful  literature  and  resources.” 

The  trainings,  scheduled  for  fourteen  weeks  and 
costing  $5000,  will  be  completed  in  June  of  this  year. 


hell  no  we  won’t  go 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  Gay/Lesbian  Draft  Counsel¬ 
ing  and  Resistance  Network  has  been  organized  here 
in  response  to  the  Carter  Administration’s  plans  to 
start  draft  registration  this  summer. 

The  work  of  the  newly  formed  group  will  include: 
1)  providing  draft  counseling  specifically  designed 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians;  2)  developing  printed  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  draft  for  young  gay  people;  3)  training 
gay  draft  counselors  as  well  as  serving  as  a  training 
resource  for  non-gay  draft/resistance  groups;  4)  non- 
violently  resisting  the  Selective  Service  System;  and 
5)  networking  with  other  gay  men  and  lesbians 
around  the  country  involved  in  draft  counseling  and 
resistance  activities. 

Lisa  DeSoto,  a  network  organizer,  states:  “In  the 
coming  .months  we  will  need  to  produce  new  liter¬ 
ature,  train  more  counselors,  reach  out  to  gay/ 
lesbian  youth,  and  answer  the  questions  of  desperate 
18  year  olds  whose  futures  are  being  deterrrlined 
without  their  consent.” 

The  Network  has  already  begun  the  training  of 
twelve  gay/lesbian  draft  counselors  in  Southern  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

Harry  Hay,  another  organizer,  reports:  “During 
the  Vietnam  War,  our  people  were  provided  much 
non-information  or  mis-information,  often  with  tragic 
results,  by  many  well-meaning  draft  counselors.  We 
plan  to  be  better  prepared  this  time.” 

The  Gay/Lesbian  Draft  Counseling  and  Re¬ 
sistance  Network  office  is  located  at  5343  La  Cresta 
Court,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90038.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion  contact  Lisa  DeSoto  at  (213)  483-4145  or  Harry 
Hay  at  (213)  469-7949. 


mcc  conference  here 

BOSTON  —  The  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  (131  Cambridge  St.)  will  host  lesbian  and  gay 
Christians  from  throughout  New  York  and  New 
England  at  the  UFMCC  Northeast  District  Confer¬ 
ence,  May  16-18.  The  focus  of  the  weekend  will  be 
exploring  and  defining  inclusive  language  and  theol¬ 
ogy.  The  Rev.  Elder  Nancy  Wilson  of  Los  Angeles  will 
be  the  featured  speaker.  She  will  also  preach  at  the 
Saturday  evening  worship  service.  Participation  in 
the  conference  is  open  to  any  interested  person.  Con¬ 
ference  schedule  and  registration  information  is 
available  by  calling  MCC-Boston,  523-7664. 
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Evangelist  Robison  Appeals 
FCC  Pro-Station  Ruling 


Compiled  by  Gordon  Duggins 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Tele¬ 
vision  evangelist  James  Robison 
has  filed  an  appeal  to  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission 
(FCC)  of  that  agency’s  February 
1980  ruling  that  Dallas,  Texas,  TV 
station  WFAA  was  justified  in 
suspending  Robison’s  religious 
program  for  four  months. 

The  station  dropped  the  pro¬ 
gram,  “James  Robison  Pre¬ 
sents,”  after  Robison  preached  a 
sermon  on  morality,  a  portion  of 
which  consisted  of  an  attack  on 
homosexuality.  WFAA  adminis¬ 
trators  at  the  time  stated  that  reli¬ 
gious  programs  should  not  deal 
with  controversial  issues  of  public 
importance,  asserting  that  the 
station  covered  such  controversies 
in  news  and  public  affairs  pro¬ 
gramming  which  provided  for  a 
balanced  presentation  of  diverse 
viewpoints. 

The  station  claimed  that  under 
the  FCC  Fairness  Doctrine  and 
Personal  Attack  Rule,  it  would  be 
required  to  grant  equal  time  at  no 
charge  to  those  wishing  to  respond 
to  Robison’s  attacks.  Action  by 
WFAA  followed  a  “personal 
attack”  complaint  by  a  local  gay 
organization,  the  Dallas  Gay  Poli¬ 
tical  Caucus,  which  was  subse¬ 
quently  granted  equal  time  to  re¬ 
spond  to  the  program. 

Robison  and  his  organization, 
the  James  Robison  Evangelical 
Association  (JREA),  filed  a  re¬ 
quest  for  a  hearing  of  WFAA’s 
removal  of  his  program  with  the 
FCC  in  July  1979,  despite  the  fact 
that  the  station  reinstated  the 
program  during  the  same  month. 
The  commission  ruled  that  the 
station  was  exercising  legitimate 
editorial  discretion  by  cancelling 


the  program. 

Tammy  Ledbetter,  interim 
director  of  communications  for 
JREA,  told  GCN  that  the  FCC,  in 
its  ruling,  “failed  to  address  the 
issues  raised  by  JREA’s  original 
Filing  of  July  1979  against  WFAA- 
TV.”  She  said  that  in  that  filing, 
JREA  sought  a  “declaratory 
ruling”  on  the  rights  of  religious 
broadcasters  which  “would  not 
invoke  the  Fairness  Doctrine”  and 
which  “would  judge  as  unreason¬ 
able  the  action  of  WFAA-TV  in 
terminating  the  broadcast.” 

Heidi  Sanchez  of  the  Media 
Access  Project,  a  Washington 
public  interest  law  firm  which  has 
filed  comments  with  the  FCC  on 
behalf  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force  (NGTF)  in  support  of  the 
FCC’s  February  1980  ruling,  told 
GCN  that  the  Firm  interprets  the 
Fairness  Doctrine  as  meaning  first 
that  “broadcasters  have  a  respon¬ 
sibility  to  cover  controversial 
issues,”  and  second,  that  “broad¬ 
casters  who  air  particular  view¬ 
points  of  controversial  issues  of 
public  importance  must  provide 
reasonable  opportunities  for  dif¬ 
ferent  opinions.” 

Sanchez  noted  that  “  ‘reason¬ 
able  opportunity’  does  not  mean 
‘equal  time’  in  this  situation,”  but 
that  “compliance  to  the  doctrine 
through  overall  programming  is 
also  acceptable.” 

John  Bankson,  a  lawyer  with 
the  Washington  firm  of  Hamel, 
Park,  McCabe  and  Saunder,  who 
is  representing  JREA,  told  GCN 
that  the  issue  centers  on  “whether 
WFAA-TV  can  prohibit  discus¬ 
sion  of  any  controversial  issues  in 
their  programming  as  a  condition 
of  access  to  its  facilities  and  ter¬ 
minate  broadcasts  by  ministers 


who  present  religious  viewpoints 
shared  by  many  religious  denomi¬ 
nations  and  believers.”  Bankson 
said  that  “the  Personal  Attack 
Rule  and  the  Fairness  Doctrine  are 
being  used  as  shields  by  these 
broadcasters  to  silence  religious 
views  on  moral  issues.  If  they  can 
be  so  used,  then  they  are  unconsti¬ 
tutional  as  applied,  and  the  Com¬ 
mission  (FCC)  should  so  rule.” 

Ledbetter  told  GCN  that  JREA 
has  launched  “no  campaign 
against  homosexuals,”  but  that 
the  organization  is  “standing  up 
for  the  right  religious  broadcasters 
have  to  speak  on  issues  and  to 
bring  a  sermon  based  on  the 
Bible.”  She  said  that  “there 
should  be  certain  rules  (governing 
broadcasters)  to  prevent  slander 
and  libel,”  but  that  WFAA  had 
exercised  “bold  censorship”  by 
terminating  the  program  and  that 
“if  the  Fairness  Doctrine  must  be 
changed  to  insure  the  rights  of  re¬ 
ligious  broadcasters,  then  so  be 
it.” 

Sanchez  predicted  a  “large 
impact”  on  broadcasters  if  the 
FCC  ruling  is  reversed.  Such  a 
reversal,  she  said,  would  give  TV 
and  radio  preachers  “special 
treatment”  and  would  permit 
them  to  address  “moral  issues 
from  particular  perspectives 
without  the  possibility  of  being 
limited  by  broadcasting  stations 
which  are  now  held  responsible 
for  fair  coverage  of  controversial 
moral  issues.” 

According  to  Ledbetter,  JREA 
is  expected  to  appeal  to  the  U.S. 
Court  of  Appeals  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  if  the  FCC  does  not 
reverse  its  ruling  and  is  prepared 
to  go  before  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court,  if  necessary. 


UMass  Students  Picket 
School  President’s  Home 


By  Wally  Sillanpoa 

NEWTON,  MA  —  About  forty 
University  of  Massachusetts/ 
Boston  students  picketed  the 
home  of  University  President 
David  Knapp,  on  Saturday 
morning  May  3. 

Carrying  signsidenouncing  what 
they  charge  is  the  President’s  and 
the  entire  university  administra¬ 
tion’s  failure  to  address  the  issues 
and  problems  involving  alleged 
sexual  harassment  on  the 
Columbia  Point  campus,  the 
group,  composed  of  men  and 
women,  white  and  of  color, 
pierced  the  suburban  morning  air 
with  shouts  of:  “get  it  straight, 
damn  tootin’,  you  can’t  hide  in 
Newton!” 

Organized  by  the  Student 
Organizing  Committee  (SOC),  the 
same  group  that  staged  a  sit-in  at 
the  UMass/Boston  Chancellor’s 
office  last  month  (see  GCN,  Vol. 
7,  No.  40),  the  students  were  pro¬ 
testing  what  one  of  their  spokes¬ 
persons,  Louisa  Hackett,  said  was 
a  “continued  lack  of  response,  or 
even  acknowledgment  of  the  fact, 
that  sexual  harassment  is  a  serious 
problem  on  campus.” 

When  asked  why  the  picket  was 
being  staged  atPresident  Knapp’s 
home,  Hackett  replied:  “We’re 
playing  their  bureaucratic  game. 
Chancellor  Corrigan  continues  to 
refuse  to  address  our  charges,  so 
we  thought  we’d  go  above  his 
head  and  petition  his  superior.” 

Another  spokesperson,  Maria 
Leslie,  added:  “We’re  angry 
because  on  a  TV  program  last 
week  Corrigan  misrepresented  the 
situation  concerning  last  fall’s 
handling  of  the  sexual  harassment 
charges  brought  by  fourteen 
UMass  women  against  James 


Barney  Frank 


Rights  Bills  Return 
To  State  House 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  For  the  seventh 
consecutive  years,  legislation  has 
been  introduced  in  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  House  of  Representatives  to 
prohibit  discrimination  in  public 
employment  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
preference. 

House  Bill  4020,  introduced  by 
Rep.  Barney  Frank  and  27  co¬ 
sponsors  and  approved  by  the 
House  public  service  committee,  is 
identical  to  a  bill  initially  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  full  House  last  year 
but  subsequently  defeated  on  re¬ 
consideration  by  a  three-vote  mar¬ 
gin.  A  similar  bill  passed  the 
Senate  in  1977. 

Although  the  bill  is  written  to 
include  all  public  employees, 
Steve  Tierney  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Gay  Political  Caucus 
(MGPC)  legislative  lobbying  com¬ 
mittee  told  GCN  it  is  widely 
thought  that  if  passed  into  law, 
the  bill  would  be  interpreted  to 
cover  only  state  workers.  A 
broader  proposal,  House  Bill 
3882,  would  prohibit  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  sexual  pref¬ 
erence  in  employment,  housing 
and  credit,  and  would  apply  to  the 
private  sector  as  well  as  to  all 
government  agencies  below  the 
federal  level.  Although  an  identi¬ 
cal  bill  was  passed  in  the  Senate 
last  year,  in  general,  it  has  not 
fared  as  well  as  the  narrower  pub¬ 
lic  employment  bill. 

Among  the  organizations  en¬ 
dorsing  the  bills  are  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Women’s  Political  Cau¬ 
cus,  the  National  Organization  for 
Women  and  the  Unitarian-Uni- 
versalist  Church. 

Similar  bills  have  been  filed  in 
the  Senate  by  Jack  Backman  of 
Brookline  and  Bill  Owens  of  Rox- 
bury. 

Frank  told  GCN  that  the  public 
employment  bill  has  come  closer 
to  passing  each  session,  and  that 
currently  most  of  the  Senate  and 
about  half  of  the  House  approve 
of  it,  but  that  like  all  controversial 
legislation  its  chances  are  less  in  an 
election  year.  He  said  its  chances 


depend  largely  on  what  actions 
opponents  of  the  measure  take. 

Phillip  Shea  of  Lowell,  the  most 
vocal  opponent  of  the  bill  in  the 
House  in  past  years,  is  now  a 
member  of  the  more  liberal 
Senate,  where  observers  feel  that 
his  opposition  will  probably  be 
less  effective. 

The  MGPC  is  lobbying  the 
House  and  the  Senate  for  both  the 
public  employment  bill  and  the 
more  general  anti-discrimination 
proposal,  and  is  promoting  a 
letter-writing  campaign  among 
constituents.  'A  lobbying  day  has 
been  planned  for  May  14,  which 
will  include  a  workshop  on  the 
two  bills  and  assistance  and  advice 
for  those  interested  in  talking  to 
legislators. 

George  Bistransin  of  the  MGPC 
told  GCN  that  had  more  public 
pressure  been  applied  last  year  on 
certain  legislators,  the  public  ser¬ 
vice  bill  might  have  become  law. 
“It’s  a  pressure  that  has  to  come 
from  constituents,”  he  said. 

According  to  Bistransin,  the 
fact  that  this  is  an  election  year 
may  not  have  a  great  effect  on  the 
fate  of  the  two  bills.  He  told  GCN 
that  there  are  few  cases  in  which 
the  issue  might  be  decisive  in  con¬ 
tests  between  liberal  and  conserva¬ 
tive  candidates.  “It’s  very  possible 
to  have  these  bills  passed,”  he 
said. 

Tierney  says  the  seven-year 
campaign  for  gay  rights  legislation 
has  been  worth  the  effort.  He  told 
GCN,  “We’re  learning  more 
every  year  and  we  get  a  little  closer 
every  year  and  we  begin  to  be  able 
to  read  the  signs  a  little  better.  I 
think  it’s  worthwhile  whether  the 
bills  get  passed  or  not.” 

Tierney  described  a  strategy  for 
a  continuing  effort.  “We’re  form¬ 
ing  alliances  or  making  initial  out- 
reaches  with  the  labor  unions  and 
some  other  diverse  groups,”  he 
told  GCN.  “We’re  taking  part  in 
a  coalition  for  a  liberal  legislature. 
That’s  the  beginning,  I  think,  of  a 
real  mature  and  advanced  lobby¬ 
ing  effort.” 


Ill.  Bills  Killed 


UMass/Boston  students  picket  the  home  of  school  president  Knapp. 


Hoopes,  the  then  director  of  the 
Health  Education  Center  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  7,  No.  15).  It  wasn’t 
made  clear  that  the  director  was 
suspended  with  pay  and  then 
resigned  with  University  re¬ 
commendations  into  private  prac¬ 
tice.  The  women,  instead,  were  all 
fired.” 

“In  fact,”  interjected  another 
student,  Marilyn  Bernstein,  “a 
lawsuit  was  filed  by  those  fourteen 
women;  how  can’t  we  help  but  see 
the  closing  of  the  Health  Center  as 
a  retaliation  against  these  legal 
actions?” 


Student  Monica  Crowly  then 
charged  that  “the  University  is  in 
violation  of  the  law  and  can  no 
longer  refuse  to  deal  with  charges 
of  sexual  harassment  and  racial 
discrimination.”  Crowly’s 

statement  was  in  reference  to  a 
recent  class  action  suit  filed 
against  UMass/Boston  by  the 
University’s  Affirmative  Action 
officer,  Robert  Johnson,  alleging 
a  lack  of  University  commitment 
to  affirmative  action. 

In  regard  to  the  case  of  the 
fourteen  UMass  women,  one  of 
Continued  from  Page  7 


Compiled  by  Denise  Sudell 

SPRINGFIELD,  IL  —  Two  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights  bills  have  died 
in  the  Human  Resources  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Illinois  House  of 
Representatives  here. 

Both  House  Bill  620,  which 
would  have  prohibited  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  in  employment  in  state 
colleges  and  universities,  and 
House  Bill  622,  which  would  have 
prohibited  such  discrimination  in 
housing,  needed  1 1  favorable 
votes  to  be  released  from  commit¬ 
tee  to  the  House  floor.  The  em¬ 
ployment  bill  received  8  yes  and  4 
no  votes,  while  the  housing  bill 
received  9  yes  and  3  no  votes. 

According  to  Martha  Fourts  of 
the  Illinois  Gay  Task  Force,  the 
difference  in  vote  tallies  came  be¬ 
cause  Rep-  Josephine  Oblinger, 
who  supports  the  rights  of  the 
elderly,  voted  against  the  employ¬ 
ment  bill.  Fourts  told  GCN  that 
Oblinger  said  she  could  not 


support  the  bill  because  elderly 
persons  are  also  discriminated 
against  in  college  and  university 
employment,  and  the  bill  did  not 
include  protection  for  such 
persons.  Oblinger  voted  in  favor 
of  the  housing  bill. 

Other  no  votes  on  the  bills  came 
from  Reps.  Michael  Slap  (D-55th 
dist.),  Roger  Stanley  (R-2nd),  and 
Doris  Karpiel  (R-12th). 

Two  bills  pertaining  to  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  remain  in  commit¬ 
tee  in  the  state  legislature.  House 
Bill  621,  if  adopted,  would  pro¬ 
hibit  discrimination  in  general 
employment,  while  House  Bill  623 
would  prohibit  discrimination  in 
public  housing.  It  is  not  known 
what  action  will  be  taken  on  these 
bills. 

In  1977,  according  to  Fourts, 
two  bills  similar  to  those  which 
died  in  committee  this  year 
reached  the  Illinois  House  floor, 
where  they  were  voted  down  by 
the  full  House. 
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s&m,  oh 

Dear  Editor, 

I  am  sorry  to  see,  in  GCN,  as  elsewhere,  that 
The  Story  of  O  is  being  targeted  by  certain 
feminists  as  “a  blatant  example  of  total  mis¬ 
ogyny.”  As  a  sadomasochist  1  found  it  to  be  a 
beautiful  romantic  fantasy  in  which  I  could 
identify  strongly  with  the  title  character.  The 
exquisitely  written  tale  illuminated  many  of  my 
own  feelings,  and  I  recommend  it  to  anybody 
who  wishes  to  explore  their  own  masochism. 

Obviously,  there  has  been  a  long  history  in 
patriarchal  culture  of  violence  against  women 
which  should  be  condemned  and  stopped. 
Equally  obviously,  in  a  society  which  for  thou¬ 
sands  of  years  has  exploited  women  for  cheap 
labor  and  cheap  sex,  most  efforts  at  erotica  are 
nothing  more  than  tawdry  spectacles  which 
deliberately  or  otherwise  insult  the  women  and 
men  they  purport  to  describe.  With  this  back¬ 
ground  it  is  clearly  not  easy  for  most  people  to 
distinguish  between  the  senseless  brutality 
against,  and  exploitation  of,  women  and  the 
loving  and  affectionate  sensuality  of  S&M. 

Most  women  and  men  will  not  appreciate  the 
pleasure  of  being  tied  and/or  whipped  any  more 
than  most  men  appreciate  having  a  cock  in  their 
ass  or  throat.  But  rape  and  other  brutalizations 
of  women  are  no  more  characteristic  of  S&M 
than  prison  gang-bangs  are  of  male  homosexual¬ 
ity. 

Had  O  been  presented  as  a  Man,  WAVAW 
would  surely  overlook  it  (and  1,  for  one,  could 
I  identify  more  easily  with  the  central  character.) 
But  as  a  heterosexual  masochist  woman,  Pauline 
Reage  has  the  right  to  portray  that  perspective. 
Anyway,  the  theme  of  the  story  is  not  one  of 
“men  and  women,”  but  of  love,  devotion, 
pleasure,  and  power. 

Women  and  gay  men  are  fighting  for  the  free¬ 
dom  and  control  of  our  own  bodies  and  sexual¬ 
ities.  The  important  essence  of  that  freedom  is 
choice.  We  must  all  unite  to  defend  women  (and 
men)  against  sexist  violence.  So  should  be  unite 
to  defend  the  sexual  and  literary  rights  of  those 
of  us  who  are  sadomasochists. 

Like  all  the  sadomasochists  1  know  personally, 
I  support  the  goals  of  Women  Against  Violence 
Against  Women,  even  if  1  disagree  with  some  of 
their  actions.  I  hope  this  disagreement  can  con¬ 
tinue  to  feed  a  dialogue  which  will  clarify  the 
confusion  between  S&M  and  misogynist  vio¬ 
lence. 

Respectfully, 

Jack  Fertig 
San  Francisco,  CA 

pride  always 

Dear  Editor: 

My  letter  to  GCN  was  printed  in  the  April  5th 
issue  concerning  the  problems  of  the  gay  inmates 
here  at  Angola.  This  issue  wasone  of  six,  both 
GCN  and  the  Advocate,  that  was  confiscated  by 
the  Mail  Room  Supervisor,  Ms.  Linda  Joann 
Collard. 

When  she  confiscated  this  paper,  I  did  what  I 
always  do,  I  filed  a  protest.  But  it  has  happened 
before  and  still  I  file  protests,  and  although  1 
never  get  an  answer,  I  let  them  know  that  I  am 
here  and  1  will  always  protest.  Still  1  hear  nothing 
on  any  of  the  protests. 

Well,  today  1  spoke  with  Ms.  Collard,  and  1 
was  shocked  with  what  she  told  me:  “You  people 
are  sick  and  you  all  make  the  children  of  today 
into  queers. 

“1  know  that  you  all  have  the  damn  ACLU 
behind  you  all,  but  as  long  as  I  run  this  Mail 
Room  .  .  .  you  queers  will  not  get  those  per¬ 
verted  papers  in  here.  1  will  show  you.” 

Man,  1  thought  1  was  talking  to  Anita  herself. 
Can  you  just  see  Anita  singing  her  praise  to  her 
sister,  Ms.  Linda  Collard? 

Well,  folks,  I  will  not  be  quiet  for  another 
Anita.  I  have  filed  a  suit  and  am  going  to  fight 
her  and  this  state.  I  need  your  help.  Please  send 
letters  to  this  Mail  Room  and  demand  that  we  get 
our  papers,  as  is  our  right  under  the  First 
Amendment. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  suit,  1  hope  that  one 
of  GCN's  reporters  will  write  something  about  it 
to  let  you  know  that  I’m  into  it  for  real. 

Please  help  us  here  by  sending  letters  to  the 
following: 

Ms.  Linda  Joann  Collard 
Mail  Room  Supervisor 
Angola,  LA  70712 

Warden  Peggi  Gresham 

Assoc.  Warden  for  Admin.  Programs 

Angola,  LA  70712 

Please  help  us  to  stop  this  Anita  Bryant  of 
Louisiana.  One  is  enough.  Keep  the  letters  com¬ 
ing. 

Love  and  Pride  Always, 

Anthony  T.  Smith 

PMB-71437-Camp-C 

Bear-1 

Angola,  LA  70712 


now/nambla 

Dear  GCN, 

I  was  glad  to  see  so  full  and  so  honest  a  report 
on  the  March  on  Albany  on  April  12  (GCN, 
4/26/80).  I  regret,  as  do  all  of  us  really  interested 
in  gay  liberation  rather  than  in  each  of  our  own 
little  corners  in  the  big  closet,  that  this  worth¬ 
while  endeavor  received  so  much  ignorant  flack. 

I  believe  the  feminist  movement  has  much 
value  and  as  much  as  I  can,  1  support  it.  How¬ 
ever,  NOW/NY  must  not  take  it  upon  itself  to 
publicly  “define”  or  “explain”  facets  of  the  gay 
movement  of  which  they  are  totally  ignorant. 
You  quote  a  press  release  from  them  solemnly 
pontificating  “the  avowed  purpose  of  NAMBLA 
(North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assn.)  is  the 
removal  of  age-of-consent  laws  and  the  non¬ 
restriction  of  sexual  activity  between  men  and 
boys.”  This  is  an  out-and-out  lie.  1  am  an  officer 
and  a  member  of  the  steering  committee  of 
NAMBLA  and  I  can  assure  you  that  at  no  time 
has  the  organization  taken  such  a  stand.  Of 
course  1  cannot  speak  for  the  stands  of  some  in¬ 
dividual  members.  An  analagous  situation  might 
be  for  me  (in  my  male  ignorance)  to  assert 
publicly  that  NOW’s  “avowed  purpose”  is  to 
physically  castrate  all  males  because  I  know  a 
couple  of  women  who  might  want  that!  I  make 
no  such  assertion  of  course,  but  1  do  demand 
that  NOW/NY  publicly  retract  their  libelous  and 
untrue  statement,  reprinted  in  your  paper.  I 
think  they  also  owe  an  apology  to  the  thousands 
of  men  who  truly  love  boys,  and  who  like  myself 
devote  themselves  to  being  constructive  and  crea¬ 
tive  assistants  in  the  maturation  of  thousands 
and  thousands  of  boys.  I  wonder  whether  the 
militant  NOW’ers  do  as  much  for  girls.  If  so,  I 
can  forgive  some  of  their  vicious  political  non¬ 
sense,  such  as  trying  to  destroy  the  gay  move¬ 
ment  in  New  York. 

Meanwhile,  good  luck  in  your  effort  to 
separate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff  among  the 
“statements  by  spokespersons,”  some  construc¬ 
tive  but  far  too  many  destructive,  some  unifying 
but  far  too  many  divisive,  some  based  on  fact  but 
far  too  many  on  ignorance,  some  expressing  love 
but  far  too  many  malicious  hate.  Anyway,  keep 
up  the  good  work. 

Cordially, 

Bob  Burdick 
New  York,  NY 

grave  license 

Dear  Editor, 

It  was  the  grimmest  night  before  the  television 
set  since  Anita  Bryant’s  two-to-one  victory  in 
Dade  County  several  summers  ago.  It  was  bi¬ 
ased,  sensationalized,  opportunistic,  ugly.  It 
chose  to  emphasize  none  of  the  love  and  tender¬ 
ness  which  is  legion  amongst  us.  But  that  is  not 
all. 

The  gay  community  faces  a  choice  between 
only  expressing  outrage  at  the  gross  distortions  in 
CBS’s  Saturday  night  roast  of  the  San  Francisco 
gay  male  community  or:  we  can  also  soberly  pon¬ 
der,  and  seek  to  modify,  some  of  the  grave  li¬ 
cense  (as  distinct  from  freedom)  which  exists, 
side  by  side  with  self-discipline,  within  our  own 
house,  or  at  least  among  some  of  its  male  occu¬ 
pants. 

To  cite  just  one  example:  I  know  many  sexual¬ 
ly  liberated  gay  men  who  enjoy  impersonal  sex  in 
public  places.  But  all  of  them  are  sensitive  to  the 
fact  that  other  persons,  particularly  children,  are 
likely  to  share  those  public  places,  and  therefore 
manage  to  engage  in  sensual-sexual  contact  out 
of  the  eyes  of  children.  Not  only  is  that  good  for 
children,  but  mark  my  words,  it  is  also  good  for 
us;  otherwise  anathema  of  which  we  can  hardly 
imagine  the  intensity  will  really  come  down  upon 
our  heads  —  and  upon  our  hard-won  freedom, 
imperfect  as  it  may  be. 

Richard  Steinman 
Portland,  ME 

some  people 

To  Whomever: 

In  support  of  the  “Rudeness”  letter  in  the 
April  28,  1980  GCN,  we  would  like  to  share  our 
experience  in  attempting  to  enter  the  new 
women’s  bar,  Prelude. 

As  a  group  of  two  men  and  one  woman,  we 
were  rudely  and  abruptly  turned  away  without 
just-cause,  the  reason  obviously  being  that  two 
of  us  were  men.  Given  that  some  men  do  fre¬ 
quent  Prelude,  we  were  upset  by  the  attitude  and 
selective  process  by  which  they  allowed  certain 
people  into  the  bar.  (Not  only  men!) 

If  some  people,  men  and  women,  are  to  be 
turned  away  and  others  allowed  entry,  we  would 
appreciate  it  if  Prelude  would  inform  the  com¬ 
munity  whether  or  not  it  is  a  public  bar  or  a 
private  club. 

Sincerely, 

Jeanne  &  Paul 
Arlington,  MA 


allies 

Dear  GCN, 

We’d  like  to  respond  to  the  GCN  interview 
with  Alix  Dobkin.  We  disagree  with  a  lot  of  what 
was  said  in  the  interview,  but  we  also  thought  the 
responses  in  the  next  issue  were  full  of  put- 
downs.  No  matter  how  flawed  someone’s  poli¬ 
tics,  it’s  really  not  useful  to  call  anyone  a  “can¬ 
cerous  growth”  as  John  Eagan  did,  or  to  ques¬ 
tion  her  sincerity  and  suggest  financial  motives 
for  her  political  stand,  as  Buz  Hargraves  did. 
Furthermore,  we  strongly  object  to  the  attempts 
to  psychoanalyze  her,  as  both  men  did. 

We  would  rather  address  the  issues  as  squarely 
as  possible  without  personal  rancor  toward  Alix. 
And  there  are  many,  many  issues  raised. 

The  issue  of  boy  children  of  lesbians  is  especi¬ 
ally  disturbing  for  us,  and  it  leads  to  the  others. 
It’s  really  no  step  toward  liberation  to  try  to 
force  boys  into  homosexuality  or  to  “castrate” 
ordisempowerthem  in  any  way.  Nor  is  it  helpful 
to  exclude  them  from  gatherings  because  some 
adults  might  be  offended;  in  fact,  it  is  just 
another  example  of  adults  oppressing  children.  If 
we  don’t  want  little  boys  to  grow  up  hating  and 
hurting  women,  we  all  as  aware  people,  regard¬ 
less  of  gender  or  preference,  need  to  love  and 
nurture  them  so  they  stay  in  touch  with  their 
humanity.  We  refuse  to  believe  that  in  order  to 
be  a  strong  lesbian  one  must  be  unfit  as  a 
mother,  incapable  of  loving  and  nurturing  male 
children!  Oppression  of  children  by  adults  is  no 
better  than  oppression  of  women  by  men;  it  has 
no  place  in  our  liberation. 

This  issue  is  hard  for  separatists  because  it 
forces  them  to  confront  a  contradiction:  if  all 
men  are  basically  evil,  when  does  the  evil  begin? 
Can  anyone  really  look  at  a  male  infant  and 
seriously  say  he  is  evil?  We  don’t  think  so. 
When,  then?  At  age  two,  or  four,  or  eight,  or 
sixteen,  or  thirty-five?  And  is  it  really  in  the 
interest  of  that  male  infant  to  live  in  an 
oppressive  society?  Can  it  be  in  his  interest  to  be 
oppressive?  Again,  we  don’t  think  so;  rather,  it  is 
more  humane  and,  yes,  correct,  to  assume  that 
it’s  not  in  anyone’s  real  interest  to  be  oppressive, 
and  that  people  become  oppressive  only  because 
they  are  forced  to  as  children.  We  all  learned 
oppressive  attitudes  and  behavior  very  early, 
when  what  we  needed  was  information  and 
nurturing.  Fortunately,  we  know  that  what  has 
been  learned  can  be  unlearned,  not  without 
struggle  and  mistakes,  but  it  can  be  done. 

We  think  Dobkin’s  extreme  separatism  is  a 
mistake  not  only  on  a  personal  level,  but  on  a 
political  level  as  well.  Society  has  isolated  us  as 
lesbians  and  gay  men  from  the  heterosexual 
society  by  saying  that  we  are  different  from 
“normal”  and  that  difference  is  not  ok.  All  of  us 
have  to  some  extent  or  other  internalized  these 
stereotypes  and  at  some  level  really  believe  them. 
(Internalized  oppression.)  Because  the  oppres¬ 
sion  from  outside  takes  the  form  of  dividing  us 
from  society  by  differences,  we  lash  out  our 
internalized  oppression  at  each  other.  Within  the 
lesbian  there  are  many  differences,  but  we  some¬ 
times  feel  that  if  we  don’t  fit  the  stereotypes 
(partly  created  by  us),  we’re  not  “lesbian 
enough.”  Instead  we  need  to  see  and  celebrate 
our  differences,  since  this  is  the  base  of  a  lot  of 
the  richness  and  strength  of  our  culture. 

No  one  is  going  to  gain  liberation  in  isolation; 
the  oppression  is  too  big  to  be  stopped  by  a  small 
group.  As  lesbians  we  need  to  build  strong 
alliances  among  ourselves;  as  gay  men  we  need  to 
build  strong  alliances  among  ourselves.  Then 
together  we  need  to  see  the  similarity  of  our 
oppression,  without  ignoring  our  differences, 
and  become  strong  allies. 

When  we’re  all  working  together,  while  still 
dealing  with  all  the  differences  among  us  of  sex, 
race,  class,  age,  language,  nation,  physical 
difference,  ethnic/cultural/religious 

background,  etc.  we’re  a  living  statement  of  our 
humanity  and  liberation  as  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
In  this  time  when  oppression  may  become  more 
overtly  violent  (look  at  the  stage  set  by  Windows, 
Cruising,  and  CBS’s  Gay  Power,  Gay  Politics) 
we  need  our  strength  and  alliances  more  than 
ever.  The  alternative  is  becoming  isolated  and 
being  picked  off  individually. 

Finally,  there’s  another  troubling  element  to 
all  this:  Dobkin’s  statement  that  she  resents  men 
for  forcing  her  to  feel  this  way  about  them,  to  go 
against  her  better  nature.  It  really  is  better  nature 
not  to  hate;  why  does  she  choose  to  go  against  it? 
It  seems  to  us  that  to  allow  oppression  to  force  us 
to  hate  gives  it  a  power  it  does  not  deserve,  and 
keeps  us  victims.  We  think  Jil  Clark’s  tentative 
statement  that  “when  I  spend  a  lot  of  time  with 
any  group  of  people,  I  grow  to  like  certain  of 
them,  whether  they  are  male  or  not”  is  much 
better  than  Dobkin’s  rigid  “basically  they’re  all 
fuckers.”  It’s  true  in  our  experience,  too,  that  we 
grow  to  like  all  people  as  we  get  to  know  them, 
because  the  barriers  break  down,  the  stereotypes 
drop  away,  and  the  humanity,  with  all  its  variety, 
joy,  and  pain  shines  through.  It  seems  only 
natural  to  us  that  this  should  happen,  and  it  gives 
us  a  lot  of  hope  that  our  work  toward  liberation 
can  succeed  if  we  keep  in  mind  our  vision  of  what 
people  can  be,  and  work  to  gain  and  keep  allies. 
Diane  Clancy 
Bruce  MacDonald 
Greenfield,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Speaking  Out _ 

Culture  and  Politics 


By  Clover  Chango 

Once  again  the  Boston  lesbian  and  faggot  communities  have  shown  their  colors 
vibrant  and  -varied.  The  Festival  of  Culture  on  February  22  and  23  was  a  very  important 
experience  for  me  as  both  an  organizer  and  as  a  participant.  I  feel  that  gatherings  of  this 
nature  have  an  impact  upon  the  lives  of  many  people  in  ways  that  no  other  format  created 
by  “the  community”  has.  Feedback  around  the  event,  and  its  short  seven  week  planning 
stage,  was  full  of  anxiety,  enthusiasm  and  joy.  1  was  gripped  by  the  trembling  realization 
that  I  have  more  deeply  rooted  commonality  and  shared  political  convictions  than  I  had 
thought.  I  resaw  the  powers,  the  integrity  of  our  movement  and  the  intense  energies  and 
love  of  the  many  special  persons  who  are  sustaining  it. 

The  reclaiming  of  our  culture  from  a  long-silenced  heritage  brings  up  in  me  a  swelling 
of  emotions  as  strong  as  my  own  childhood  longings  for  a  sense  of  belonging,  for  a 
community,  a  people  with  magical  power,  and  for  the  maturation  of  my  gay  sensuality. 
These  feelings’  origins  are  as  ancient  as  the  civilization  of  faerie  circles  and  matriarchal 
covens  of  our  ancestry. 

How  do  we  further  the  impact  of  these  events  throughout  our  movement?  How  do  we 
use  their  special  energies,  those  more  far-reaching  than  the  claustrophobia  of  rhetoric  or 
the  capsulization  of  energy/personhood  experienced  in  the  conformity  of  mainstream  gay 
institutions?  Queers  have  survived  the  individualism  of  the  seventies,  some  more  complete¬ 
ly  than  others.  Our  sexual  and  political  fervors  are  continually  taking  on  new  demanding 
forms.  We  have  hopefully  learned  from  the  weaknesses  of  sixties  homophobia  and  woman- 
hating.  My  friend  Juptunia  says  sixties  politics  died  because  “We  left  the  Left”  to  make 
our  own  self-defined  movement/s.  The  tired  old  formats  of  organizing  are  indeed  left¬ 
overs. 

We  need  to  examine  the  division  between  culture  and  politics  and  its  effect  on  our 
daily  lives  and  collective  existence.  Self-made  events  such  as  the  Festival,  and  such  as  the 
Audre  Lorde/Adrienne  Rich/Black  Women’s  Poetry  Weekend  last  July,  the  faggot 
political  &  Faerie  Spirituality  conferences  in  the  southwest,  southeast,  and  the  west  coast, 
the  Michigan  Women’s  Music  Festival,  etc.,  challenge  those  tired-ass  patterns  of  larger- 
scale  organizing. 

Gay  media’s  role  and  responsibility:  a  wider  effect  of  cultural  and  political  break¬ 
throughs  upon  our  lives  depends  upon  communication.  Our  present  format  and  struggle  is 
with  media  and  the  mediazation  of  people’s  minds.  Different  from  capitalist  press,  the  gay 
press  and  movement  are  interdependent;  our  press  is  an  extension  of  the  movement. 

The  Boston  movement  is  leading  a  trend  toward  a  genuine  integration  of  dykes  and 
faggots.  The  shift.can  be  seen  in  the  larger  rallies  of  the  past  two  years  (Lesbian/Gay  Pride, 
Briggs,  Bryant/Phillips,  Cruising.)  Assumptions  that  the  gay  movement  is  male-dominated 
have  been  shaken.  Lesbian  presence,  focus,  and  leadership  have  hardly  been  rejected  by 
self-serving  male  interests.  It’s  becoming  more  apparent  to  gay  men  that  the  feminist 
movement  in  Boston  is  affecting  our  lives  more  than  many  men  would  have  thought 
possible.  The  brothers  have  had  to  deal  with  their  feelings  about  lesbian  autonomy  and 
self-definition  and  possible  fears  of  lesbian  visibility  and  power  and  —  the  biggy  —  anger. 

The  other,  more  disturbing  feeling  is  that  faggots  are  not  attracted  to,  and  maybe 
turned-off  by,  mixed  events,  especially  those  appearing  to  be  centered  in  a  feminist  consci¬ 
ousness.  Is  this  a  part  of  the  backlash?  I  personally  tend  to  work  hard  on  gay  male 
involvement  in  political  action.  These  kinds  of  events  continually  teach  me  that  a  lot  more 
is  gonna  have  to  be  done  to  draw  gay  men,  especially  gay  men  with  the  least  privileges,  into 
this  movement.  Now  that  women  are  defining  the  terms  more  than  ever,  this  means  dealing 
with  even  more  explosive  issues,  hesitations,  fears  and  hatreds. 

The  major  thing  among  ourselves  is  that  the  bars  still  have  the  edge  on  allure.  This  is 
definitely  a  low  period  for  faggot  alternatives.  The  bars  are  obviously  providing  the  release, 
the  sexual  excitement  and,  more  depressingly,  the  sense  of  community  that  nothing  else 
does.  Does  the  movement  seem  that  asexual?  If  this  horror  is  true,  then  the  work  that  must 
be  done  to  bring  all  the  different  faggots  in  the  city  together,  and  to  build  a  self-defined 
culture  that  is  erotic  and  satisfying,  is  staggering  .  .  . 

To  me,  the  most  significant  feeling/occurence  at  the  Cultural  Festival  was  the 
expression  of  Third  World  lesbian  and  gay  culture.  One-third  of  the  performers/writers/ 
artists/speakers  were  black,  Latina/o,  and  Asian.  Much  of  the  electricity  of  both  nights 
was  in  the  artistic,  sensory  and  erotic  challenges  that  the  Third  World  sisters  and  brothers 


presented  to  the  white  participants.  I  felt  confronted  with  an  immediate  sense  of  ritual,  of 
the  existing  need  for  people  to  gather  for  a  purpose. 

This  sense  of  community  gathering  has  been  and  continues  to  be  obliterated  by  white 
Western  male-dominant  ideology.  To  have  this  primary  sense  of  sharing  —  joy,  pain, 
work,  living,  dying  —  chiseled  out  of  gay  people’s  culture  is  a  very  uncool  experience  for  all 
of  us.  The  unconscious  destruction  of  our  culture,  and  the  acceptance  of  mainstream/ 
straight  versions  of  self-image  and  expression,  is  a  form  of  assimilation. 

Does  the  movement  seem  that  asexual?  If 
this  horror  is  true,  then  the  work  that  must 
be  done  to  bring  all  the  different  faggots  in 
the  city  together,  and  to  build  a  self-defined 
culture  that  is  erotic  and  satisfying,  is 
staggering.  .  .  . 

Roots  and  heritage  threaten  white  nationalism.  They  are  wiped  out  by  master-race 
thought  and  technology,  allowing  a  major  sector  to  enjoy  homogeneity  and  conformity. 
Luckily,  despite  fag  bourgeois  conformity,  ghettoization  and  institutionalization,  many 
gays  do  not  maintain  an  all-white,  nuclear-family  style  form  of  xenophobia.  Much  of  our 
culture  continues  to  come  from  the  underground,  from  the  street,  where  people  are  dealing 
interracially  and  without  middle-class  assumptions. 

An  option  to  betray  third  world  sisters  and  brothers  still  exists,  however,  the  sharing 
of  our  sexuality  is  one  area  in  which  white  gays  can  continually  accept  the  challenge  of 
making  a  personal  commitment.  Here  is  where  the  white  privilege  of  choice  can  be  used  to 
resist  segregation  and  division,  t6  invest  it  and  use  it  in  a  commitment  to  liberation  for  third 
world  lesbian  and  faggot  sisters,  brothers,  lovers,  friends.  Our  common  struggle  to  sustain 
our  unique  eroticism  and  sexuality  is  one  of  the  strongest  forces  going. 

White  gays,  especially  faggots,  have  a  particular  need  to  make  culture  live,  long 
hidden  under  all  this  racial  fear,  separation  and  isolation.  Searching  to  reclaim  and  use 
roots  and  spiritual  heritage  is  something  white  folks,  especially  middle  and  upper  class 
ones,  have  the  option  of  not  doing,  even  if  a  strong  ethnic  influence  is  still  in  existence.  It’s 
been  obvious  to  many  people  why  the  movement/community  has  been  so  unappealing  at 
times  and  that  is  because  it  has  been  so  white-centered  in  a  lot  of  values.  Giving  purpose  to 
our  lives  through  community  work  and  ritual  and  spiritual  expression  is  not  valued  by 
the  white  master-race.  To  depend  upon  lesbians  and  faggots  of  color  to  provide  the  energy 
and  grounding  of  cultural  expression  is  as  worn-out  as  depending  upon  women  for 
nurturing.  Usurping  the  feeling,  tone,  rhythm,  attitudes,  and  words  won’t  work  either, 
especially  for  lower  class  fags.  The  groovy  straights  did  that  to  black  culture  in  the  sixties 
and  the  “sensitive”  men/boys  did  that  to  feminists  in  the  seventies. 

Interracial  creation  of  culture  was  one  of  the  major  energies  of  the  original  Stonewall 
spirit,  a  spirit  central  to  my  identity.  It  remains  with  us  today  in  ways  unique  to  queers, 
possible  in  many  new  forms,  both  political  and  artistic.  The  challenge  to  humbly  and 
openly  embrace  the  culture  of  my  gay  brothers  of  color,  in  particular,  as  opposed  to 
objectifying  that  culture,  is  major  in  my  life,  and  has  been  for  quite  a  while.  .  .  . 

Looking  forward  to  all  our  next  events.  Culture  and  politics  are  alive  and  well  and 
having  a  hot  affair  in  Boston. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GC7V  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Misogyny,  Effeminacy 
and  Male  Violence 


By  Jim  Fishman 

“Sissy.” 

The  word,  hurled  from  behind  —  an  accusation.  Something  to  dread.  Acting  “like  a 
sister.”  No  longer  a  valid  type  of  boy. 

A  boy  must  remember  that  he  is  different  from  a  girl. 

Those  boys  who  do  not  or  can  not  hide  their  “feminine”  side  —  their  vulnerability  — 
meet  with  ridicule,  rejection,  and  violence  from  other  males.  “Effeminacy”:  the  word  has 
a  hateful  ring,  deserves  to  be  punched  out.- 

What  is  so  terrifying  to  men  is  that,  secretly,  they  yearn  to  be  non-fighters,  to  be 
passive,  to  yield,  to  put  down  the  ammunition.  The  gun.  This  is  an  unacceptable  desire  —  it 
goes  against  the  foundation  upon  which  the  male’s  position  in  our  culture  is  built:  power. 
This  assumption  of  power  is  what  divides  men  from  women;  with  power,  the  right  to  be 
taken  seriously  as  a  human  being. 

What  a  man  stands  to  lose  by  turning  female  is  staggering. 

Anyone  who  submits  to  a  man  is  deemed  womanly.  This  is  particularly  so  in  the  sexual 
arena,  where  power  is  exercised  most  intimately.  A  fag  is  a  former  man  who  has  lost  his 
power,  now  rendered  im-potent.  Surrendering  to  another  man  sexually  is  the  height  of 
vulnerability.  If  a  sissy  is  a  boy  who  admits  liking  girls  as  equals,  then  a  fag  is  a  former  man 
who  admits  wanting  and  needing  other  men:  as  partners  in  love. 

The  male  role  demands  not  so  much  constant  “proof”  as  constant  “disproof”  —  of 
being  womanly.  The  sports  industry,  for  example,  exists  as  a  public  ritual  at  which  men  can 
disown  effeminacy.  He  is  maintaining,  once  again,  a  stature  in  which  he  can  reign  supreme. 
They  male  myth  is:  I  can  do  fine  without  women.  I  don’t  need  them.  They  need  me. 

Woman  is  the  hated  and  feared  object  —  both  within  and  outside  himself. 

A  man  lives  with  the  unthinkable  terror  that  underneath  it  all,  he  is  very  much  a 
woman  after  all.  A  fag  is  a  manifestation  of  such  a  non-man. 

What  does  the  man  do  with  his  secret  yearnings  and  unacceptable  needs?  He  projects 
these  onto  women.  She  is  needy,  dependent,  desirous  of  protection,  yielding,  scared  to 
death,  wanting  “too  much”  —  not  he. 

Yet  men  need  women.  Through  women,  men  vicariously  express  their  own  crushed 
femininity.  Women  provide  key  emotional  support  as  well.  Men  hate  to  admit  how 
dependent  upon  women  they  really  are;  they  resent  the  actual  amount  of  power  that 
women  have  —  women  they  depend  on  and  tell  their  secret  fears  to.  Women  —  not  other 
men  —  know  men’s  weaknesses,  and  women  have  the  power  to  withdraw  their  love,  affec¬ 
tion  and  support.  Women  are  emotional  lifelines. 

This  has  always  been  the  case.  Mother  has  provided  the  emotional  warmth  and 
physical  sustenance  necessary  for  survival.  And  it  is  she  who  has  held  the  power  to  take  it 


all  away>.  Dad  was  not  around  too  much  anyway  —  more  like  an  emotional  visitor  to  the 
household  who  viewed  it  all  from  a  distance.  Like  a  dinner  guest  who  showed  up  at  6:00, 
wanting  a  pleasant  meal. 

When  a  man  fears  being  swallowed  up  by  women’s  needs  and  demands,  he  is  project¬ 
ing  his  own  desire  to  surrender  himself  and  all  the  pressures,  responsibilities,  and  limita¬ 
tions  inherent  to  being  male.  He  must  never  “let  go.”  He  must  never  show  vulnerability. 
Secretly  he  wishes  to  become  a  child  and  have  her  take  care  of  all  his  needs,  like  mother.  He 
is  furious  when  she  doesn’t.  And  resentful  of  her  freedom  to  be  vulnerable.  Yet  it  is 
through  her  that  he  finds  some  emotional  release. 

While  men  harbor  considerable  rage  towards  other  males  as  well,  this  rage  is  too  deep- 
seated  and  enormous  to  express,  or  even  to  admit.  Women  are  an  easier  target,  especially 
being  a  symbol  of  the  unacceptable  parts  within  himself.  It’s  safer  to  blame  Mommy  than 
Dad  —  Dad  was  the  absent  one,  emotionally  and  physically,  a  paucity  of  tenderness  and 
primacy.  How  can  a  man  admit  he  needs  to  be  held  by  another  man?  That  he  needs  his 
father?  How  could  he  find  the  words?  The  very  admission  is  evidence  of  his  weakness.  It’s 
too  humiliating.  Look  at  those  fags. 

Mom  is  the  emotionally  responsible  one.  She  fills  in  the  void. 

When  a  man  cannot  admit  his  dependency  needs,  yet  continues  to  have  them,  and,  in 
particular,  if  women  refuse  to  comply  —  he  expresses  rage  at  the  object  of  his  needs. 
Beneath  his  attraction  to  women  is  an  underlying  rage  that  he  needs  her  in  the  first  place. 

He  is  enraged  by  his  needs.  He  hates  needing  her.  Give  me  that  woman.  “Snatch.” 
She’s  mine.  Come  here,  bitch.  He  takes,  rather  than  asks.  He  cannot  admit  emotional 
need. 

Instead,  woman  becomes  a  part:  a  “cunt,”  “tits,”  ass,  legs.  These  parts  must  never 
add  up  to  a  whole  person.  “Cunt”  is  the  male  swear-word  that  expresses  men’s  derision 
and  deep  fear  of  the  female  —  and  of  the  female  within  himself.  Scorn  at  needing  the 
female.  “Cunt”  symbolizes  his  feared  lost  manhood.  “She’s  a  real  cunt”  —  she  wants  to 
emasculate  me.  Strip  me  of  my  power. 

Rape  is  castration  anxiety  in  reverse.  The  man  is  afraid  of  losing  his  power,  his 
identity.  So  he  takes  away  potential  power  from  the  woman,  first  —  trying  to  deny  he 
needs  her.  The  encounter  frightens  him.  He  wants  to  get  it  over  with  without  ever  having 
admitted  need.  He  does  not  “ask.”  He  will  not  put  up  with  “No.”  He  takes.  And  as  soon 
as  his  sex  act  is  completed,  he  wants  to  get  away.  He  wants  to  dispose  of  her.  He  wants  to 
dispose  of  his  needs. 

She  reminds  him  of  unthinkable  needs,  unfeelable  feelings. 

She  reminds  him  of  his  self. 
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‘Coming  Out  Professionally’ 
Draws  70  Social  Workers 


«r»! 


By  Sally  Ann  Hay 

BOSTON  —  “Coming  Out 
Professionally”  was  the  title  and 
theme  of  a  special  program  meet¬ 
ing  recently  sponsored  by  the  Task 
Force  on  Lesbian/Gay  Issues  of 
the  National  Association  of  Social 
Workers  (Massachusetts 

Chapter).  The  program  offered 
over  70  human  services  profes¬ 
sionals  (mostly  social  workers), 
who  are  also  homosexuals,  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  be  wholly  themselves 
in  one  place  at  one  time. 

The  April  event  included  a  pre¬ 
sentation  on  “Coming  Out,” 
which  was  then  followed  by 
several  lesbian  and  gay  profes¬ 
sionals  who  spoke  candidly  of 
their  own  experiences  in  sharing 
their  sexual  identity  with 
colleagues.  The  speakers  were  fol¬ 
lowed  by  small  group  discussions 
and  a  social  hour. 

The  keynote  speaker  was  Rich¬ 
ard  Steinman,  Ph.D.,  a  professor 
of  social  welfare  at  the  University 
of  Southern  Maine.  He  presented 
a  paper  on  the  research  he  has 
been  doing  on  the  “Coming  Out” 
phenomenon.  While  advocating 
respect  for  the  option  to  pass  as 
heterosexual,  Steinman  spoke  of 
the  “identity  foreclosure”  or  self¬ 
negation  which  is  a  daily  experi¬ 
ence  for  most  lesbians  and  gay 
males.  He  noted  that  this  creates 
special  conflicts  for  those  in  the 
mental  health  field,  which  is,  in  its 
very  traditions,  homophobic,  and 
a  place  where  one  often  cannot 
find  the  very  thing  which  is  sup¬ 
posedly  the  cornerstone  of  all  ser¬ 
vices  offered:  acceptance  and 
understanding. 

Steinman  has  found  that  mere 
exposure  to  healthy  homosexuals 
does  not  necessarily  lead  to  a 
change  in  attitudes.  However,  he 
did  report  that  a  heterosexual  who 
is  involved  in  a  long-term,  caring 


relationship  with  a  homosexual  is 
more  likely  to  re-assess  her/his  at¬ 
titude  toward  homosexuality, 
rather  than  toward  the  relation¬ 
ship,  when  the  affectional  prefer¬ 
ence  of  the  other  person  comes  to 
light. 

Steinman  went  on  to  caution 
gays  not  to  be  so  quick  in  judg¬ 
ing  the  responses  of  straight 
people  to  a  pronouncement  of  a 
lesbian  or  gay  lifestyle.  Noting 
that  lesbians  and  gay  men  often 
look  at  the  immediate  response  of 
straight  people  learning  about 
their  gayness  as  a  clue  to  whether 
those  straight  people  are  “for  or 
against”  them,  Steinman  made 
the  point  that  the  gay  persons 
have  already  had  time  to  process 
their  feelings  about  homosexual¬ 
ity,  and  that  straight  people  have  a 
right  to  have  some  time  to  process 
their  feelings  as  well. 

The  panelists,  who  are  for  the 
most  part  out  at  their  jobs,  shared 
personal  vignettes  and  feelings 
about  being  lesbian-  or  gay-iden¬ 
tified  professionals.  Joel 
Hencken,  a  psychologist,  spoke  of 
how  his  boldness  and  apparent 
comfort  with  his  own  sexuality  at 
one  of  his  previous  jobs  seemed  to 
establish  him  as  the  resident  ex¬ 
pert  on  all  aspects  of  sexuality. 
Reviewing  the  process  he  had  ex¬ 
perienced  in  deciding  to  come  out 
professionally,  Hencken  said, 
“The  more  out  that  I  am,  the  less 
[bitterness]  I  feel.” 

In  contrast,  Anne  E.  Kenn  re¬ 
ported  that  as  her  coming  out  has 
continued  over  the  years,  it  has 
created  more  tension  and  has  be¬ 
come  more  difficult  for  her.  A 
social  worker  in  private  practice, 
she  has  chosen  not  to  share  her 
lesbian  identity  with  many  of  her 
colleagues  because  of  her  concern 
for  how  that  information  might 
directly  and  negatively  affect  her 


livelihood,  namely  the  referral  of 
clients  to  her  practice.  With  her 
clients,  however,  Kenn  has  been 
able  to  be  more  open,  and  has 
come  out  to  several  of  them  when 
it  has  seemed  appropriate,  gener¬ 
ally  with  positive  results. 

As  a  counseling  intern,  Bianca 
Cody  Murphy  was  initially  iden¬ 
tified  by  the  agency’s  administra¬ 
tion  as  a  “problem”  by  virtue  of 
being  a  lesbian,  but  was  later  hired 
by  the  same  agency.  Even  with  the 
acceptance  implied  by  their  deci¬ 
sion  to  hire  her,  Murphy  has 
found  “lesbian  paranoia”  to  be  a 
fact  of  life. 

Both  Murphy  and  Kenn  spoke 
of  how  not  knowing  what  others 
really  think  of  their  lesbian  iden¬ 
tities  lends  itself  to  a  sense  that 
others  may  be  searching  for  the 
“tragic  flaw”  in  their  personalities 

—  paranoia  which  is  often  based 
in  reality,  whether  with  friends, 
family,  or  co-workers. 

For  Richard  Pillard,  a  psy¬ 
chiatrist  who  played  a  crucial  role 
in  the  creation  of  the  Homophile 
Community  Health  Center  10 
years  ago,  coming  out  has  been 
the  easy  part;  the  hard  part,  says 
he,  was  the  initial  recognition  and 
acceptance  of  his  own  gayness. 

Pillard  said  that  when  lesbians 
and  gay  men  come  out  on  our  jobs 
they  are  doing  something  impor¬ 
tant  for  themselves  as  well  as  for 
lesbian,  gay,  or  straight  others. 
He  also  shared  some  of  his  own 
concerns  about  whether  he  ought 
to  be  more  challenging  to  others 

—  rather  than  accepting  the  tacit 
approval  of  his  co-workers, 
should  he  be  more  confrontative? 

This  concern  over  to  what  ex¬ 
tent  lesbians  and  gay  males  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  raising  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  others  was  echoed  in 
some  of  the  small  group  discus¬ 
sions  which  followed  these 


Richard 

speakers. 

Breaking  down  into  small 
groups  allowed  the  rest  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants  to  share  our  own 
thoughts,  fears,  and  experiences. 
Particularly  important  to  me  was 
the  extent  to  which  we  were  able 
to  gather  support  from  each  other 
in  our  individual  struggles  and 
successes,  and  to  share  the  painful 
and  infuriating  irony  of  needing 
closets  within  what  should  be  one 
of  the  least  oppressive  of  profes¬ 
sions.  Our  group  represented  the 
spectrum  of  visibility:  while  some 
individuals  were  totally  out  at 
their  jobs,  others  were  quite 
closeted,  while  still  others  were 
just  entering  the  field  and  strug¬ 
gling  with  how  open  they  could 
comfortably  be.  Our  discussion 
seemed  to  support  Steinman’s 
comments  that  coming  out  is  a 
process,  not  a  single  event,  and 
that  each  person  needs  to  develop 
their  own  strategy  based  on  their 
situation,  needs,  and  personali¬ 
ties. 

While  there  were  many  differ¬ 
ences,  there  seemed  to  be  caring 
and  respect  for  each  person’s  pro¬ 
cess.  There  was  also  a  sense  that 
we  shared  the  same  goal  of  work¬ 
ing  to  find  a  way  to  be  lesbian-  or 
gay-identified  mental  health  pro¬ 
fessionals. 

The  Task  Force  on  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Issues,  along  with 
Roland  Gerritt  who  co-ordinated 
this  program,  are  to  be  applauded 
for  their  efforts  in  initiating  this 
support  network  for  lesbians  and 
gay  males  within  the  mental  health 
field. -The  fear  and  paranoia  gen¬ 
erated  by  isolation  are  damning 
for  all  homosexuals.  Mental 
health  professionals  are  not  that 
different:  we  too  often  respond  to 


Fillard 

our  fears  and  paranoia  by  remain¬ 
ing  closeted  at  our  jobs  and  invis¬ 
ible  in  the  greater  society.  So 
much  for  mental  health! 

Sadder  still  is  the  fact  that  these 
concerns  also  prevent  many  of  us 
from  using  all  of  our  own  re¬ 
sources  in  confronting  the  homo¬ 
phobia  which  is  rampant  in  our 
workplaces  and  which  directly  af¬ 
fects  us  as  well  as  the  lesbians  and 
gay  men  who  come  to  our  agencies 
for  help.  As  mental  health  work¬ 
ers,  we  know  that  advocacy  for 
different  life  styles  represents  the 
best  of  our  professional  tradi¬ 
tions,  and  yet  many  of  us  hesitate 
to  openly  support  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  in  our  work  for  fear  of  giv¬ 
ing  away  our  own  identities.  This 
is  tragic.  Programs  such  as  “Com¬ 
ing  Out  Professionally”  are  signi¬ 
ficant  in  that  they  help  cut 
through  the  sense  of  isolation, 
remind  us  that  we  are  a  part  of  a 
larger  community,  and  put  us  that 
much  closer  to  our  personal  and 
professional  power. 

The  Task  Force  on  Lesbian/ 
Gay  Issues  of  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation#  of  Social  Workers,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  chapter,  is  the  first  such 
task  force  in  the  country.  The  task 
force  sponsored  a  number  of  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  professional  com¬ 
munity  over  the  past  year;  it  is  co¬ 
led  by  Gary  Drake,  a  member  of 
the  Academy  of  Certified  Social 
Workers  (ACSW),  and  Susan 
Rosen.  Membership  is  open  to  all 
who  are  employed  in  the  social 
work  profession.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  Gary  Drake  at  566- 
6505. 

Sally  Ann  Hay  has  a  master’s 
degree  in  social  work  and  is  a 
member  of  the  A  CSW. 
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Did  You  See? - 


UMass 

Continued  from  page  3 
the  women  involved,  Janet 
Dynarski,  said  at  the  picket  that 
she  had  received  no  satisfaction 
from  the  University 

administration  and  was  now 
about  to  file  a  suit  against  UMass 
w'th  the  Massachusetts 
Commission  against 

Discrimination. 

Dynarski  told  GCN  that  last 
semester  she  was  able  to  complete 
only  one  half  of  her  course  work. 
Since  the  beginning  of  this 
semester,  she  added,  “I  have  been 
let  go  of  my  work  and  have  thus 
lost  a  lot  of  much-needed  money. 
But  beyond  this,”  she  continued, 
‘‘the  personal  damage  has  been 
great.  All  of  us  involved  have  been 
much  disturbed  by  the  fact  that 
we’ve  been  treated  not  as  people, 
but  as  numbers  that  can  easily  be 
shuffled  around. 

“I  want  to  add,  though,  that 
this  picket  is  important  to  me  and 
my  sisters.  You  see,  last  semester 
we  got  little  support  from  students 
and  progressive  faculty  on 
campus.  Sure,  everyone  thought  it 
was  terrible  what  happened,  but 
very  few  banded  together  in  our 
defense.  This  semester,  instead, 
we  feel  greatly  encouraged.  Just 
look  at  this  picket:  it’s  great  to  see 
all  these  different  people  fighting 
together  against  the  sexual 


Continued  from  page  1 
last  year,”  Gaffney  said.  “We’re 
trying  to  limit  that  for  Aaron  this 
year.” 

Despite  the  publicity  given  to 
Guilbert’s  case  in  1979,  he  was  not 
the  first  student  to  attempt  to 
attend  a  high  school  prom  with  an 
escort  of  the  same  sex.  In  1976, 
Katherine  Day,  a  lesbian  student 
at  Girls’  High  in  Philadelphia, 
successfully  fought  that  school’s 
administration  for  the  right  to 
take  another  woman  to  the  senior 
prom;  another  lesbian  couple  also 
attended. 

After  Guilbert’s  case  received 


harassment  of  women  on  campus, 
and  fighting  for  our  cause.” 

When  asked  how  these  issues 
affected  gay  people  at  UMass, 
Louisa  Hackett  reported  that 
UMass/Boston  Gay  People  had 
been  contacted  and  expressed  full 
support  for  the  picket  and  the  on¬ 
going  struggle  against  harassment. 
“There  are  a  few  from  the  organi¬ 
zation  here  today,”  she  pointed 
out.  “There  would  be  more,  but 
the  organization  is  going  through 
a  difficult  period  of  internal  re¬ 
structuring  and  hasn’t  the  co¬ 
hesiveness  yet  to  emerge  full-force 
in  this  fight.  But  that’s  why  in  our 
flyers  and  press  releases  we  always 
refer  to  the  problem  of  students’ 
harassment  on  campus.  We  don’t 
say  women’s  harassment  because 
we  know  that  gay  men  have  also 
been  the  targets  of  harassment. 
Lesbians  get  it  both  barrels.” 

A  white  male  picketer,  Alec 
Johnson,  told  GCN,  “I’m  ob¬ 
viously  male  and  thus  not  directly 
threatened  by  the  sexual 
harassment  that  many  women 
undergo  all  the  time,  but  every 
time  a  woman  is  harassed,  I  am 
affected  indirectly  since  such 
harassment  threatens  the  quality 
of  life  all  around  me.  The  world  I 
want  to  live  and  study  and  work  in 
has  no  room  for  sexual  harass¬ 
ment.  That’s  why  violence  against 
women  and  gay  people  is  my 
issue,  too.” 


national  publicity,  Randy  Rohl,  a 
senior  at  Lincoln  High  School  in 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota,  .was 
permitted  by  school  officials  to 
take  another  man,  Grady  Quinn, 
to  his  1979  prom.  The  prom  went 
on  without  incident. 

Lincoln  High  principal  Fred 
Stephens  told  reporters  at  the  time 
that  he  gave  Rohl  permission  to 
escort  Quinn  because  “the  rules 
say  one  prom-goer  has  to  be  a 
senior.  They  could  take  their 
mother  if  they  want  .  .  .  It’s  a 
simple  matter  of  basing  the  legal 
decision  on  the  rules,  policies, 
traditions,  and  regulations.  ” 


This  column,  headlined  "  ‘Gay 
Power’:  But  a  political  force? 
Nonsense,  ”  appeared  in  the 
Dayton,  Ohio  Journal-Herald  on 
Friday,  April  25,  1980.  It  was 
written  by  Bob  Schumacher. 

Watch  out  for  queers! 

That  thescare  message  of  Gay 
Power,  Gay  Politics,  the  CBS  Re¬ 
ports  show  to  be  telecast  at  10 
p.m.  tomorrow  on  Channels  7  and 
9. 

Harry  Reasoner,  who  anchors 
the  program,  ends  it  by  saying: 
“It  is  no  longer  a  question  of 
whether  homosexuals  will  attempt 
to  achieve  political  power.  (The 
question  is)  what  will  they  attempt 
to  do  with  it?” 

The  answer  clearly  implied  by 
Gay  Power  is  that  they  will  try  to 
organize  into  a  powerful  political 
force  capable  of  controlling  local 
politicians,  to  impose  their  sexual 
values  on  the  rest  of  us,  demand 
the  right  to  engage  in  public  sexual 
activity,  and  generally  make  our 
lives  miserable. 

It  doesn’t  require  much  imagin¬ 
ation  to  view  the  program  as  a  call 
to  the  heterosexual  middle  class  to 
organize  itself  for  a  battle  to 
protect  the  traditional  values 
being  threatened  by  hordes  of 
homosexuals  coming  out  of  the 
closet. 

If  only  we  could  find  the  closet, 
maybe  we  could  send  a  division  of 
Marines  to  surround  it  and  de¬ 
mand  unconditonal  surrender. 

It’s  CBS  as  Anita  Bryant. 

Gay  Power chronicles  the  emer¬ 
gence  of  San  Francisco’s  gay  com¬ 
munity  as  a  major  political  force. 
It  shows  that  gays  are  represented 
in  nearly  all  segments  of  the  city’s 
establishment,  examines  the  gay 
lifestyle  in  the  Castro  Street  area 
(wjiich  the  program  calls  “the 
homosexual  Mecca  of  the  Western 
world”),  highlights  conflicts  be¬ 
tween  gays  and  the  “straight” 
community,  and  explains  how  the 
gays  became  strong  enough  to 
swing  last  fall’s  mayoral  election 
to  Diane  Feinstein  in  exchange  for 


promises  of  her  support  on  issues 
important  to  them. 

Taken  as  an  examination  of  San 
Francisco’s  gay  community  and 
its  influence  in  that  city,  Gay 
Power  is  good,  provocative  journ¬ 
alism.  But  the  program’s  em¬ 
phasis  on  conflicts  between  gays 
and  straights  and  its  apocalyptic 
tone  give  it  a  “we-they”  attitude 
which  hardly  seems  justified. 

This  tendency  of  ours  to  divide 
people  into  “minority  groups” 
with  supposedly  homogeneous  a 
ambitions,  views,  tastes  and  goals 
is  often  misleading  and  invalid. 

There’s  the  women’s  vote,  the 
Catholic  vote,  the  black  vote,  the 
conservative  vote  and  now  —  al¬ 
legedly  —  the  homosexual  vote. 
What  happens  to  a  black,  Catho¬ 
lic,  conservative  woman  who  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  a  lesbian?  When  we  all 
line  up  to  slug  it  out  for  whatever 
we’re  supposed  to  be  fighting 
over,  she  won’t  know  where  to 
stand. 

Even  if  gays  do  organize  into  a 
politically  powerful  force  all  over 
the  country,  who’s  to  say  that  will 
be  negative?  Aside  from  their  de¬ 
sire  to  be  protected  from  discrimi¬ 
nation  because  of  their  sexual 
preference,  they  are  likely  to  want 
many  of  the  same  things  as  the 
rest  of  us.  They  have  to  pay  the 
rent  or  the  mortgage,  deal  with  in¬ 
flation,  and  make  it  to  work  every 
day  just  like  everyone  else. 


Not  that  the  gay  community  in 
San  Francisco,  its  political  influ¬ 
ence  and  the  alleged  threat  to  tra¬ 
ditional  values  it  represents  is  not 
a  legitimate  story. 

But  San  Francisco  is  not  Mun- 
cie,  Ind.,  Dayton,  Ohio,  or  even 
Cleveland,  Detroit  or  Chicago. 
There  is  much  about  San  Francis¬ 
co  other  than  its  gay  community 
which  does  not  generalize  to  the 
rest  of  the  country. 

And  Gay  Power  fails  to  recog¬ 
nize  that.  It  implies  that  gays  are 
planning  to  take  over,  but  it  offers 
no  evidence  of  gays  becoming  a 
political  factor  in  any  city  other 
than  San  Francisco. 

The  program  also  gives  undue 
emphasis  to  the  sado-masochistic 
aspects  of  the  gay  culture,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  sadomasochism  and 
homosexuality  are  inextricably  re¬ 
lated. 

In  fact,  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe  such  sexual  behavior  is  any 
more  associated  with  homosex¬ 
uality  than  with  heterosexuality. 
“It’s  hard  to  see  that  it’s  con¬ 
nected  particularly  with  homosex¬ 
uality,”  Joan  Brewer  of  the 
Kinsey  Institute  for  Sex  Research 
in  Bloomington,  Ind.,  said  yester¬ 
day. 

Gay  Power  makes  for  interest¬ 
ing  viewing,  but  its  view  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  as  a  major  threat  to  mid¬ 
dle  America  is  overblown  and  irre¬ 
sponsible. 


CORRECTION 

In  last  week’s  issue  (GCN,  Vol.  7,  No. 
41),  the  photograph  of  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  trek  through  Flor¬ 
ida  was  taken  by  Allen  Grooms. 

In  the  May  3  issue  ( GCN ,  Vol.  7,  No. 
40),  in  the  article  “Anderson  Backs  Gay 
Rights  Bill,”  New  York  Mayor  Edward 
Koch’s  special  assistant  was  incorrectly 
designated.  He  is  Herbert  P.  Rickman, 
not  Herbert  Lifsman. 

Apologies  to  both  these  persons. 


Gay  Promgoer  Sues 
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WOMEN'S 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

o  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  Lesblon  health 

Issues.  Menopause, 
Herbal  healing, 
Others 
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FINAL  WEEK! 
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NOON  DAILY 
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transition  counseling  service 
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•  Transitional  Therapy 

•  Consultant  in  Transgender  Motivation 

•  General  Counseling  by  a 
Counseling  Transgenderist 

member: 

Assn,  for  the  Advancement  of  Psychology  (AAP) 
Association  for  Humanistic  Psychology  (AHP) 
Association  of  Sexologists 

Lowell  M A  (617)454-8295 

PRIVACY  ASSURED 


The  Idea! 


in  Copley  Square 


„A  "R 

Restaurant 

for  gay  women,  men, 
and  their  friends. 


2 1  Huntington  Avenue, 

Coplcv  Square.  Boston.  MA  J  *7$, 

247-8249  , _ 


Beacon  Hill 
Bicycle 


RALEIGH 

CONCORD 

DODSUN 


303  CAMBRIDGE  ST. 
BOSTON,  MA  02114 
(AT  CHARLES  STATION) 
(617)523-9133 


SOMA  (o\ 
BODYWORK  Vl  1/ 


SOMA  provides: 

•Greater  Energy  •More  Youthful  Appearance 

•Balanced  Posture  *Easy  Relaxation 

through  a  10  session  body  therapy  program 
Peter  L  StlckeJ,  Certified  SOMA  Practitioner 
739  East  Main  St.  •  Gloucester,  MA  01903  •  617/281-3308 
_ 384  Marlboro  St.  •  Boston,  MA  »  617/266-8122 _ 


Theater _ 

Beauty  is  as  Beauty  Does 


Robert  Patrick, 
Jack  Wrangler  and 
Dale  Merchant 
in  T-Shirts 


T-Shirts 

By  Robert  Patrick. 

Directed  by  Bill  Samson. 

With  Robert  Patrick,  Jack 
Wrangler,  Dale  Merchant. 
Produced  by  The  Glines  at  West- 
side  Mainstage  1,  New  York  NY 
Wednesday  through  Sunday. 
S7.00-S8.00 

By  Michael  Bronski 
Halfway  through  the  Glines 
production  of  Robert  Patrick’s 
T-Shirts  there  is  an  exchange 
between  a  famous  New  York 
playwright  and  a  young,  cute,  and 
somewhat  sycophantic  boy  who 
has,  accidentally,  landed  in  his 
apartment.  Tom,  the  boy,  asks  if 
Marvin,  the  playwright,  is  writing 
something  new  for  Broadway. 
Marvin:  I  write  from  what  I  know. 
What  I  know  now  isn't  likely  to  make 
Broadway.” 

Tom:  Why 

Marvin:  Because  if  anybody  cared 
about  the  things  I'm  writing  about,  it 
wouldn't  be  necessary  to  write  about 
them. 

Tom:  What  are  you  writing  about? 
Marvin:  Gay  life! 

Three  things  are  very  clear  about 
this  play:  Robert  Patrick  knows 
gay  life;  he  cares  about  it  (and  the 
people  in  it);  and  T-Shirts  is  a  hys¬ 
terically  funny,  pointed  piece  of 
social  criticism  that  is  very  likely 
not  going  to  get  to  Broadway. 

Before  any  further  confusion 
occurs  I  think  it  should  be  pointed 
out  that,  despite  similarities, 
Marvin  is  not  Robert  Patrick. 
Even  though  they  hold  some  of 
the  same  views,  have  some  of  the 
same  speech  mannerisms  (especi¬ 
ally  when  Robert  Patrick  is 
playing  the  part),  and  have  some 
of  the  same  history,  the 
identification  of  an  author  as  a 
character  in  one  of  his  plays  is 
only  going  to  obscure  and  confuse 
the  work’s  meaning  and  structure. 
There  is  something  of  Patrick  in 
Marvin  (and  there  is  something  of 
every  playwright  in  every 
character  —  it  is  a  matter  of 
degree).  However,  there  is  a  lot 
more  to  T-Shirts  than  a  platform 
for  Robert  Patrick  to  sound  off. 

T-Shirts  is  about  an  evening  in 
the  lives  of  three  New  York  City 
gay  men  who  suddenly  find  them¬ 
selves  dealing  with  all  those  things 
people  deal  with  all  of  their  lives: 
aging,  cruising,  relationships,  self¬ 
esteem,  self-hatred,  and  how  one, 
generally,  gets  through  day  after 
day.  Marvin  (famous  playwright) 
and  his  roommate  (no  euphemism 
intended)  Kink  live  on  the  lower 
east  side.  Both  have  just  given  up 


drinking,  and  therefore  their 
constant  joke  making  is  a  little 
more  frantic  than  usual.  Into  their 
midst  falls  Tom  —  young, 
cute, and  playing  real  dumb  to  get 
attention  (sort  of  like  Marilyn 
Monroe  in  All  About  Eve). 
Marvin  spends  most  of  his  time 
travelling  around  to  see  his  plays 
and  feeling  unattractive,  and  not 
having  sex.  King  spends  most  of 
his  time  working  and  getting 
tricks.  Both  are  attracted  to  Tom, 
who  is  more  than  a  little  aware  of 
it.  As  the  evening  progresses,  and 
Marvin  and  Tom  get  a  little 
drunk,  the  sexual  tension  between 
Tom  and  the  roommates  builds. 

But  T-Shirts  is  not  really  a  plot¬ 
ted  play;  the  real  substance  of  it  is 
not  in  who  is  going  to  end  up  in 
bed  with  whom,  but  rather,  why 
things  happen  and  what  makes 
people  (especially  these  people) 
the  way  they  are.  Marvin’s  quip 
about  no  one  caring  about  gay  life 
is  at  the  heart  of  the  play.  His 
criticisms  are  harsh:  “Gay  life  is 
okay  if  you’re  very  pretty  or  if 
you’re  rich  and  inhuman.”  He 
sees  gay  life  as  a  consumer 
paradise  where  good  looks  are 
exchanged  for  cash;  the  preyed 
upon  become  the  preyers,  and 
here  is  little  integrity  or  thought. 
The  “liberated”  world  of 
Mandate  and  Blueboy  is  attacked 
for  its  commercialism,  parasitism, 
and  just  plain  uncaring,  unloving, 
and  destructive  structures. 

If  Marvin’s  criticism  of  gay  life 
is  harsh,  his  self-criticism  is  even 
harsher:  “Gay  life  is  great.  Gay 
life  is  paradise.  It’s  just  that 
paradise  lost  .  .  .  me.”  “The  only 
reason  I’m  reactionary  is  because 
I  get  no  reactions.”  As  succinct  as 
Marvin’s  evaluation  of  some  of 
gay  life  is,  part  of  his  problem  is 
that  he  has  bought  into  the  lie  that 
says  it  has  to  be  that  way;  the 
other  part  of  his  problem  is  that 
he  knows  that  and  feels  terrible 
about  it. 

A  major  strength  of  T-Shirts  is 
that  it  is  able  to  look  at  the  post- 
Stonewall  world  of  gay  men  and 
say:  this  is  not  enough;  we  can  do 
better.  A  straight  writer  would 
have  Marvin  kill  himself  (even 
attractive  homosexuals  kill 
themselves  in  straight  people’s 
plays);  in  Boys  in  the  Band  he  just 
would  have  been  unhappy. 
Patrick  has  him  go  on  his  way, 
intact,  self  knowledge  and  all.  It  is 
also  stated  again  and  again  that  all 
these  problems  are  not  indigenous 
to  gay  life  —  they  are  a  reflection 


of  the  American  Way:  “Well, 
hell,  what  would  there  be  for  an 
American  to  do  if  he  did  grow 
up.?” 

Much  is  made  (usually  by 
Marvin)  during  the  play  of 
Marvin’s  unattractiveness.  The 
notes  in  the  printed  version  say 
that  he  is  “wonderful  looking 
butby  no  means  handsome  or 
sexy.  Noticeably  overweight.” 
Much  of  Marvin’s  criticism  of  gay 
life  is  that  physical  beauty  is  the 
currency  that  buys  happiness. 
(Again,  true  of  American  culture.) 
T-Shirts'  insistance  upon  this 
criticism  gives  it  real  punch  and 
stamina.  A  play  like  The  Elephant 
Man  has  garnered  much  praise  for 
treating  this  topic:  in  it,  a  grossly 
deformed  man  is  shown  to  be  as 
sensitive  as  everyone  else  —  in  fact 
more  sensitive.  It  tells  us  that  the 
physical,  in  fact,  means  very  little 
about  a  person’s  worth.  (Of 
course,  on  Broadway,  the  part 
was  played  by  an  extremely  attrac¬ 
tive  man  who  mimed  the  deform¬ 
ities  —  presumably,  audiences 
would  not  have  wanted  to  see 
someone  made  up  to  look  really 


hideous:  no  sympathy  there.)  It’s 
a  nice  lesson,  very  safe,  and  we 
don’t  have  to  deal  with  the  actual 
fact  of  someone  being  —  or  in  the 
case  of  T-Shirts  —  feeling,  unat¬ 
tractive.  There  is  no  easy  lesson  in 
T-Shirts.  Marvin  must  exist  in  the 
world  and  he  makes  the  best  he 
can  of  it.  Knowing  he  is  right  in 
his  criticism  doesn’t  make  him  feel 
better  —  and  it  shouldn’t  make  us 
feel  better  either. 

T-Shirts,  like  all  of  Robert 
Patrick’s  plays,  is  wonderfully 
funny  .'The  one-liners  fly  all  over 
the  stage,  yet  we  never  lose  sight 
of  the  serious  matter  beneath. 
There  is  also  something  here  that 
is  sorely  missing  from  most  other 
plays:  a  love  of  language,  and  the 
ability  to  use  it.  Marvin’s  long 
tirade  against  gay  life  is  a  small 
masterpiece  of  rhythm  and  style. 

The  Glines  production  is  well- 
mounted  and  played.  Robert 
Patrick  is  perfect  as  Marvin;  I’ve 
never  seen  so  much  activity  on 
stage  without  overacting.  Jack 
Wrangler  gets  to  both  take  off  his 
clothes  and  act.  His  Kink  is  rather 
slow  and  laconic  —  not  as  I  had 


imagined  the  character  when  I 
first  read  the  play  —  but  his  char¬ 
acterization  is  fine.  You  have  a 
real  sense  that  he  and  Patrick  (or 
rather,  Kink  and  Marvin)  have  a 
deep  seated  affection  between 
them;  it  gives  the  production  a 
solid,  firm,  basis  from  which  to 
work  the  jokes.  Dale  Merchant 
cuts  the  nasty  side  of  Tom  with 
enough  plausible  gullibility  and 
endearing  nerve,  that  he  is  not  all 
that  obnoxious.  It’s  a  difficult 
role  —  after  all,  the  other  two 
have  all  the  best  lines  —  and  he 
makes  the  best  of  it.  Director  Bill 
Samson  has  done  a  fine  job  keep¬ 
ing  the  energy  up,  and  never 
losing  sight  of  the  play  through 
the  jokes.  (Those  with  a  queenly 
memory  will  remember  his  fine 
work  on  Aged  in  Wood  and  Foot¬ 
steps  on  the  Ceiling.)  Extra  credit 
is  also  due  Robert  Patrick  who 
oversaw  the  production. 

T-Shirts  will  probably  never  get 
to  Broadway  and  it  can  use  all  the 
support  it  can  get  now.  It’s  a 
funny,  important  play  that 
deserves  an  audience  as  much  as 
gay  audiences  deserve  great  plays. 


Poston  Shoppers  Guide 
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Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Rodio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T.V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa¬ 
tion  a  specialty.  Mass  Tech.  Lie  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


-PEERLESS- 

Roofing.  Tar  & 
Gravel.  Asphalt 
Shingles.  Slate  & 
Gutters.  Chimneys. 
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HappyBirthdayRick 

LEARN  TO  FIX  YOUR  DIKE 

at  the 

DICYCLE 

REPAIR 

COLLECTIVE 

351  Broadway,  Comb. 
866-3392 

COMMUTING?  SEE  USI 


Hnn 

Natural  body  care  products  for  face,  hair  &  skin  for  men  and  women. 
Lotions,  Cremes,  Oils,  Perfumes, 

Sea  Sponges,  Shampoos,  Masques 

Colorful  Glycerine  Soap*  -  Si. 00 
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Stop  in,  telephone,  or  send  for  free  mail  order  brochure. 

78  Dartmouth  St  (nr.  Appleton)  Boston,  MA  02116  617/5364111 


lemon 

lilac 

lime 

magnolia 

orange 

rose 


CWATERSHIP 

‘INN  ^ 

Relaxed  atmosphere 

Central  location 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

PO  Box  918 

Innkeepers: 

Winthrop  Street 

Vince  Tutela 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 

and  Jim  Foss 

617-487-0094 

Ken  nowara 
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WANT  TO 
LOOK  HOT? 


Well,  you  could  fly  to  New  York  ($96.00) 
and  take  a  cab  to  the  Village  ($15.°°) 
and  pay  inflated  prices 
and  8%  tax  for  the 
latest  summer  fashions  .  .  . 

OR  Save  $XX.00 

Take  the  Green  Line  to  Copley  (251) 

and  walk  to  526  Tremont  St. 

and  save  30-50% 
air  fare,  cab  fare,  and  tax 


526  LEATHERS 

526  Tremont  Street 
in  the  South  End 

Tuesday-Friday  4:30-9:00 
Saturday  12:00-8:00 

Telephone  451-0194 


Some  Thoughts  on  a  Concert  Disruptio) 


By  Lee  Swislow 

On  March  1  in  San  Francisco  the  11th  Annual  Women 
and  the  Law  Conference  sponsored  a  concert  featuring  Linda 
Tillery,  Mary  Watkins,  and  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock.  Joining 
Tillery  on  stage  were  two  back-up  musicians,  including  Ra- 
Obiedo,  a  guitarist  and  —  more  to  the  point  —  a  man. 

His  presence  led  to  an  outburst  of  rage  by  a  small  group 
of  women  who  felt  their  best  response  to  this  was  to  yell  “Get 
the  prick  off  the  stage”  and  to  throw  things  at  the  musicians 
(trash,  tomatoes  and  cigarette  butts,  according  to  Plexus,  a 
San  Francisco  area  women’s  newspaper).  In  a  confrontation 
following  the  concert  in  the  lobby  outside  the  concert  hall, 
Sally  Kilberg,  a  conference  organizer,  was  allegedly  slapped  in 
the  face  by  one  of  these  women. 

The  April  issue  of  Plexus  contains  a  number  of  letters 
about  this  event.  The  disruptors  are  accused  of  racism, 
antifeminist  actions,  and  throwing  a  fascist  tantrum.  The 
women  who  walked  out  claimed  it  was  an  assault  to  be 
confronted  by  a  man  on  the  stage  and  an  insult  to  be  given  the 
finger  by  Linda  Tillery  as  part  of  her  response  to  their 
disruption. 

I  don’t  know  how  significant  this  event  was  in  terms  of 
disturbing  the  concert.  It  sounded  bad  in  Plexus.  But  when  I 
talked  with  Nancy  Polikoff,  a  Washington  D.C.  woman  who 
was  there,  she  said  she  didn’t  think  more  than  half  of  the 
people  attending  really  knew  what  was  going  on.  She  was 
sitting  near  the  front  and  didn’t  see  anything  thrown,  though 
that  could  have  happened.  “It’s  a  big  place,”  she  said.  “It 
holds  thousands.” 

Nancy  saw  the  confrontation  outside  the  hall  between 
some  of  the  concert  organizers  and  the  women  who  had 
disrupted.  “Anyone  would  say  these  women  were  physically 
threatening  —  standing  very  close  and  yelling.  They  wouldn’t 


stop  yelling  and  they  wouldn’t  go  away.” 

Yet  this  is  an  event  that  does  have  significance  as  a 
statement  about  the  lesbian  community. 

Some  women,  in  the  name  of  righteous  anger  over  being 
confronted  by  a  man  where  they  expected  only  women,  felt 
assaulted  enough  to  yell,  to  threaten,  to  throw  things,  to 
disrupt.  I  read  this,  think  about  this,  and  ask  —  is  this  my 
movement? 

And  sadly  enough,  the  answer  is  yes. 

I  suppose  I  should  start  with  the  immediate  cause  —  a 
man  on  the  stage.  In  the  publicity,  women  musicians  were 
advertised  as  Tillery’s  back-up  band.  Obiedo  was  an  unexpect¬ 
ed  substitute,  though  Tillery  had  told  some  of  the  conference 
organizers  two  weeks  in  advance. 

Musically,  I  don’t  think  it  mattered  that  he  was  there  — 
with  eyes  closed,  I  doubt  many  would  recognize  the  sounds  of 
a  male  guitar. 

Psychically/emotionally  —  I  suppose  it  could  be  argued. 
It  was  a  big  concert  with  over  2000  people  there,  mostly 
women,  but  many  men.  It  was  not  women’s  space. 

But  that  is  really  missing  the  point.  Those  who  disrupted 
the  concert  felt  violated  at  being  confronted  by  a  man  and 
being  expected  to  listen  to  him  perform.  That  was  the  outrage 
that  took  precedence  over  all  else  and  gave  license  for  their 
actions. 

And  for  me,  this  is  the  point  —  that  some  women  have 
reached  a  place  of  such  righteousness  that  anything  goes.  At 
any  moment  any  one  may  become  an  enemy  and  deserve 
treatment  as  such. 

On  one  level,  I  don’t  even  care  about  the  reasons  Linda 
Tillery  asked  a  man  to  play  with  her,  as  I  find  my  feelings  so 
focused  on  the  response  she  received. 

Yet  I  do  care;  they  are  important.  In  all  the  controversy 


about  the  concert,  Linda  Tillery  —  her  presence  and  her  state- it 
ment  _  get  lost.  Tillery  is  a  black  lesbian  feminist  who  has  jj 
been  vocal  and  strong  about  all  those  parts  of  her  life  and  her 
politics. 

She  may  have  asked  Ray  Obiedo  to  play  with  her  just  j , 
because  she  needed  a  guitarist  and  he  was  available.  More  ( 
likely,  she  thought  about  what  it  meant  to  ask  a  man  to  play 
with  her.  I  can  think  about  it  in  many  ways  —  as  a  statement 
about  racial  unity,  about  sharing  our  space,  about  acknow-i 
ledging  that  we  have  brothers  as  well  as  sisters. 

It’s  not  just  respect  for  Linda  Tillery’s  choice  that 
vanished  with  the  shouts  and  catcalls  —  it  is  the  whole  idea  i 
that  we  learn  and  grow  from  each  other’s  lives  and  decisions 
and  that  we  should  delight  in  this. 

It  was  not  an  extraordinary  event  that  Linda  Tillery’s 
concert  was  disrupted.  There  are  politics  that  encouraged  and 
led  to  the  disruption. 

I’ve  always  felt  a  mix  of  loving  and  hating  in  the  women’s 
movement  —  the  excitement  of  loving  women  and  the  rage  of 
hating  men.  As  women  we  have  plenty  to  be  angry  about  and  it 
has  been  powerful  and  liberating  to  acknowledge  that  rage. 

For  me,  letting  in  some  of  that  anger  meant  opening 
myself  to  a  torrent  of  feeling.  Yet  the  anger  still  seemed  like 
something  to  be  recognized  and  allowed,  but  not  something  to 
be  dominated  by.  A  feeling  born  from  the  injustices  of  this 
society  —  but  not  a  feeling  on  which  to  build  a  new  one. 

It’s  hard  to  know  how  to  build  a  new  society  and  a  new 
culture.  Loving  women?  There’s  been  a  lot  of  disappointment 
there.  The  early  feeling  in  the  women’s  movement  was  that  we 
could  all  love  each  other  and  be  friends  and  find  closeness  and 
comfort  because  we  were  all  women. 

Except  we  were  all  different  women,  coming  from  differ¬ 
ent  places,  growing  at  different  paces,  making  different 


Recollections  of  Boston ’s  Gay  M 


By  John  Kyper 

Washington  seems  to  be  a  city  I  have  known  by  the 
various  demonstrations  I  have  attended  there.  Once  I  spent  a 
night  in  the  local  jail  with  85  Vietnam  veterans  and  their 
friends,  after  we  had  occupied  the  Lincoln  Memorial  to  protest 
the  continuing  war.  A  year  later  I  joined  with  many  of  these 
same  people  to  demonstrate  again,  during  Nixon’s  second 
inaugural. 

The  gay  march  in  October  was  my  fifth  visit,  and  it 
brought  back  many  memories  of  the  first  time  I  was  in  the  city, 
at  the  National  Mobilization  a  decade  before,  which  had  also 
been  held  on  the  grounds  of  the  Washington  Monument.  The 
counterdemonstrators  at  the  march  this  past  October,  with 
their  “Repent  or  Perish”  banners,  had  the  same  hate- 
contorted  expressions  as  those  who  had  carried  the  “Bomb 
Hanoi”  signs  in  1969.  (One  of  them  I  had  seen  last  spring 
harassing  a  gay  demonstration  in  Berkeley,  wearing  the  same 
huge  banner  —  it  was  almost  a  sail  —  that  was  mounted  on  his 
back  with  an  elaborate  contraption  of  aluminum  poles.  They 
were  at  it  again  at  the  march  on  Sacramento  in  January.  New 
Right  money  at  work?)  And  the  inane  chants  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Socialist  League  —  “Jimmy  Carter  kiss  my  ass!”  was 
one  —  reminded  me  of  the  macho  adventurism  of  the 
Weathermen,  who  had  attacked  the  Justice  Department  and 
gotten  many  of  the  rest  of  us  gassed. 

Only  later  did  I  learn  about  the  New  York  Gay  Liberation 
Front’s  contingent  at  the  Mobilization,  which  had  created 
quite  a  little  sensation.  Had  I  seen  it  1  would  likely  have  been 
very  threatened:  I  was  then  in  the  final  throes  of  coming  out. 
However,  three  weeks  later  I  would  have  eagerly  joined  them. 

Ten  years.  1  opened  the  1970s  by  making  love  to  another 
man  for  the  first  time,  on  New  Year’s  Day.  At  22, 1  was  finally 
achieving  a  sense  of  myself  as  a  complete,  sexual  being.  It  was 
a  revelation  to  discover  all  around  me  Boston’s  hitherto 
invisible  gay  community.  From  my  experience  as  a  would-be 
student  activist  at  the  University  of  Vermont,  I  realized  that  if 
I  didn’t  like  what  I  saw,  then  it  was  up  to  me  to  help  change  it. 
Countless  others  were  coming  to  the  same  conclusion  at  the 
same  time. 

Conscientious  objection  had  led,  inexorably,  to  gay 
liberation.  By  my  refusal  to  “measure  up”  as  a  Man  and 
become  a  trained  killer  for  the  State,  I  had  come  to  see  that  my 
Manhood  was  dispensible.  To  assume  an  unnatural  machismo 
would  be  self-destructive  of  all  that  I  most  valued. 

The  1960s  had  been  a  difficult  time:  repressed  adolescence 
that  emerged,  too  slowly,  into  uncertain  adulthood.  Contrary 
to  the  general  stereotype,  the  decade  just  passed  was  far  more 
purposeful  and  fulfilling  than  were  those  tortured  years,  or  the 
wretched  decade  that  had  come  before.  Growing  up  in  the 
small  towns  and  cities  of  Northern  New  England,  I  was  the  last 
to  recognize  the  truth  spoken  by  the  other  boys  who  taunted 
me  as  “queer,”  unable  to  appreciate  the  unintended 
compliment  of  being  called  a  “sissy.”  I  had  heard  of  those 
twisted  creatures  called  homosexuals,  but  I  could  not  identify 
with  them.  Instead,  like  David  in  Word  Is  Out,  I  assumed  in 
my  lonely  existence  that  1  was  incapable  of  loving. 

Freshman  Army  ROTC  was  the  biggest  influence  in 
resolving  my  doubts  about  the  interminable  war  in  Vietnam. 
(My  instructors  would  have  been  horrified  to  learn  that  theirs 
was  the  most  influential  course  1  took  during  my  three  years  at 
Vermont.)  After  much  agonizing,  1  finally  admitted,  during 
the  long,  hot  summer  of  1967,  that  I  was  against  the  war. 

My  decision  to  oppose  the  war  was  the  most  radical  thing 
1  have  ever  done.  The  strength  I  had  developed  after  being 
taunted  had  enabled  me  to  see  through  the  patriotic  hysteria 
and  official  rationale  justifying  the  war.  From  this  initial  move 
I  soon  realized  that  I  had  to  question  everything  that  had  been 
presented  to  me.  My  childhood  indoctrination  no  longer 


provided  the  answers  when  I  began  to  probe  whether  an 
imperial  America  was  really  serving  my  needs  or  the  needs  of 
the  majority  of  the  American  people.  I  decided  I  could  not 
serve  in  the  military  under  any  circumstances.  I  would  not  let 
my  ROTC  instructors  mold  me  (to  use  their  term)  into  an 
officer. 

As  I  questioned  I  began  to  assert  my  need  to  live  my  life 
for  myself.  A  family  fight  that  Christmas  led  to  an  explosion, 
when  I  eneded  up  screaming  that  I  wasn’t  going  to  play  “baby 
brother”  any  longer,  after  20  years.  It  was  a  catharsis.  I  ended 
up  for  two  weeks  on  a  psychiatric  ward,  which  proved  to  be 
the  refuge  I  needed.  During  one  of  the  sessions  with  my 
doctor,  I  recognized,  with  a  shock,  the  truth  about  my 
sexuality,  after  I  had  described  my  sexual  fantasies. 

I  needed  two  more  years,  and  many  false  starts,  before  I 
could  find  myself.  I  felt  pitifully  naive,  unsure  of  where  to 
begin. I  took  a  semester  off  from  school  and  worked  for  six 
months  (incongruously)  as  a  psychiatric  aide  at  Vermont  State 
Hopsital.  For  the  first  time  I  met  open  gays  among  the  staff, 
who  demonstrated  that  homosexuality  was  more  than  the 
simple-minded  stereotype.  I  also  met  several  closet  cases  there 
and  recognized  how  unhappy  they  were  because  of  what  they 
were  trying  to  repress  —  visions  of  what  I  feared  I  could 
become.  (One  was  an  alcoholic  who  was  alternately  a  patient 
and  an  aide;  another,  who  insisted  I  couldn’t  possibly  be 
homosexual  after  I  had  told  him  I  thought  I  was,  later  tried  to 
kill  himself.) 

Some  of  the  gay  aides  were  very  helpful  and  supportive. 
Yet  with  all  of  the  good  advice  in  the  world,  I  still  had  to  learn 
for  myself  and  make  my  own  mistakes.  There  were  times  when 
I  was  obsessed  with  the  thought  of  suicide  (but  not  the  will  to 
try  it),  and  I  was  exploited  in  a  couple  of  fumbling  sexual 
explorations  in  YMCAs.  Once  I  was  raped,  and  I  began  to 
think  homosexuality  was  characterized  by  exploitation  and 
impersonality. 

Intimately  connected  with  my  struggle  for  sexual  identity 
was  my  need  to  confront  the  draft.  I  became  increasingly 
disturbed  by  my  student  deferment,  a  middle  class  privilege 
that  allowed  me  to  protest  the  war  while  remaining  immune  to 
its  consequences.  And  when  I  held  a  temporary  psychiatric 
exemption  I  realized  that  I  had  a  vested  interest  in  remaining 
“mentally  ill”  that  seemed  to  be  sabotaging  my  attempts  to  get 
myself  together.  I  was  too  repressed,  too  frightened,  to 
consider  “checking  the  box”  at  the  draft  physical  and 
becoming  exempt  as  a  homosexual. 

For  a  long  time  I  was  absorbed  in  the  dilemma  of  whether 
to  resist  the  draft  or  become  a  conscientious  objector.  Resist¬ 
ance  was  clearly  the  “most  moral”  choice  (I  thought),  but 
prison  seemed  to  promise  the  terrors  of  the  unknown, 
especially  while  I  was  going  through  my  prolonged  sexual 
crisis.  In  the  end  1  decided  to  “compromise”  with  myself,  and 
I  performed  two  years’  alternate  service  in  a  Boston  hospital. 

In  the  autumn  I  returned  for  what  was  to  be  my  last  year 
at  the  University.  I  was  fired  up  for  student  activism,  but  1968 
had  been  a  very  disillusioning  year,  after  the  assassinations  of 
Martin  Luther  King  and  Robert  Kennedy.  Pope  Paul’s  con¬ 
demnation  of  birth  control  symbolized  for  me  the  resurgent 
orthodoxy  that  was  striking  back  at  dissidence  everywhere. 
The  sight  of  Soviet  tanks  in  the  streets  of  Prague  was  quickly 
mirrored  by  the  spectacle  of  berserk  cops  on  the  streets  of 
Chicago.  1  felt  like  I  was  beholding  the  resurrection  of  those 
twin  bogeymen  of  the  Cold  War,  Joseph  Stalin  and  Joseph 
McCarthy.  And  after  all  the  dust  had  settled,  we  ended  up  with 
a  choice  between  Hubert  Humphrey,  an  apologist  for 
Johnson’s  war,  a  media  creation  called  “the  New  Nixon”  — 
and  George  Wallace.  I  didn’t  regret  not  being  quite  old  enough 
to  vote. 

Radical  politics  at  Vermont  seemed  no  more  satisfying: 


the  place  was  a  hotbed  of  apathy.  I  joined  the  Students  for  a 
Democratic  Society  (SDS)  as  a  personal  protest  against  the  i 
election,  but  I  found  its  literature  worthless  bombast  — 
vindictive  and  doctrinaire.  I  was  also  alienated  by  the  sexism  of  j 
one  particular  self-proclaimed  leftist  Heavy,  who  called  all  of 
his  opponents  “faggots.”  By  the  time  an  SDS  chapter  was 
finally  formed  on  the  campus,  I  was  no  longer  interested. \ 
Before  the  end  of  the  school  year  we  pulled  off  a  successful 
anti-ROTC  rally  —  an  unheard  of  600  people  —  but  by  then  I  ' 
had  decided  to  leave  school. 

I  moved  to  Boston  in  June,  1969.  Vermont  had  seemed  to  I 
be  in  the  radical  bush  leagues,  and  I  wanted  to  go  where  “the , 
Movement”  was.  (The  state  has  changed  a  lot  since  then,  and  I 
often  toy  with  the  thought  of  moving  back.  Maybe  1'will,  yet.) 
But  1969  was  the  year  of  the  fatal  SDS  split,  and  I  found  what 
was  left  of  the  movement  furiously  ripping  itself  to  shreds, 
fighting  over  incredibly  obscure  differences  of  dogma.  I 
thought  I  was  watching  medieval  theologians  debating 
thenumber  of  angels  on  a  pin!  (Some  gay  groups,  alas,  have 
been  no  less  susceptible  to  such  sectarian  nonsense:  Witness 
the  split  several  years  ago  in  the  Lavender  and  Red  Union,  and 
its  quarreling  progeny  in  the  Sparticist  League  and  the 
Revolutonary  Socialist  League.)  Reconstructing  a  militarist 
society  was  going  to  take  more  than  the  substitution  of  one 
male  power  trip  for  another. 

However,  I  was  inspired  with  the  utopian  yet  prophetic 
vision  that  wars  would  end  only  when  people  refused  to  fight.  I 
had  the  good  luck  to  meet  several  members  of  the  Prisoners’ 
Information  and  Support  Service  —  PISS,  for  short  —  a 
collective  living  on  the  back  side  of  Roxbury’s  Fort  Hill.  They 
were  a  joyous  bunch  of  draft  resisters  and  their  supporters, 
many  of  whom  I  later  discovered  were  gay.  Two  were  about  to 
go  back  to  jail  after  raiding  a  South  Side  Chicago  draft  board 
and  napaiming  20,000  files.  One  of  them  put  my  own  decision 
to  cooperate  into  perspective  when  he  said,  “Don’t  go  to  jail  if 
you  don’t  absolutely  feel  that  you  have  to.”  There  was  no 
good  in  consigning  myself  to  a  martyrdom  I  didn’t  want,  or 
feeling  guilty  about  my  choice.  The  struggle  continues 
everywhere. 

At  a  time  when  SDS  splinters  like  the  Progressive  Labor 
Party  and  the  Weathermen  were  trying  to  stampede  me  into 
their  political  guilt  trips,  preoccupation  with  the  “bourgeois” 
issue  of  my  sexual  orientation  seemed  incongruous.  Yet  both 
the  women’s  and  the  gay  movements  grew  out  of  the  demise  of 
the  male  New  Left,  as  women  and  gay  men  recognized  that  the 
issues  of  personal  existence  can  be  a  basis  for  the  most  real 
politics  of  all.  At  first  I  watched  the  feminists  from  an  envious 
distance.  The  sight  of  such  assertive  women  forced  me  to 
confront  my  own  misogyny  against  programmed  feminine 
roles.  I  sensed  that  their  struggle  against  sexual  roles  was  my 
struggle,  butl  didn’t  know  where  I  fit  in.  I  soon  figured  it  out. 

In  June,  the  same  month  as  the  SDS  split,  an  event 
occurred  that  was  to  be  far  more  significant:  The  Stonewall 
Rebellion.  Courageous  drag  queens  in  New  York  resisted  a 
police  raid  for  the  first  time  and  fought  back.  It  was  a  catalytic 
event,  like  Rosa  Parks’  refusal  to  sit  in  the  back  of  the  bus 
which  touched  off  a  decade  of  black  civil  rights  protests. 
Twenty  years  of  quiet  organizing  by  the  homophile  movement 
had  culminated  in  the  explosion  called  gay  liberation.  To  learn 
about  Christopher  Street  —  four  months  later,  through  a 
Newsweek  article  snidely  titled  “Police  and  the  Third  Sex”  — 
was,  finally,  the  knowledge  I  needed.  So,  too,  were  the  early 
gay  liberation  articles  syndicated  by  the  underground  press] 
and  printed  in  Cambridge’s  Broadside/Free  Press. 

My  long  struggles  with  the  draft  and  with  my  sexuality 
finally  resolved  themselves  in  late  1969.  I  came  out  two  weeks 
after  I  had  begun  my  alternative  service.  During  that  final 
period,  preoccupation  with  homosexuality  had  become  a 
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choices.  We  didn’t  all  like  each  other.  We  didn’t  even  all 
respect  each  other.  The  divisions  became  more  and  more 
important  —  between  socialist  feminist  and  radical  feminist, 
lesbian  and  heterosexual,  separatist  and  hon-separatist. 

I  felt  a  politic  of  hate  come  into  the  movement. 

I  want  to  think  more  about  where  that  politic  comes  from. 
Disappointment  in  our  early  visions  of  sisterhood  is  only  a 
partial  answer. 

I  know  it’s  not  easy  to  feel  good  about  yourself  in  this 
society.  Almost  all  of  us  live  feeling  powerless  in  one  way  or 
another  —  women,  blacks,  gay  people,  disabled  people, 
Native  Americans,  ethnic  minorities  —  the  list  goes  on  and  on. 

We  suffer  from  real  oppression  and  injustice.  But  recog¬ 
nizing  this  oppression  doesn’t  end  it.  We  still  don’t  have 
complete  power  and  control  over  our  lives.  And  we  still  don’t 
have  the  final  answer  on  how  to  get  it. 

There  is  no  clear  path  to  a  totally  liberated  and  free 
society.  I  try  to  do  the  political  work  that  feels  good  to  me  and 
seems  to  make  sense,  but  I  don’t  know  what  is  really  going  to 
change  the  world. 

An  analysis  that  says  women  are  good  and  men  are  bad 
answers  a  lot  of  questions  for  some  women.  It  leads  to  a  simple 
and  clear  strategy.  In  the  short  run,  spend  as  much  time  as  pos¬ 
sible  just  with  women.  In  the  long  run,  get  rid  of  men.  It’s  a 
way  to  try  to  escape  from  a  morass  of  pain  and  uncertainty, 
particularly  if  you  don’t  worry  about  racial  oppression  or 
ethnic  oppression  or  the  brother  you  still  really  love. 

However,  some  women  have  also  gained  a  lot  of  personal 
power  and  prestige  in  the  movement  by  putting  themselves  in 
the  vanguard  of  man-hating  politics. 

For  years  I’ve  seen  the  movement  pushed  and  split  by  ever 
more  correct  lines  —  it’s  most  correct  to  be  a  lesbian,  it’s  most 
correct  to  be  a  separatist,  it’s  most  correct  to  be  an  extremely 

ovement 

relentless  obsession,  and  I  found  references  to  the  subject  and 
perceived  advances  from  other  men,  seemingly,  everywhere. 
Deliverance  from  uncertainty  and  paranoia  came  at  a  Joni 
'Mitchell  concert  early  in  December,  on  my  birthday.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  experience  was  not  in  the  least  romantic:  it 
spoiled  the  concert,  but  when  I  walked  out  of  Symphony  Hall  1 
was  much  more  certain  about  who  I  was  than  I  had  been  a 
couple  of  hours  before. 

The  best  known  gay  bar  in  Boston  at  that  time  was 
probably  the  Punchbowl,  across  Columbus  Avenue  from  the 
Statler  Hilton.  I  lived  just  on  the  other  side  of  the  Turnpike  in 
the  months  before  I  came  out,  and  I  walked  by  the  Punchbowl 
every  day.  But  the  night  I  summed  up  the  nerve  to  go  in  I 
discovered  it  had  closed  the  week  before.  It  was  soon  leveled 
for  a  parking  lot  beside  the  University  of  Massachusetts,  where 
I  was  to  go  to  school  four  years  later.  Instead,  I  found  Sporters 
after  searching  through  Bay  Village  and  the  Combat  Zone.  I 
had  thought  that  homosexuals  were  all  years  older  than  I,  that 
they  had  affected  mannerisms  but  all  my  ridiculous  but  real 
fears  evaporated  when  I  found  the  drab  facade  with  the  small, 
dimly-lit  sign  over  the  door.  I  walked  in  to  find  a  group  of 
human  beings  fully  as  diverse  as  any  I  had  ever  encountered. 

I  was  drunk  with  this  exposure  to  gay  energy,  and  I  went 
to  Sporters  nearly  every  night  for  a  month.  But  I  quickly  tired 
of  standing  around  for  hours  in  a  cramped,  smoky  room, 
staring  at  other  men  and  trying  in  my  shyness  to  start  a  conver¬ 
sation  with  a  stranger  without  feeling  like  a  fool.  I  soon  tired 
of  the  game.  In  January,  1970,  an  ad  in  Boston  After  Dark  for 
people  interested  in  starting  a  Student  Homophile  League  got 
me  in  touch  with  Stan  Tillotson. 

Boston’s  visible  gay  community  was  nowhere  near  as  large 
or  as  organized  as  it  is  today.  There  were  half  as  many  bars, 
and  only  three  organizations.  There  were  no  baths  or  news¬ 
papers.  Lundeen’s  Turkish  Baths,  located  in  the  alley  behind 
the  Trailways  terminal,  had  been  forced  to  close  several  years 
before,  rumor  had  it,  because  the  owner  had  balked  at  an 
increase  in  the  price  of  the  protection  payoff  to  the  police.  The 
Los  Angeles  Advocate  —  then  very  different  from  what  it  is 
now  —  was  the  only  major  gay  paper  around,  soon  to  be 
followed  by  Gay,  from  New  York.  Both  were  often  tacky  and 
sexist,  but  Gay  was,  by  far,  grosser.  (It  was  published  by  the 
publishers  of  Screw).  The  Advocate  had  begun  two  years 
before  as  a  mimeographed  organizational  newsletter. 

The  Homophile  Union  of  Boston  (HUB),  the  city’s  first 
established  gay  organization,  started  in  January,  1969,  in 
Frank  Morgan’s  Dorchester  living  room.  (I  always  admired 
Frank  for  having  the  guts  to  come  out  in  the  community  where 
he  had  grown  up.)  By  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  also  the 
Boston  University  Homophile  Club,  which  soon  expanded  to 
become  the  area-wide  Student  Homophile  League  (SHL)  and  a 
chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  Bilitis  (DOB).  Appropriately,  this 
Puritan-Catholic  city  that  was  notorious  for  banning  books 
until  a  generation  ago,  had  little  history  of  homophile  organi¬ 
zation.  Attempts  to  form  a  local  Mattachine  Society  in  the 
1950s  had  floundered  because  of  the  abrasive  personality  of 
Prescott  Townsend,  its  eccentric  Yankee  Brahmin  founder. 

I  was  frightened  the  first  time  I  walked  into  an  SHL 
organizational  meeting,  a  dozen  people  in  a  conference  room 
in  the  BU  Student  Union.  I  quickly  discovered  I  had  nothing 
to  fear;  an  exciting  chapter  of  my  life  was  opening  up  before 
me,  and  there  was  no  turning  back.  SHL  was  soon  holding 
socials  at  BU  every  week,  providing  (or  trying  to  provide)  a 
relaxed  and  open  alternative  to  the  dark,  secretive  places  where 
we  had  been  accustomed  to  meet.  At  the  same  time  HUB  had 
outgrown  meeting  in  people’s  houses.  It  opened  an  office  in 
Field’s  Corner  (of  all  places)  and  also  began  to  hold  meetings 
in  the  basement  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  on  Beacon  Hill. 
(SHL  later  met  there,  too,  but  years  later  St.  John  had  an 


militant  lesbian  separatist. 

The  line  is  made  more  powerful  by  the  ways  it  speaks  to 
our  real  oppression.  We  do  live  in  a  sexist  society.  Most  of  us 
have  been  hurt,  insulted  and  abused  by  men.  It’s  easy  to  hate 
them,  or  to  feel  guilty  if  there  is  one  (or  two  or  three) 
individual  men  that  we  find  we  like  very  much. 

It’s  also  been  easy  to  feel  scared  and  intimidated  by 
women  who  have  been  so  sure  of  their  rightness  and  so  critical 
of  those  who  don’t  agree. 

It’s  especially  easy  to  feel  intimidated  because  it  has  not 
just  been  men  who  have  been  attacked.  Sisterhood  was  long 
ago  left  behind  as  “woman-hating”  also  became  popular  in 
the  movement.  Heterosexual  women,  women  with  boy  chil¬ 
dren,  women  with  a  transsexual  history,  women  working 
politically  with  men,  women  with  close  male  friends,  women 
who  supported  these  women,  have  all  at  times  been  viciously 
attacked  and  abused. 

These  attacks  have  not  only  been  tolerated  in  the  commu¬ 
nity,  but  also  spread  and  encouraged  by  some  feminist  books, 
papers  and  culture.  And  they  result  inevitably  in  the  San 
Francisco  concert  where  women  would  both  yell  and  throw 
things  at  Linda  Tillery  and  her  musicians  and  would  slap 
another  woman  in  the  face. 

Several  letters  in  Plexus  spoke  of  the  racism  of  the  dis- 
ruptors  —  white  women  who  were  yelling  at  and  passing 
judgement  on  black  performers.  Their  arguments  were  power¬ 
ful.  In  attacking  Tillery  and  Obiedo,  the  women  were  denying 
the  racial  oppression  experienced  by  black  people  and 
disregarding  any  choices  based  on  racial  unity.  The  implicit 
demand  was  that  Tillery  accept  only  the  need  to  struggle 
against  men  as  her  politics.  That  certainly  is  racism. 

Some  women  also  wondered  if  the  same  thing  would  have 
happened  to  white  women  musicians,  say  Holly  Near  or  Meg 
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evident  change  of  heart  and  evicted  a  gay  group  —  Older  and 
Other  Gays,  I  think.)  Links  were  established  between  HUB 
and  SHL  —  both  overwhelmingly  male  —  and  DOB,  and  we 
were  able  to  work  on  common  projects  and  maintain  contact. 
This  was  our  “movement”! 

At  first  these  groups  fulfilled  principally  service  and  social 
functions  in  a  city  where  little  but  the  bars  and  the  cruising 
areas  had  ever  existed  before.  Political  activism  was  an  after¬ 
thought  for  most  of  the  people  involved  in  these  early  efforts, 
and  consisted  of  an  appearance  before  a  legislative  committee 
to  argue  for  reform  of  the  state’s  (still)  Draconian  sex  laws.  No 
one  bothered  to  oppose  us,  but  we  were  scarcely  noticed. 

For  many  of  us  in  SHL,  such  modest  actions  were  not 
enough.  Changing  the  law,  however  admirable,  could  not  be 
viewed  as  an  end  in  itself,  because  the  law  was  more  a 
consequence  than  a  cause  of  our  oppression.  Thus,  a  dozen  of 
us  started  the  Gay  Liberation  Front  (GLF)  in  March,  not  as  a 
splinter  of  the  older.  New  York,  organization  but,  instead,  as  a 
political  extension  of  it.  We  desired  to  emulate  all  of  the  envia¬ 
ble  things  that  New  York’s  GLF  was  doing,  and  even  the 
negative  reactions  of  conservative  gays  —  one  HUB  member 
expressed  his  belief  that  GLF  members  weren’t  really  gay  but 


Christian.  I  think,  yes,  it  would  have  happened  to  white 
women.  Indeed,  it  has  happened  to  white  women. 

I’ll  say  again,  women  have  repeatedly  attacked  other 
women  in  the  movement.  A  small  group  of  women  have 
crossed  the  line  from  oppressed  to  oppressor.  They  have 
gained  power  at  others’  expense. 

We  can  look  back  in  history  —  look  around  today  —  and 
see  other  examples  of  movements  perverted  by  a  leadership 
more  into  power  than  the  principle  of  treating  each  other  with 
:  decency  and  dignity.  A  movement  will  not  lead  to  real  change 
and  a  good  society  if  it  does  not  begin  with  a  basic  kindness 
and  humanity  towards  others. 

Not  that  the  women  who  disrupted  the  concert  and  the 
women  who  share  their  politics  are  exactly  the  leadership  of 
the  feminist  movement.  But  they  occupy  a  strong  and 
influential  place.  And  they  treat  many  other  women  horribly. 
And  they  have  been  allowed  to  spread  their  politic  in  a  seldom- 
criticized  manner. 

In  many  ways,  the  easiest  thing  for  white  women  to  say  is 
that  the  attack  on  Tillery  was  racist.  In  that  way  we  can 
distance  the  event  and  not  accept  it  as  a  manifestation  of  an 
ideology  and  a  way  of  acting  that  has  become  woven  in  the 
feminist  movement. 

Racism  contributed  to  the  disruption,  but  it  was  not  the 
whole  story.  That  story  is  found  in  the  history  of  our  move¬ 
ment.  Silence  has  only  allowed  attacks  to  flourish. 

I  long  for  the  day  when  I  can  again  feel  unambivalently 
wonderful  about  being  part  of  the  women’s  movement.  But 
that  day  won’t  come  until  there  are  real  changes  in  the 
movement.  We  must  become  a  movement  in  which  there  is  a 
commitment  to  making  this  a  place  where  we  all  feel  safe  and 
respected  —  where  there  is  room  for  all  of  our  choices  — 
where  we  again  learn  how  to  be  kind  to  each  other. 


had  been  sent,  presumably  by  the  Communists,  to  infiltrate 
the  gay  community  —  fueled  our  enthusiasm. 

GLF-NY  had  evolved  out  of  the  Yippies,  and  the  counter- 
cultural  energy  was  contagious  —  especially  when  I  visited 
New  York  that  spring.  Stonewall  was  a  fresh  memory,  a 
common  reference  point.  GLF  was  doing  all  sorts  of  exciting 
things  that  we  could  only  dream  about:  demonstrating, 
publishing  a  tabloid  —  Come  Out,  planning  a  community 
center.  While  I  was  there  I  attended  a  GLF  dance  held  at 
Alternate  U  near  Union  Square. 

The  first  action  of  Boston’s  GLF  was  to  march  as  a 
contingent  in  the  April  Moratorium  on  Boston  Common.  At 
its  height  there  were  about  100  of  us,  including  a  number  of 
feminist  supporters.  Our  signs  —  “Bring  the  Boys  Home/Gay 
Liberation  Front”  —  scandalized  many  people,  including 
some  gays.  I  continued  to  hear  about  it  for  several  years  there¬ 
after.  Unfortunately,  our  contingent  was  only  one  bright  spot 
amid  a  lot  of  gloom:  The  Moratorium  lacked  the  hope  of  its 
October  counterpart  six  months  before.  This  time  frustration 
and  anger  over  Nixon’s  deviousness  on  the  war  exploded  into  a 
furious  riot  in  which  people  trashed  Harvard  Square.  I  could 
not,  even  in  my  nonviolence,  disown  my  rage,  which  others 
shared  and  were  expressing  that  night  —  a  position  for  which  I 
was  savagely  attacked  when  I  expressed  it  to  some  fellow 
members  of  an  antiwar  group,  who  were  more  concerned  with 
keeping  the  protest  Respectable.  The  “White  Night”  riot  in 
San  Francisco  brought  back  to  me  many  memories  of  this 
earlier  riot. 

I  had  never  witnessed  same-sex  dancing  in  Boston  outside 
the  murky  confines  of  The  Other  Side.  At  the  end  of  April 
GLF  pulled  off  the  first  open  gay  dance,  which  was  a 
tremendous  success.  It  was  held  in  an  abandoned  Harvard 
lecture  hall  that  had  been  taken  over  by  a  group  of  street 
people  and  called  Free  U.  (They  were  burned  out  shortly 
afterward,  and  the  building  was  immediately  demolished  for 
the  Harvard  Science  Center.)  We  held  another  dance 
Memorial  Day  weekend  at  the  Charles  Street  Meetinghouse. 
Both  times  the  band  insisted  upon  playing  “Under  My 
Thumb,”  the  Rolling  Stones’  paean  to  male  supremacy, 
infuriating  the  women  and  presaging  the  division  of  GLF. 

Although  dancing  between  members  of  the  same  sex  is 
illegal  in  Boston,  the  police  did  not  bother  us  at  the  Meeting¬ 
house  dance.  Many  of  the  neighbors  were  outraged,  however, 
including  a  closeted  couple  next  door  and  some  of  the  most 
powerful  people  in  the  city.  That  Charles  Street  was  the  gayest 
street  in  town  and  Boston  Common  was  infested  with  hippie 
freaks  was  insult  enough  to  their  sensibilities.  And  so  pressure 
from  the  mayor’s  office  (yes,  Kevin  White)  forced  Rev.  Randy 
Gibson  who  ran  the  Meetinghouse  to  cancel  a  dance  scheduled 
for  mid-June. 

Our  plans  for  a  Gay  Pride  dance  were  also  stymied.  The 
coordinating  committee  of  the  local  homophile  organizations 
had  proclaimed  June  28th  as  a  gay  liberation  weekend.  We 
wanted  a  dance  —  somewhere  —  the  highlight  of  the 
weekend’s  activities.  We  approached  all  of  the  area  colleges 
and  churches  that  we  thought  might  be  sympathetic.  Nothing. 
Some  of  the  excuses  we  received  were  truly  grotesque:  U.Mass. 
decided  we  were  “inappropriate”  for  its  neighborhood.  (At 
the  time  the  entire  Boston  campus  was  located  in  Park  Square, 
then  even  more  than  now  the  center  of  the  city’s  gay  life.)  The 
MIT  administration  handed  the  matter  over  to  a  staff 
psychiatrist,  who  declared  that  their  poor,  innocent  students 
would  be  too  threatened  by  our  dance!  The  MIT  student 
association  was  so  insulted  by  this  logic  that  it  gave  GLF  $600. 
However,  it  was  not  until  the  end  of  the  summer  that  we  were 
finally  able  to  have  our  own  dance,  at  BU. 

Continued  on  page  13 
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NEW  LOCATION 

join  the  rise  of  the  Lavender  Left 
come  to  the  Powder  Ridge  Conference 


9?  %<S5 


A  Northeast  Conference  of  Multinational 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Male  Feminist  Socialists 

APPEL  FARM ,  SHIRLEY ,  NEW  JERSEY  FRIDAY  MAY  23-MONDAY  MAY  26 


This  conference  is  being  called  by  a  coalition  of  lesbian  and  gay  male  socialist  activists  working  toward 
the  formation  of  a  network  of  lesbian  and  gay  socialists.  The  conference  will  provide  an  opportunity  for 
lesbians  and  gay  males  to  discuss  perspectives  on  Marxism  and  lesbian  and  gay  liberation,  and  to 
develop  strategies  on  what  is  to  be  done. 


The  Conference  will  open  with  a  panel  discussion: 

★  feminist  socialism  &  the  lesbian/gay  movement 

There  Will  Be  Two  Main  Workshops 

★  building  an  anti-racist  lesbian/gay  movement 

★  how  to  fight  the  right  &  win 


Other  Workshops 

★  class  analysis  of  lesbian/gay  oppression  &  liberation 

★  building  class  consciousness  and  a  socialist  perspec¬ 
tive  in  the  lesbian/gay  movement 

★  building  consciousness  of  lesbian/gay  oppression  and 
combating  heterosexism  in  the  left  movement 


★  caucus  time  has  been  scheduled  ★  small  workshops  to  promote  sharing  and  exchange  of  ideas  and  strategies 
★  childcare  will  be  provided  at  no  extra  cost  ★  cooking  &  cleanup  to  be  shared 
★  celebrating  the  diversity  of  our  multi-national  lesbian/gay  culture  with  poetry,  music,  dance 


TIME  Friday  night  May  23  at  8  PM  to  Monday  May  26  noon.  We  urge 
everyone  to  arrive  on  Friday  night  for  a  social  gathering  and  welcom¬ 
ing.  The  conference  will  start  promptly  at  9  am  on  Saturday  morning. 

HOUSING  Dormitory  style,  ten  to  a  room,  bring  your  own  bedding 
including  pillows  and  blankets.  (Bedding  provided  by  reservation/ 
$3.00.)  Camping  area  available  with  use  of  bathrooms  and  showers 
(bring  tent). 

FOOD  Fresh  produce  and  meat  grown  right  on  the  Appel  farm  will  be 
prepared  for  all  meals,  beginning  with  Friday  dinner  through  Mon¬ 
day  lunch.  Vegetarian  meals  available  by  pre-registration. 

HOUSING  AND  MEAL  COSTS 


Room  and  Board  per  p>ay 

meals  with  dorm  space . $14.00 

meals  and  camping .  $12.00 

children  per  day  (12  and  under) . $  7.00 


TRANSPORTATION  Philadelphia  to  Shirley — take  the  TNJ  bus  #S  at 
Market  Street  to  Shirley,  New  Jersey  (approx.  $1.75). 

New  York  to  Shirley — take  the  Trailways  bus  from  the  Port  Authority  to 
Camden,  New  Jersey  ($16.00  round  trip).  In  Camden  transfer  to  the 
TNJ  local  #S  to  Shirley,  New  Jersey  (approx.  $1.00). 


REGISTRATION  In  order  to  arrange  for  food  and  housing  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  us  to  know  how  many  people  are  coming  to  the  conference. 
We  urge  preregistration.  Subsidies  will  be  available. 


CHILDREN  are  welcome  to  attend  the  conference.  There  will  be  free 
professionally  supervised  indoor  and  outdoor  childcare  including  a 
game  room,  pool  and  playground  facilities. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA 

WASHINGTON,  DC 

For  further  details  contact: 
BALTIMORE,  MD 

NEW  YORK,  NY 

BOSTON,  MASS 

Marc  Killinger 

Jean  Catellani 

Joe  Stewart 

Laurie  Morton 

Mike  or  Nancy 

(617)  426-4469 

(215)  726-5113 

(301)  588-8589 

(301)  243-4418 

(212)  929-0210 

REGISTRATION  FORM 

make  checks  payable  to: 

POWDER  RIDGE  CONFERENCE 
P.O.  Box  512 
Village  Station 
New  York,  N.Y.  10014 


Name. 


Address. 


Phone. 


CHILD  CARE  Yes  No  How  Many _  Ages. 

Vegetarian  - Yes  No  How  Many _ 


City /State/Zip. 


Organization. 


Phone. 


I  am  interested  in  attending  the  following  caucuses: 

□  Black  □  Latin  □  Native  American  □  Asian  American 

□  Women  □  Youth  □  Other _ 


Registration,  Meals  and  Dorm  $52.00 

Registration,  Meals  and  Camping  $46.00 
Children,  12  and  under  $21.00 

Bedding  for  weekend  $  3. 00 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED . 


How  Many  Total 


- 1  can't  attend  but  I  would  like  to  donate  $ _ and  be 

informed  about  the  development  of  a  network. 


ALL  PROGRESSIVE  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MALES  ARE  WELCOME 
WHEELCHAIR  ACCESSIBLE  Appel  Farm  609-359-2472  -  LABOR  DONATED 
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Boston 
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Several  alternatives  for  the 
dance  were  discussed  at  GLF.  We 
talked  with  varying  degrees  of  ser¬ 
iousness  about  seizing  a  building 
at  UMass  or  liberating  a  park.  We 
discouraged  a  couple  of  militants 
who  simply  wanted  a  confronta¬ 
tion.  Finally  we  decided  to  have  a 
gay-in  Sunday  afternoon  at  the 
weekly  Cambridge  Common  rock 
concert,  a  meeting  place  for  area 
freaks. 

We  also  planned  some  seminars 
for  Saturday  afternoon,  “Dia¬ 
logue  with  a  Straight  World.” 
How  much  of  a  dialogue  we  got 
I’m  not  sure.  Despite  extensive 
publicity,  I  found  the  turnout 
somewhat  disappointing:  Our  best 
session  had  about  50  people. 
Maybe  two  dozen  of  us  came  to 
the  gay-in.  We  had  a  Gay  Libera¬ 
tion  banner  and  passed  out  bal¬ 
loons  with  the  wording,  “Gay  is 
love”  printed  on  them.  We  held 
hands,  danced  and  occasionally 
freaked  out  the  tourists  in  passing 
Gray  Lines  buses,  who  stared  at  us 
like  they  thought  the  whole 
Common  scene  a  zoo.  Nothing 
like  that  in  Sioux  City! 

A  week  later  HUB  sponsored  an 
attempted  July  4th  march  through 
Provincetown,  which  was  stymied 
by  the  town’s  refusal  to  grant  a 
permit.  It  ended  in  a  peaceful 
standoff  between  demonstrators 
and  police.  The  town  subsequent¬ 
ly  reneged  and  granted  us  a  permit 
for  a  Labor  Day  march  down 
Commercial  Street  to  the  Town 
Field.  There  were  a  couple  hun¬ 
dred  of  us  —  my  first  time  in 
Provincetown  —  including  a  siz¬ 
able  contingent  from  New  York’s 
Gay  Activists  Alliance. 

The  rest  of  the  summer  was 
fairly  uneventful,  save  for  our  fin¬ 
ally  Finding  the  space  for  a  dance, 
in  August,  at  BU.  GLF  was  slowly 
drifting  apart.  As  we  all  worked 
out  of  SHL,  GLF  was  never  able 
to  achieve  a  separate  identity  and 
remained  in  the  shadow  of  the 
other  groups.  We  held  desultory 
meetings  throughout  the  summer 
at  MIT,  hampered  by  heavy  turn¬ 
over.  In  September  I  came  back 
after  a  week’s  vacation  to  discover 
the  group  no  longer  existed:  The 
women  had  walked  out,  charging 
that  the  meetings  were  male-domi¬ 
nated.  What  was  left  reconstituted 
itself  as  Gay  Male  Liberation 
(GML). 

Relating  to  the  community  and 
to  the  larger  society  proved  a  dif¬ 
ficult  task.  Here  the  women  were 
evidently  more  successful  than  the 
men.  Through  the  fall  and  winter 
GML  was  preoccupied  with  its 
own  problems  and  was  scarcely 
able  to  related  to  anyone  outside 
of  itself.  The  group’s  attempts  at 
self-definition  became  an  obses¬ 
sion,  and  disagreement  among 
members  was  discouraged  by  the 
more-radical-than-thou  syndrome 
characteristic  of  the  male  power 
game  throughout  the  New  Left  as 
a  whole.  Many  of  us  who  had 
been  connected  with  GLF  were 
drifting  away  because  we  could  no 
longer  identify  with  the  group. 

The  establishment  and  collapse 
of  a  community  center,  early  in 
1971,  was  the  “great  leap  for¬ 
ward”  that  nearly  destroyed 
GML.  A  large  house  was  rented  in 
Cambridge  with  the  gift  from 
MIT.  The  center  was  meant  as  a 
social  and  political  focus  for  gay 
males,  a  place  in  which  individuals 
could  interact  freely.  Noble 
motives  to  be  sure.  But  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  GML  could  not  overcome 
the  ghetto  mentality  that  encour¬ 
ages  homosexuals  to  despise  them¬ 
selves  and  each  other.  That  the 
community  center  broke  up  in 
February,  only  a  couple  of 
months  after  it  had  been  formed, 
should  have  been  no  surprise. 

The  community  center  collec¬ 
tive  had  seemed  to  be  cursed  from 
the  beginning.  One  of  its  members 
absconded  after  being  entrusted 
with  several  hundred  dollars.  (A 


disheartening  echo  of  the  every¬ 
day  oppression  by  blackmailers 
and  other  ripoff  artists.)  Laxity 
with  finances  was  typical  of  the 
collective  and  it  quickly  amassed  a 
deficit  of  $800.  But  money  only 
symbolized  the  deeper  problems 
of  living  together.  The  prevalence 
of  animosity  among  members  pre¬ 
vented  the  community  center  from 
contributing  to  its  community 
(which  had  given  it  some  support, 
but  not  enough)  and  proved  that 
gays,  no  matter  how  liberated  they 
thought  they  were,  had  yet  to 
learn  how  to  trust  one  another. 

Certainly  GML  was  not  alone; 
the  problem  of  trust  was  manifest 
throughout  the  gay  movement. 
Relations  between  the  organiza¬ 
tions  were  usually  tenuous,  and 
misunderstandings  were  common¬ 
place.  At  times  the  militants  and 
their  more  conventional  counter¬ 
parts  in  HUB  and  DOB  were  bare¬ 
ly  on  speaking  terms.  The  women 
were  often  angered  by  male  domi¬ 
nance  of  common  projects  and  re¬ 
fused  to  cooperate  when  they  felt 
(usually  justifiably)  that  their 
wishes  were  being  ignored.  Thus 
planning  for  a  Gay  Solidarity  Day 
disintegrated  when  it  became  ob¬ 
vious  that  there  was  precious  little 
solidarity  to  celebrate.  The  depth 
of  the  misunderstanding  became 
painfully  evident  at  an  abortive 
planning  meeting  that  the  women 
had  boycotted. 

At  first  the  prospects  for  a  Gay 
Pride  Week  hardly  seemed  any 
more  promising.  But  some  of  our 
early  efforts  had  begun  to  pay  off. 
Not  only  were  the  different  groups 
finally  able  to  cooperate,  but  also, 
many  more  people  were  now  will¬ 
ing  to  participate  in  a  public  pro¬ 
gram.  Our  visibility  had  grown 
immeasurably  following  the  GML 
picket,  in  February,  of  Ken’s  res¬ 
taurant  in  Copley  Square,  after 
the  management  had  ejected  two 
men  for  kissing.  The  Boston 
Globe  discovered  the  gay  move¬ 
ment,  using  a  picture  of  the  pick¬ 
eting  to  illustrate  the  story. 

Gay  Pride  Week  1971  was  a 
celebration  of  what  had  been  ac¬ 
complished  and  an  attempt  to 
reach  more  people.  We  sponsored 
a  successful  week  of  seminars, 
culminating  in  a  sidewalk  march 
of  200  people  through  downtown 
Boston.  We  presented  demands  at 
four  institutions  symbolic  of  our 
oppression:  Jacques  bar,  the 
police  headquarters,  the  State 
House  and  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral. 
While  we  were  rallying  on  the 
steps  of  the  Common,  those  ubi¬ 
quitous  Gray  Line  buses  again  ap¬ 
peared.  Elaine  Noble,  who  was 
speaking,  had  us  turn  our  signs 
around  to  face  the  tourists.  We 
then  headed  over  by  the  Parkman 
Bandstand  for  a  poetry  reading,  a 
“book  dumping”  of  antihomo¬ 
sexual  writings,  and  a  “closet 
smashing”  ceremony.  That  night 
we  held  our  first  dance  at  the 
Meetinghouse  since  we  had  been 
stopped  the  year  before.  We  were 
not  bothered  by  the  mayor  or  the 
police. 

Not  all  of  the  omens  of  this  first 
Gay  Pride  Week  were  pleasant, 
however.  With  our  modest  success 
we  discovered  we  could  be  ex¬ 
ploited  by  all  sorts  of  newfound 
“friends.”  The  Socialist  Workers 
Party  (SWP),  which  until  recently 
had  expelled  gays  from  its  mem¬ 
bership,  suddenly  discovered  us  as 
a  promising  new  source  of  re¬ 
cruits.  The  masculine  hierarchy  of 
the  Party  is  incapable  of  seeing 
new  movements  in  any  other  way, 
as  the  feminists  had  already  dis¬ 
covered.  At  a  Gay  Pride  planning 
meeting  three  SWP  representa¬ 
tives  assured  us,  curiously,  that 
the  Party  had  many  gay  members . 
(Where  had  they  been  all  this 
time?  Had  they  all  come  out  en 
masse!)  Not  a  word  of  acknow¬ 
ledgement  or  apology  for  its  past 
practices,  just  the  expectation  that 
we  should  welcome  their  “sup¬ 
port”  with  open  arms. 

Our  misgivings  were  confirmed 
when  SWP  presented  its  own 


“Forum  on  Gay  Liberation,” 
falsely  implying  it  was  a  part  of 
the  Week’s  activities  and  promis¬ 
ing  representatives  of  the  local  gay 
movement  —  who  proved  to  be  a 
Party  member  who  had  attended 
one  SHL  meeting  —  and  a  politi¬ 
cal  candidate  imported  from  New 
York.  Evidently  we  ourselves 
couldn’t  be  trusted  to  present 
ideas  on  gay  liberation  to  the 
Party’s  satisfaction.  By  the  time 
the  SWP  members  represented 
themselves  to  the  media  as  spokes- 
people  for  our  organizations,  we 
had  had  enough.  A  Gay  Pride 
Week  symposium  at  Old  West 
Church  turned  into  an  ugly  con¬ 
frontation,  after  SWP  tried  to 
place  its  pamphlets  on  the  gay 
liberation  table.  The  same  scene, 
we  soon  learned,  was  playing  itself 
out  in  other  cities,  like  New  York 
and  San  Francisco. 

Even  heavier  was  the  realization 
that  an  associate  might  be  a  police 
agent.  (He  probably  wasn’t.)  Re¬ 
cently  purloined  FBI  documents 
had  spoken  of  creating  the  sense 
“that  there  is  an  FBI  agent  in 
every  mailbox.”  One  GML 
member  had  spent  a  short  term  in 
jail  after  refusing  to  testify  before 
a  grand  jury  “fishing  expedition” 
against  the  Mayday  Collective. 
Repression  was  becoming  an  om¬ 
nipresent  reality. 

After  a  year  and  a  half  I  was 
rapidly  burning  out.  Gay  libera¬ 
tion  in  Boston  felt  like  it  had  come 
to  a  standstill;  more  seemed  to  be 
happening  in  smaller  places  like 
Rochester  and  Minneapolis.  The 
Kalos  Society  of  Hartford  was 
publishing  a  monthly  newspaper, 
the  Gryphon.  I  despaired  of  ever 
getting  together  a  monthly  gay 
paper  in  Boston.  Aside  from 
literary  endeavors  like  the  HUB 
Quarterly,  DOB’s  FOCUS  and 
GML’s  Fag  Rag;  Boston  had  seen 
only  a  short-lived  SHL  weekly 
that  lasted  10  issues  and  never  out¬ 
grew  the  mimeograph  machine.  I 
had  wearied,  too,  of  the  faction¬ 
alism  I  was  witnessing  in  SHL  and 
in  HUB,  and  I  quietly  dropped 
out  of  both  organizations.  When  a 
GLF-founded  study  group  finally 
collapsed  that  fall  I  realized  that  I 
no  longer  belonged  to  any  gay 
groups.  A  stage  of  my  life  had 
ended. 

Unlike  many  others  at  the  time, 
I  was  not  embittered.  Instead,  I 
was  grateful  for  the  valuable  les¬ 
sons  I  had  learned  through  gay 
liberation.  Political  revolt  was  the 
therapy  that  had  changed  my  life. 
If  the  movement  was  ever  to 
amount  to  anything  in  Boston,  I 
realized,  other  people  would  pick 
up  the  ball.  Too,  I  never  believed 
in  gay  provincialism  and  felt  re¬ 
newed  urgency  to  oppose  the  con¬ 
tinuing  war  in  Indochina.  I  had 
been  particularly  inspired  by  the 
Vietnam  Veterans  Against  the 
War.  Other  people  were  coming  to 
the  same  conclusions  about  the 
deadly  relationsip  between  Man¬ 
hood  and  violence,  I  realized  after 
some  of  the  gave  their  testimony 
at  a  Winter  Soldier  Investigation 
in  Vermont.  In  November  my  CO 
alternative  service  expired,  and  I 
became  an  active  camp-follower 
of  the  VVAW  for  the  next  six 
months. 

In  those  days  I  had  visions  that 
the  VVAW  might  become  the  cut¬ 
ting  edge  of  a  male  liberation 
movement,  a  necessary  counter¬ 
part  to  the  work  of  feminists  and 
gays.  Perhaps  I  was  too  optimis¬ 
tic,  but  I  did  meet  many  veterans 
who  were  making  the  connections 
in  their  own  lives.  (Eventually  this 
organization,  too,  burned  itself 
out,  and  its  last  remnants  were 
finally  gobbled  up  by  a  sect  of 
Maoist  moonies.)  At  the  same 
time  I  realized  I  had  never  really 
left  the  gay  liberation  movement, 
and  I  became  involved  with  a 
group  just  getting  started  at  the 
University  of  Vermont.  By  the 
summer  of  1973  I  was  more  deeply 
invovled  in  the  movement  in 
Boston  than  I  had  ever  been 
before. 


The  connections  I  have  never 
forgotten,  even  as  some  parts  of 
the  gay  liberation  movement 
evolved  towards  a  watered-down 
focus  upon  gay  rights.  The  con¬ 
nections  between  war  resistance 
and  gay  liberation  is  certainly  no 
less  critical  to  me  now  than  it  has 
ever  been.  Appeals  to  Respecta¬ 
bility,  however  enticing,  are  not 
going  to  save  us  at  a  time  when  the 
government’s  nuclear  machismo  is 
prepared  to  get  us  into  a  war  in  an 


attempt  to  stave  off  a  depression. 
We  cannot  separate  our  fate  from 
the  rest  of  humankind.  In  the  hard 
years  ahead,  our  concern  with 
enacting  a  few  laws,  like  our  end¬ 
less  squabbling,  is  going  to  be¬ 
come  academic.  Like  all  people  of 
good  will,  we  are  going  to  be 
thrown  back  upon  our  resources 
and  our  vision  in  a  desperate  at¬ 
tempt  to  prevent  humanity  from 
destroying  itself. 


OPENING  MAY  12, 1980 


DECORATIVE 

HOME 

ACCESSORIES 


ANTIQUITIES 

TO 

MODERN 


Eldridge&Erskine  166  Newbury  Screw  •  Boston*  02116  ♦  247-0688 


John  P.  Ward 


Attorney  at  Law 

Relationship  Contracts 
Wills 

Incorporations 
Corporate  Matters 


Immigration 

Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 
Real  Estate  Transactions 
Estate  Planning 


2  Park  Square  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*  617-426-2020 


ENGLAND 
EYE  CARE 

QUALITY  FAMILY  EYE  CARE 
AT  AFFORDABLE  PRICES 

•  SPECIALIZING  IN  CONTACT 
LENSES 

•  CONVENTIONAL  SOFT  and  HARD 
CONTACT  LENSES 

•  SOFT  CONTACT  LENSES  FOR 
ASTIGMATISM 

•  A  FULL  FASHION  SPECTRUM  OF 
SUNGLASSES  AND  DESIGNER 
EYEWEAR 

•  VISION  TRAINING  AVAILABLE 

•  COMPLETE  EYE  EXAMINATION 

IF  YOU  HAVE  FAILED  WITH 
CONTACT  LENSES  BEFORE 

SEE  US! 


CALL  TODAY 

232-0222 


EVENING  AND  SATURDAY  APPOINTMENTS  AVAILABLE 

DR.  HENRY  BOGEN  DR.  LARRY  SILBERT 

CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
205  HARVARD  AVENUE 
ALLST0N,  MA  02134 
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ftondom  Lust  qp  Chapter  4 


A  Dykeodrama 
by  A  ndrea  Loewenstein 

In  the  last  episode,  Jo  Burke, 
our  tough-dyke  hero  with  the 
marshmallow  heart’ finally  con¬ 
summated  her  love  for  Vanessa 
Blume-Smith,  the  ardent  but  un¬ 
fortunately  married  object  of  her 
dreams.  Meanwhile  Jo’s  former 
lover,  LaFlora  MacGinnis,  and 
LaFlora ’s  present  lover,  Fern  Wil¬ 
liams,  fought  in  front  of  the  Sin¬ 
ners  bar,  when  they  found  that 
LaFlora ’s  car  had  been  booted. 

And  morning  came  as  morning 
must  come  to  each  and  every  one 
of  us,  the  best  and  the  worst,  the 
normal  and  the  fringes.  But  first 
let  us  allow  them  their  sleep,  our 
Vanessa  and  Jo,  for  sleep  they 
did,  entwined  together  for  all  the 
world  like  two  non-identical, 
overgrown  Siamese  twins.  They 
slept  on  and  on  through  the  wild 
and  tempestuous  ringing  of  the 
phone  at  3  a.m.,  for  their  des-  ‘ 
perate  lust  was  at  least  temporarily 
quelled,  and  Mother  Bacchus  had 
done  the  rest. 

Jo  woke  once,  it  is  true,  resting 
on  a  bony  elbow  to  enjoy  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  watching  her  “cream-puff 
angel”  (for  this  was  the  pet  name 
which  had  leaped  unawares  from 
her  lips  the  previous  night,  during 
the  depth  of  their  common  aban¬ 
donment).  To  watch  Vanessa, 
then,  as  she  slept  on  her  round 
back,  her  breath  expelled  through 
her  nose  in  the  gentle  though 
piercing  snore  of  peaceful  infan¬ 
cy.  It  seemed  to  Jo  then  (for  yes, 
our  sceptic  too  could  be  caught  up 
in  that  ever-expanding  and  yield¬ 
ing  circle  of  womunlove)  it  seemed 
to  her  that  the  large  snoring 
woman  aloft  in  her  loft  was  not 
only  her  lover  —  but  her  unborn, 
unconceived  of  child  as  well.  And 
the  younger  sister  she  had  longer 
for.  And  the  mother  she  had  never 
had.  And  the  grandmother  and 


Aunt  Belinda  she  had  never 
known,  and  the  dog,  pony,  cat, 
turtle  and  very  goldfish  her  stur- 
gid  childhood  had  denied  her.  For 
our  Jo  had  passed  the  greater  part 
of  her  tender  childhood  in  an  or¬ 
phanage,  after  her  father,  Big  Jo 
Burke  the  Senior,  driven  by  Jo’s 
mother’s  unseemly  demise  to  such 
unspeakable  acts  as  the  purloin¬ 
ing,  one  drink-crazed  night,  of 
Jo’s  Junior-Cadet  Bowling 
Trophy,  had  relinquished  her 
care.  All  unawares,  the  bed  was 
getting  crowded,  and  Jo  fell  back 
into  her  dream  of  cruel  matrons 
and  tender  goldfish,  little  suspect¬ 
ing  that  Vanessa  would  rise  steal¬ 
thily  at  the  very  crack  of  dawn, 
and  drive  into  the  frigid  morning 
light,  soon  to  enjoin  another  in  his 
waiting  bed,  her  sweet  limbs  to  en¬ 
tangle  with  his  loathesome  ones  in 
the  ceremony  of  matrimonial  con¬ 
fusion. 

But  leave  she  did,  and  when  Jo 
awoke  there  was  only  a  note,  inithe 
neat  cursive  script  of  a  grade- 
school  teacher. 

Thank  you,  darling.  You  have 
given  me  what  I  never  knew  I 
wanted  but  have  craved,  in  my 
deepest  place,  all  my  life.  Thank 
you  and  forgive  me.  For  my  life 
cannot  be  with  you.  I  will  come  to 
you  again  when  I  can. 

Loveya,  Vanessa  (your  own) 

“Sh~,”  Jo  growled,  robbed  of 
the  sweet  pleasure  of  waking  to¬ 
gether,  “Used  again!  You’ll  come 
back  to  me  when  you  can,  huh? 
Well,  I’m  not  gonna  be  there  wait¬ 
ing  for  you,  sweetie  pie.  Don’t 
count  on  it.”  For  Jo  was  up  to 
here  with  disappointments  and 
heartache,  and  the  cities  of  San 
Francisco  and  New  York,  the  two 
other  well-known  havens  of  Her 
Kind,  danced  before  her  bleared 
eyes. 

She  sleptwalked  through  her 
day  as  a  computer,  glad  to  be  so 


well  programmed  that  none  of  the 
other  computers  could  detect  any¬ 
thing  wrong.  And  after  work  she 
walked  along  the  putrid  banks  of 
the  Charles,  where  Spring  now 
bloomed  in  full  awry.  And  walked 
and  walked,  in  her  desperate  and 
steadfast  way,  all  unaware  of  the 
roller-skaters  she  left  sprawling, 
the  acid  trippers  she  brought 
down,  and  the  Het  couples  she 
walked  right  through,  separating 
male  and  female  with  one  firm 
stride. 

And  it  was  none  other  but 
Random  Lust,  this  time  hand  in 
hand  with  another  old  friend,  Ex¬ 
istential  Loneliness,  which  walked 
with  her  once  more.  These  two 
were  her  faithful  companions  and 
she  had  no  others,  for  the  brief 
taste  of  sweetness  and  love  had 
served  only  to  moisten  her  taste- 
buds. 


Six  o’clock  found  her  in  one  of 
her  old  stomping  grounds,  the 
Paperbag  BookSmitt  in  Harvard 
Square,  prowling  the  gay  and 
women’s  sections.  All  at  once,  a 
soft,  pleading  but  unmistakeably 
male  voice  spoke  in  her  ear.  “Hey 
kid,  I  mean,  uh-buddy-  uh,  hey 
man,  can  I  buy  you  a  drink  or 
something?”  And  then  Jo 
watched  in  amazed  outrage  as  a 
small  white  hand  reached  for  her 
bottom  and  held  on!  Instinctively, 
Jo  sprung  into  her  Shinto  Dieh' 
stance,  her  own  hand  now  a  coro- 
sive  instrument  with  lazer-beam 
like  power.»“Wait,  wait,  I  didn’t 
mean  it”  the  voice  squealed  loudly 
as  the  hand  was  withdrawn.  “I 
didn’t  know  —  I  didn’t  mean-  I  - 
uh-  thought  you  were  a  boy!”  Jo 
let  her  hand  drop  slowly.  It  had 
happened  to  her  before.  With  her 
worn,  tight  leather  jacket  and 


RWS 


boyish  figure,  faggots  —  who,  out 
of  vanity  and  the  inability  to  tol¬ 
erate  contact  lenses1 2  often  ne- 
glectd  to  wear  the  glasses  they  so 
badly  needed  —  often  mistook  her 
for  their  Quarry.  “Boy  or  girl,  ya 
go  on  grabbing  ass,  ya  gonna  get 
knocked  on  yers”  she  grumpled  in 
her  “tuff”  “hands-off’  attitude, 
Continued  on  page  17 

1  Often  called  the  “decapitation 
stance”  in  the  ancient  art  of  self 
defence,  Akrito-Lung,  or  “the 
eagle  has  long  and  sharp  talons.” 

2  This  disability  ‘Contact  Intoler- 
anta’  is  a  little-known  disease 
peculiar  to  the  “Third  Sex” 
both  males  and  females,  stem¬ 
ming  from  the  engagement  in 
certain  sexual  acts,  unprintable 
in  these  pages.  It  can  be  treated 
at  any  clinic  where  real  tolerance 
for  differences  exists. 
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Last  year  Hundreds  of  gay ,  le.Man  and  concerned  citizens  went  to  tne  nations  capital  for  national  constituency 
lobbying  day.  As  a  result ,  every  member  of  tne  U.S.  Congress  Knows  that  gay  civil  rights  are  important  to  vast 
numbers  of  concerned  citizens. 

Tnis  year ,  we  in  Massachusetts  nave  an  opportunity  to  tell  our  state  legislators  that  gay  rights  are  important  to 
concerned ,  voting,  citizens  in  Massachusetts  as  well.  On  Wednesday,  May  14,  1980  people  from  across  the  commonwealth 
will  be  meeting  in  the  state  house  (room  466  at  10:30  a.m.)  to  discuss  tne  1980  gay  rights  bills  and  to  lobby  tneir 
senators  and  representatives .  We  need  all  tne  concerned  voices  we  can  get.  Plan  now  to  take  a  vacation  day  or  a 
sick  day.  Your  presence  is  important.  You  can  make  1980  the  right  year  in  Massachusetts. 

If  you  can  come  (or  would  like  more  information)  please  call  us  at  (617 )-242-3844.  We  need  to  know  you're  coming 
so  we  can  make  appointments  and  plan  for  an  afternoon  celebration.  Plan  to  come,  bring  your  friends  and  call  us 
today . 

The  following  groups  encourage  you  to  participate  in  this  important  effort: 

Massachusetts  Gay  Political  Caucus  Dignity,  Boston 

Massachusetts  Chapter ,  N.O.W.  M.C.C.,  Boston 

Massachusetts  Womens  Political  Caucus  „  New  Bedford  United  Gay  Alliance 

Shoreline  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 

Gay  Nurses  Alliance  Gay  Academic  Union  of  Massachusetts 

COM€  TOTH€  ST4T6  HOUSO  M4Y 14..... 

we  neeD  your  support!!! 
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We’D  be 
celebrating 
Gay  Pride 
on  June  21. 


We  hope. 


\ 


“All 

voices...All 
.  .our„ 
visions.” 


Lesbian/Gay  Pride 
Boston  1980 


It  won’t  be  much  of  a  celebration 
without  your  help. 

And  that  means  money. 

Send  a  $25  contribution  to  Boston 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride  today  and 
receive  a  one-year  subscription  to 
the  Gay  Community  News  free  of 
charge.  (If  you  already  subscribe, 
why  not  send  GCN  to  a  friend?) 


•.  ,a 


Make  your  contribution  today,  so 
that  we’ll  all  have  something  to  be 
proud  about  in  June! 

Make  checks  payable  to  Pride  '80 
Send  to: 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride  ’80 
c/o  GCN 

22  Bromfield  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 


TH€  COURT  R€P€RTORY  TH€ATR€ 

the  corner  of  Berkeley  &  Marlborough  Streets 
presents 


JO€  ORTON'S 


Produced  by 
DGBORAH  CROCKGTT 

Directed  by 

GR€Y  CATTCLL  JOHNSON 


Special  Performance 
Sunday  May  1 8  at  7:00  pm 
to  benefit  the 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

,\ 

$5  general  admission 

Thursday,  Friday  &  Saturday  Cvenings  at  8:00  p.m. 

May  15  through  May  31 

3  W€€KS  ONLY! 

— ===== — = =—  TicKpts  Available  —  ■ 

at  the  GCN  office  and  at  the  door,  and  from 

Glad  Day  Bookshop  BOSTON  TICKCT  CHARGC 

22  Bromfield  St.  (No  Service  Charge) 

Boston,  MA  02108  iiMUM  542-3200 

IV 

(At  Faneuil  Hall) 

723-5181 


STUDCNT  DISCOUNTS  AVAILABLE 
FOR  GROUP  RATES  6  FURTHER  INFORMATION, CALL  267-9446 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the 
germ  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every 
individual  is  still  not  being  taught  the  significance  of 
the  role  of  personal  hygiene  in  the  prevention  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases.  All  VD  Prevention 
programs  must  emphasize  personal  hygiene  principles 
which  should  be  taught  from  the  beginning  of  adoles¬ 
cence  in  every  health  and  sex  education  course.  Past 
efforts  to  treat  VD  out  of  existence  have  failed;  there¬ 
fore,  we  must  use  all  available  methods  of  PREVEN¬ 
TION,  in  conjunction  with  treatment,  to  combat  the 
present  VD  epidemic.  Here  are  some  highlights  from 
our  widely  acclaimed  booklet,  8th  edition  —  (available 
in  Spanish;  soon  in  Japanese) 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant  to  VD  PREVENTION 
and  Good  Health.  Not  to  teach  washing  before  and 
after  sex  activities  is  to  encourage  the  spread  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

Page  2:  THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce  the  possibility  of 
catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gonorrhea, 
as  well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  are 
sensitive  to  soap  and  water.  Wash  before  sex  for  hygienic 
purposes. 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into  urinary 

opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing  diminishes 
the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure.  Washing  is 
doubly  important  since  even  in  the  absfense  of  syphilis  and 
gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs  can  cause  infec 
tions  such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal  urethritis)  or  NSU  (non¬ 
specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  water- 
soluble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis 
may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore,  spe¬ 
cial  attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncircumcised 
penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will  have 
been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain  necessary  to 
prevent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  For  example:  A 
gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approximately  half  of  the 
reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

Page  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE 
FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

Infectious  germs  which  are  commonly  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
certain  sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present 
may  be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito-urinary  system 
are  highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs 
from  the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a  result  of  careless  wiping 
from  rectum  towards  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs 
are  easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infec¬ 
tions,  and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during  vagin¬ 
al,  as  well  as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore,  females  must  not 
wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina. . . . 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  can  be  greatly 
aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  designed  to 
facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper  clean¬ 
sing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has  been  ade¬ 
quately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the  bidet;  it  is  not 
found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the  United  States, 
whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used  and  sig¬ 
nificant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires  careful 
washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex. 

*  *  «  * 

Men  and  Women:  In  our  booklet  learn  also  about— 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact 
which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during  treat¬ 
ment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may  irritate  the  GU 
system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance  of  a  follow-up  visit  to 
the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  —  the  commercially  avail¬ 
able  germicidal  preparation  (Sanitube®  )  for  use  after  inter¬ 
course  to  prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercially 
available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories 
and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  properties  that  may 
prevent  VD. 


Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quantities 
available).  We  need  your  support.  Learn  these  facts.  Help  us 
distribute  these  booklets  and  educate  the  public. 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


Theater 


Secretarial  Blues 


Paperweight 

Rhode  Island  Feminist  Theatre 
May  7-11 

Agassiz  Theatre 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

By  Marty  Kingsbury 

Paperweight  opens  at  8:45  to  an 
ordinary  day  at  the  office  of 
Quality  Life  Insurance.  In  comic 
monologues  the  women  address 
their  first  issue  —  clothing:  the 
way  clothes  reflect  the  competence 
and  personality  of  today’s  work¬ 
ing  woman.  Their  second  issue  is 
survival:  the  hours  between 
morning  coffee,  lunch  and  closing 
time.  Without  prying,  the  women 
share  the  trials  of  their  daily  lives. 
During  the  day,  a  woman  comes 
to  interview  for  a  managerial 
position,  and  everyone’s  supposed 
to  gather  round.  Mary  O’Malley, 
the  office  manager,  is  a  little  con¬ 
cerned  that  her  boss  never  told  her 
that  he  was  leaving.  Mary  is  a 
working  class  woman  who  is 
proud  of  her  job;  she  has  worked 
her  way  up  through  the  echelons 
at  Quality  Life.  Although  she 
would  like  to  be  promoted,  she 
tries  to  be  strong,  to  not  show  her 
anger  or  confusion  over  the 
change  in  personnel.  Melissa  Mae, 
one  of  the  stenos,  believes  that 
Mary  should  be  angry.  Melissa 
Mae  is  not  a  radical  feminist,  nor 
is  she  a  lesbian,  but  she  is  able  to 
extend  herself  to  all  the  women  in 
the  office,  and  it  is  through  her 
efforts  that  hope  stays  alive. 

In  Act  II,  the  day  begins  all  over 
again.  This  time  the  issues  center 
around  the  women’s  dreams  — 
monologues  about  romance,  star¬ 
dom,  archeological  digs  in  the 
Mideast  —  and  it’s  obvious  that 
ten  years  of  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  have  made  an  effect  ...  the 
women  know  that  they  weren’t 
born  to  die  as  secretaries.  But  the 
reality  of  their  dreams  soon  turns 
on  them,  and  the  dream  of 
women’s  power  becomes  the 
exploitation  of  women  workers. 
The  woman  who  came  for  the 
interview  gets  the  job.  She’s  a  very 
nice  woman,  just  out  of  business 
school,  and  she  strongly  believes 
in  upward  mobility  for  women  — 
especially  herself.  The  issue  is  effi¬ 


ciency.  The  office  workers  must 
be  tightly  controlled. 

RIFT  is  criticizing  the  structures 

of  power,  saying  that  male  or 
female  doesn’t  matter  in  a  boss; 
power  is  a  dangerous  weapon  and 
women  can  be  just  as  ruthless  as 
men.  But  beneath  this  surface 
questions  linger  without  answer. 
The  play  is  scripted  by  Ann 
Patrick,  president  of  the  Central 
Rhode  Island  Chapter  of  N.O.W. 
It’s  hard  to  get  a  clear  sense  of  the 
stand  RIFT  is  taking  on  women 
and  power.  Is  RIFT  saying  that 
women  shouldn’t  take  power 
because  it  can  be  exploitative? 
That  women  shouldn’t  take  them¬ 
selves  seriously  in  the  business 
world?  Or  that  no  women  will  be 
free  until  we  all  are  free?  The  solu¬ 
tions  which  the  characters  of 
RIFT  pose  all  fail.  Individual 
efforts  fail.  Melissa  Mae’s 
defiance  of  authority  makes  clear 
the  political  implications  of  work¬ 
er  exploitation,  but  the  upshot  of 
her  defiance  is  that  she  is  forced  to 
quit'.  Women’s  bonding  also  fails, 
and  futility  sets  in  after  an  elating 
attempt  to  collectively  write  a 
letter  in  support  of  Melissa  Mae. 

Melissa  Mae’s  last  day  of  work 
is  a  sad  one  for  everybody,  cast 
and  audience  alike.  Without  her 
efforts,  nobody  knows  what  the 
chances  are  for  hope,  for  political 
understanding  beyond  the  realm 
of  individual  failings.  Futility  lin¬ 
gers.  It  will  take  a  lot  of  time  and 
a  lot  of  work  before  office 
workers  can  be  organized.  Paper¬ 
weight  addresses  many  issues  — 
women’s  silence,  women’s  stereo¬ 
typing,  survival,  upward  mobility, 
women’s  dreams  of  a  better  future 
—  but  it  is  not  a  challenging 
performance.  The  remarkable 
drama  which  RIFT  created  with 
Internal  Injuries  is  missing,  both 
in  the  story  and  in  the  depth  of  the 
portrayal  of  women’s  lives. 
Paperweight  is,  in  many  ways,  an 
accurate  portrayal  of  life  inside 
the  office,  but  it  does  not  succeed 
in  explaining  the  intricate  impli¬ 
cations  of  women’s  power, 
women’s  powerlessness,  and 
women’s  independence. 


Therese  Edell  with  Betsy  Lippitt 

IN  CONCERT 

May  18  1980  7:30  p.m. 
at  the  Boston  YWCA 
140  Clarendon  St. 

$6  at  the  door 

$5  in  advance  (after  May  10th)  at  Glad  Day 
New  Words,  The  Women’s  Emporium 

Childcare  available  (please  call  566-3885) 

Physically  challenged  accessible 


Robert  S.  Haas,  MSW,  ACSW 

formerly  of 

Healfh  Associafes  of  Provincetown,  Inc. 
announces  fhe  opening  of  his  privafe  pracfice  af 

The  Vendome 

160  Commonwealfh  Avenue,  Suife  L-8 
Boston,  Massachuseffs 

Individual  and  Couples  Counseling 
267-3202  Ans.  Serv.  266-5347 


Announcing 

the  mileage  machine 
that  runs  on 
Peanutbutter! 


The  rugged  Raleigh 
"Sports.”  Still  priced  less 
than  150  gallons  of  high- 
test  and  built  to  take  city 
streets  and  country  miles. 
According  to  our  best 
"Bicycle  Exchange  mileage 
estimate,”  the  Raleigh 
Sports  will  run  for  20 
miles  on  a  peanutbutter 
and  jelly  sandwich  (actual 
mileage  may  differ  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  condition 
of  the  rider). 


No  frills?  Nonsense! 

The  unique  drive  system 
requires  no  fuel  other 
than  the  afore-mentioned 
PB&.J.  Now  that’s  luxury! 
And  headroom — the  sky’s 
the  limit!  So  don’t  limit 
yourself.  Get  into  the 
bicycle.  It  not  only 
transports,  it  transcends! 


3  Bow  Street,  Harvard  Square 
864-1300 

Tu.  We.  Fr.  Sa.  9-6  Th.  9-8 


the  j  bicycle  exchange 


$AVE  5100s  &  5100s 

special  price  to 
all  GCN  readers 
see 

Bob  Poitras 

for  details 
Includes  all 
Volkswagen  &  Oldsmobile 
products 
new  &  used 
THE  ENTIRE  LINE  OF  VW  PICKUPS 


Morrissey  Oldsmobile/Volkswagen  Pickups 

1 00  Quincy  Shore  Drive  No.  Quincy  MA 

V0LKSWAGEN/0LDSM0BILE  DEALERSHIP 

call  Bob  for  an  appointment  •  328-6300 
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Lust 


Continued  from  Page  14 
known  and  loved  by  so  many 
babydykes  who  nightly  lined  up  in 
front  of  their  mirrors,  twisting 
their  young  mouths  and  squaring 
their  nubile  shoulders  arrogantly, 
in  unsuccessful  imitation. 

“Uh  -  sure  thing!  .  .  .  thanks 
for  the  advice,”  chirruped  the 
guy,  attempting  a  smile  from 
under  a  familiar  fringe  of  blond 
hair.  “Now  where  have  I  seen  this 
turkey  before?”  Jo  asked  herself, 
as  he  squinted  at  her,  clearly  won¬ 
dering  the  self-same  thing.  “Uh  - 
you’re  not  by  any  chance  Rita- 
Mae  Brown?”  he  asked.  “Nah, 
that’s  not  it.  Tell  you  what  you  re¬ 
mind  me  of  —  a  character  in  a 
book  I  just  read,  Patience  and 
Sara.  The  more,  uh-  masculine 
one,  you  know.”  “Ha,”  snicker¬ 
ed  Jo  Burke,  as  her  vision  clari¬ 
fied.  “Ha-ha-ha.”  For  the  blond 
man  who  quavered  before  her  was 
none  other  than  one  and  the  same 
sorry  voyeur  who  had  opened  the 
door  to  her  on  that  eventful  after¬ 
noon  at  Painted  Merry-Go-Round 
Lane.  “Does  yer  old  lady  know 
yer  out  making  passes  at  boys?” 
she  hissed.  Leaving  him  to  digest 
this,  she  stalked  out,  foul  curses 
flying  from  her  mouth.  So  this 
was  the  creep  whom  Vanessa  had 
left  her  bed  for,  not  even  pausing 
for  a  goodbye  kiss.  This  mealy- 
mouthed  son  of  a  moth,  this  sorry 
albino  frog-face .... 

Just  then  Jo  felt  herself 
swooped  on.  It  was  LaFlora  Mac- 
Ginnis,  gaunt  and  resplendant, 
enfolding  Jo  in  the  folds  of  a 
black  cape.  “For  the  witch  in  me, 
you  know,”  she  explained.  “Oh, 
Jo,  I  can’t  believe  you’re  really 
here.  Do  you  know  I  was  imaging 
(sic)  you  this  minute?  Right  in 
front  of  my  eyes?  Can  you  believe 
how  close  we  are,  psychically, 
after  all  these  years?  Oh  Darling,  I 
called  you  for  hours  last  night,  I 
needed  you  so  deeply!”  “What 
for,  a  ride  home  from  The  Sin¬ 
ners?”  Jo  grunted  out  of  the  side 
of  her  face.  “Oh  Jo!”  LaFlora 
turned  her  delicate,  thorough¬ 
bred’s  jaw  on  her  with  admira¬ 
tion.  “I  told  you  we’re  in  perfect 
synch,  darling,  you  knew  without 
my  telling  you.  It’s  mind-stretch, 
just  like  in  Wanderingaround- 
groundV' 

“F - mind  stretch.”  Jo  felt 

sick  to  death  of  this  parody  called 
friendship,  sick  of  the  flow  of 
words  now  exuding  from  the 
mouth  of  one  who  didn’t  care  if 
she  lived  or  became  diseased  to¬ 
morrow.  “I  saw  your  car  there 
with  a  boot  on  it  last  night”  she 
said.  “ That’s  how  I  knew.”  “Oh 
Jo,  I’m  being  unsensitive,  aren’t 
I?”  LaFlora  murmbled  apologeti¬ 
cally.  “You’re  upset,  and  I  didnlt 
even  offer  to  hold  you!  Oh,  don’t 
deny  it,  I  can  tell.  When  you  talk 
out  of  the  side  of  your  face  and 
say  hurtful  things  you  don’t  even 
mean,  it’s  a  sign!  Don’t  forget,  I 
been  knowing  you  a  long  time 
now,  girl!” 

“Oh  God,  now  she’s  trying  to 
talk  black!”  Jo  moaned.  “I 


forgot  how  you  take  on  the  speech 
pattern  of  whoever’s  your  current 
sweetheart.  I  bet  Fern  gets  sick 
when  you  talk  like  that!” 

“Fern?  Who’s  Fern?  We’re 
talking  about  you,  Jo-Jo.  You, 
my  dear,  who  is  now  coming  with 
me  to  my  therapy  group.  No  argu¬ 
ments,  I’m  not  even  listening. 
Haven  said  we  need  another  mem¬ 
ber,  and  Jo,  you  need  her  badly. 
I’ve  been  trying  to  get  you  to  work 
on  yourself  for  years,  and  now 
you’re  coming  with  me.  Yes  Jo, 
you  need  a  gentle,  supportive  at¬ 
mosphere,  where  you  don’t  have 
to  be  “tuff’  where  you  can  let  go 
of  your  old  pain.  Where  you  can 
sever  these  destructive  patterns 
right  out  of  your  life.” 


In  spite  of  herself,  Jo  let  her 
reluctant  body  be  swept  along  in 
the  folds  of  the  cape.  “I’ve  told 
you  a  million  times  I’m  not  payig 
my  good  money  to  let  some  quack 
mess  with  my  mind!”  “The  first 
time’s  free,”  LaFlora  told  her. 
“And  anyway,  do  you  think  I  can 
'afford  it?  You  know  my  job 
teaching  feminist  psychodrama  to 
the  immorally  impaired  doesn’t 
pay  s— !  And  now  that  my  car’s 
gone  I’m  in  even  worse  shape.  But 
the  question  you  must  ask  your¬ 
self  is  can  you  afford  not  to  get 
shrunk!” 

An  hour  later,  Jo  sat  uncomfor¬ 
tably  on  the  floor  in  a  large  clut¬ 
tered  room.  “BE  YOURSELF” 
read  one  poster.  “GIVE  YOUR¬ 
SELF  A  WARM  FUZZY  TO¬ 
DAY!”  read  another.  “Harder, 
harder”  crooned  Haven  Womon- 
flower,  the  group’s  leader,  of 
“Guide”  as  she  termed  herself. 
“Beat  it!”  Obediently,  LaFlora 
gave  the  large  dirty  pillow  another 
smack.  “Tell  the  pillow  what  you 
fel  about  it.”  Haven  told  her  ur¬ 
gently.  “Let  it  out,  dear  flower.” 

“I  HATE  YOU,  FERN”  La 
Flora  screamed.  “You  make  me 
feel  so  ...  so  worthless.  So  good 
for  nothing.  So  GUILTY.  Why 
you  make  me  feel  just  like,  just 
like,.  .  .  my  mother  did!”  And 
LaFlora  relapsed  on  the  floor, 
sobbing  in  wild  derangement. 
“Good,  good  work”  Haven 


< 
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Continued  from  page  1 
interests  of  this  newspaper  or  of 
gays.  People  are  pretty  damned 
hot  around  here,  and  are  going  to 
get  hotter.” 

Both  editors  acknowledged  that 
they  have  sole  discretion  over  their 
papers’  advertising  policy. 

OIM  board  member  Charlie 
Cannaliato  told  GCN  that  he 
would  try  to  convince  the  editors 
that  the  ad  is  “low-key,  inoffen¬ 
sive,  obscure,  and  won’t  create  a 
lot  of  trouble.”  He  warned,  how¬ 
ever,  that  if  gays  are  not  being 
taken  seriously,  “we’ll  go  through 


broadcasting  media,  especially 
television,  so  that  they  (news¬ 
papers)  will  have  to  put  us  on  page 
one.” 

KCSW-TV  in  Kalispell,  at 
which  Cannaliato  is  chief  engin¬ 
eer,  has  been  running  free  public 
service  announcements  for  OIM 
for  several  months. 

OIM,  a  coalition  of  lesbians 
and  gay  males  of  the  Flathead 
Valley,  was  formed  in  April  1979. 
Based  in  Missoula,  with  chapters 
in  Kalispell  and  Butte,  the  group 
opened  a  resource  center  in  March 
1980  which  operates  two  counsel- 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

.  STATION  423-4340 


"Goy  Meeting” 

and 

‘Passing  Strangers" 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  . . . 

XANADU  graphics 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


Direct  from  New  York: 

“Just  Blondes" 


To  the  readers: 

Please  send  suggestions  for  the 
next  episode  to  the  author,  care  of 
GCN.  If  you  would  like  to  intro¬ 
duce  new  characters,  events, 
places  or  ideas,  the  author  prom¬ 
ises  to  gratefully  take  all  your  sug¬ 
gestions  into  consideration.  Re¬ 
member,  this  is  YOUR  soap 
opera. 


GAY 
COMMUNITY 


NEWS 


Subscription^  Newsstand 
Price  Price 

$47.00  $75.00 

$33.50  $50.00 

$17.50  $25.00 

$10.00  $12.50 

$5.00  $6.00 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  USA.  Add  20%  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED  IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE  CONSIDERED 
DONATIONS,  WHICH  ARE  GREATLY  APPRECIATED. 

□  NEW  □  RENEWAL 


□  3  years  (150  issues) 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 

□  1  year  (  50  issues) 

□  25  weeks 

□  12  weeks 


praised  her  hotly.  “Let’s  give  our 
flower  some  stokes  for  her  good 
work.”  Immediately,  all  the 
women  in  the  group  except  Jo  ad¬ 
vanced  on  LaFlora  and  began  pet¬ 
ting  and  caressing  her.  One  of 
them,  carried  away  by  empathy, 
bit  her  hard  on  the  earlobe.  “Ow, 
get  off  me!”  LaFlora  screamed, 
as  Haven  gently  pulled  the  womun 
back,  inserting  a  corner  of  the  pil¬ 
low  instead  into  her  ravid  mouth. 

Soon,  white  feathers  were  flying 
ceaselessly  about  the  room. 
“Snow,  snow”  squeaked  Haven 
in  childish  fantasy-play.  “Let  us 
caper  in  it  like  the  children  we 
are.” 

In  the  ensuing  tumult,  Jo  found 
her  way,  unnoticed,  down  the 
stairs.  “Enough  already,  I’ve  had 
it!”  she  articulated  bitterly.  “This 
city  has  played  just  one  too  many 
lousy  tricks  on  this  dyke.  San 
Francisco  or  New  York,  here  I 
come!” 


Boston's  Best  Aft  Mate  Show! 


Name 


Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions 
22  Bromfield  St. 
Boston,  MA  02108 


ing  hotlines,  and  provides  panels 
on  homosexuality  for  university 
classes.  OIM  is  currently 
attempting  to  incorporate  as  a 
nonprofit  organization. 

In  a  related  incident,  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  Pilot  article  on  OIM, 
which  included  an  extensive  inter¬ 
view  with  Cannaliato,  sparked  the 
resignation  of  a  KCSW-TV  clima¬ 
tologist,  who  stated  that  he  could 
not  work  for  a  company  that  em¬ 
ployed  a  known  homosexual.  The 
station  supported  Cannaliato 
throughout  the  advertising  con¬ 
troversy. 


Name  _ _ 

Account  No _ _ 

Expiration  Date  _ 

Signature  _ _ 

I 

.  □  VISA  □  MASTERCHARGE 

All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to  "GCN”.  Do  NOT  send  cash  through  the 
mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential,  and  is  never  sold  or  used 
jtxcept  for  mailing  GCN. 

STAY  IN  TOUCH 
WITH  YOUR  COMMUNITY 
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Classifieds 


DID  YOU  SEE  AN  ASSAULT 

In  Copley  Sq  MBTA  Station 
Tuesday  Eve,  April  29th 

10-11  PM  Downtown  Green  Line 
Please  Call  426-5777  Eves 
(Assault  was  by  MBTA  Employee) 


JUST  FRIENDS 


HUDSON  LESBIANS 
GF  couple  wants  to  form  discreet 
social/support  group  w/other  GF’s  in 
Hudson/Marlboro  area.  Planning  get- 
together  to  make  friends,  laugh,  be 
ourselves.  If  interested,  write  us  and 
include  way  to  contact  you.  GCN  Box 
253  _ ' _ (43) 

GAY  C.S.  IN  BOSTON  AREA 
This  would  be  a  good  time  to  get 
together  for  mutual  support  and  shar¬ 
ing.  Annual  meeting  is  coming.  Contact 
Vicki  at  GCN  Box  255.  (44) 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 

Write  that  lecture 

Learn  that  stuff 

And  hope  like  hell 

You’ve  learned  enough 

But  if  you  haven’t 

Charm  them  then 

They’ll  swear  you  have 

The  wit  of  ten. 

Ten  what? 

1  love  you.  All  my  love,  Porcupine. 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Wouldn't  you  know  it?  Perfect  weather, 
itchy  feet,  and  anchored  here.  It  will  all 
be  over  soon, _ 

SNOOPY 

Long  time  no  contact.  How’s  tricks??? 

2  Gentle  GWM  seek  1  GM  to  service  a 

small  household  in  So  NH.  Gentle  per¬ 
son  —  no  S/M.  Room,  board,  plus  fair 
allowance.  Please  send  photo  and  des- 
cription  to  GCN  Box  252. _ (44) 

GWM  5 '9"  200,  36  yrs  would  like  to 
meet  gay  people  to  go  to  concerts, 
films,  also  would  like  to  hear  from  Pen 
Pals.  POB  445,  Andover,  MA  01810.  (42) 
Lesbian  30  sks  honest,  idealistic 
friends  to  share  simple  pleasures  like 
beaching,  bicycling,  tennis,  dancing, 
exploring  the  cosmos,  etc.  GCN  Box 
254, _ (43) 

GWM  28,  145  lbs,  5 '8",  brn  hr/eyes  well 
educated  &  traveled  sks  to  meet  gay 
men  who  are  sincere,  educated  &  like 
travel,  sex,  sports,  talk,  shows,  dance, 
long  term  relationship.  GCN  Box  256. 
_ (43) 

ASIATICS  ATTENTION 
GWM  40  desires  young  18-30  Asiatics 
for  gd  time  personal  fulfillment  likes 
travel  interest  in  arts  no  SM  drugs  or 
fats  call  (201)  352-8163  collect.  (43) 

Marathon  Madness??  Gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  interested  in  a  support/training 
group  to  prepare  to  run  in  next  year’s 
Boston  Marathon,  call  Gary  at  731-0498 
after  9:30  pm  or  on  weekends,  or  write 
299  Tappan,  #3,  Brookline,  MA  02146. 

(42) 

GWM  34  5 '9"  160  masc  hairy  educ  sens 
resp  warm  &  friendly  seeks  slim/med 
guys  18-20s  for  physical  pleasures  & 
whatever  else  may  happen.  Coll  stu 
pref;  inexp  OK.  No  S/M,  one-niters.  Call 
PE  1-1609,  7-9am/1 1-12pm  M-F,  any  time 
wkends. _ (42) 

GCN  staff  member,  recovering  from 
back  injury,  needs  vacant  house  in  the 
country  or  near  the  sea  for  a  week  or 
so.  After  20  wks  in  bed  in  Somerville, 
beautiful  surroundings  &  fresh  air  are 
doctor’s  orders!  If  you  can  help,  please 
call  GCN  about  Jil  426-4469. _ (c) 

HELP! 

GCN  is  growing.  We  need  your  old 
desks,  chairs,  bookshelves,  tables, 
“scrap"  (usable)  2x4s,  plywood,  paint 
brushes  &  rollers,  telephones,  plants, 
gay  books,  filing  cabinets  (legal  size), 
flowers,  etc.  Use  your  imagination! 
Give  Mike  or  Richard  a  call  at  426-4469. 
P.S.,  we’ll  need  help  w/painting  &  build¬ 
ing  too.  Let  us  know  if  you’re  available 
for  some  weekend  group  work  parties. 

WRITER  GOES  SOUTH 
GWM.  31,  writer,  plans  hitch-hike  trip 
from  Boston,  south  to  Atlanta,  on  very 
low  budget.  Seek  places  to  stay  1  or  2 
nights  in  Richmond  or  Raleigh  or  Char¬ 
lotte,  late  April  or  May.  Other  offers 
along  1-95  or  1-85  would  be  greatly  ap- 
preciated.  G C N  Box  226. _ (c) 

PERSONALIZED  SERVICE 
for  all  your  printing  needs.  Resumes, 
flyers,  etc.  Gay  owned.  Copy  Cellar,  55 

Broad  St.,  Boston.  542-8280. _ (ex) 

PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Older  GWM,  recently  retired  profes¬ 
sional,  seeks  similar  to  share  theater 
going,  car  trips,  possible  foreign  travel. 
GCN  Box  249. _  (43) 

BIKE  TRIP  ON  CAPE  COD!! 

I  am  planning  a  biketrip  on  the  Cape  for 
the  first  two  weeks  of  July.  (Boston,  The 
Islands,  P  Town.and  the  ferry  back  to 
Boston.)  Would  like  others  interested  in 
joining  in,  to  contact  me  at  Box  743, 
Burlington,  VT  05402. _ (42, 45, 46) 

Remember  what  it  was  like  being  gay  in  , 
Boston  before  1960?  Yr  photos  and 
memories  can  help  our  Gay  History  pro- 
jecLBob  426-7351.  (42) 
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GWF  seeks  GWF  50+  North  Shore  if 
possible  purpose  friendship-love. 
Come  on  I  know  your  out  there  drop  me 
a  line  P.O.  Box  3222,  Peabody,  MA 
01960. _ (43) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  numbei 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Class! 

fleds.  Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Bos 

ton,  MA  02108. 

SERVICES _ 

Gay  Men’s  Weekend  May  30,  led  by  2 
experienced  therapists.  Improve  self 
awareness  &  communications.  Info 
Francis  661-2032,  Kevin  354-0622.  (42) 

THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
has  2  openings.  Grp  meets  Thurs  eves 
to  explore  intimacy  &  relationship 
issues.  Sliding  fee.  Contact  Jim  Fish- 
man,  MSW,  for  more  info.  628-8286.  (41) 

COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 
COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 

for  all  your  printing  needs.  (Gay  owned). 
FLYERS,  RESUMES,  STATIONERY, 
ETC.  Copy  Cellar,  55  Broad  St.,  Bos. 
near  Faneuil  Mkt  (off  State  St.)  542-8280 

_ fc) 
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Johnn  M.  Aloio, 
D.M.D. 

Creative  dentistry  in 
o  relaxed  environment 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 
Newton  Corner,  Mass,  (oft  the  Pike) 
(617)965-1311  lorappt. 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 
For  women,  their  friends,  end  femllles. 

(61 7)  861  -8824  Lexington,  MA 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY-BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
gay-bi  married  men  forming,  to  focus  on 
related  issues.  Call  days  Francis  Giam- 
brone,  MA.  661-2032.  eves  661-7890. 

_ _ (40) 

BACK  BAY  LANDSCAPING 
We’re  a  small  company  offering  com¬ 
plete  landscape  and  gardening 
services.  Quality  work,  personal  atten- 
tion.  Bob  Toscano.  267-6188. _ (c) 

SPRING  CLEANING 
Thorough  dependable  housecleaning 
Service  by  responsible  gay  man. 
References  available.  266-6103. 

Mornings  and  late  night.  (38) 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 


CARPENTRY/CONSTRUCTION 
Walls  built,  doors  hung,  shelves  and 
countertops,  exterior  stairs  and  repairs. 
Boston  area  only.  Cally  Ginny  Hodgdon 
787-9583.  (42) 


ACUPUNCTURE  AND  MASSAGE 
Dealing  with  emotional  and  physical 
stress  and  disharmony  for  wimyn. 
Karen  Black,  Cert.  Acupuncturist.  For 
appointment  call  926-8769. _ (45) 


RIDES 


GM  seeks  rider  to  Denver  to  share  driv¬ 
ing  &  expenses.  Leaving  1st  week  of 
June  from  Boston  or  NY  camping  & 
motel  en  route.  Andrew  367-9064.  (42) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

GWF  professional  wants  to  rent  room 
this  summer  in  lesbian  home  in  or  near 
Provincetown.  GCN  Box  250.  (42) 


MOVERS 


A  M 

*31 1  Commonwealth  Ave. 

A  Boston,  MA  021 1 5 


A 

*  266-9135  * 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★* 

Gay  women  write/meet  with  confiden- 
tiality  &  support  thru  The  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  &  Services.  Intro  copy  $3  ppd. 
Also  Gay  Women  Group  Travel.  Info: 
Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947. _ (44) 

HOUSE  CLEANED  GAILY 
Reasonable  rates. 
References  on  request. 

Call  625-5133. (c) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  -  any  day  of  the  year 
N o  overtime  charges.  354-2184.  (c) 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

661-2958. (c) 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Anything,  anywhere  —  all  size  trucks, 
with  dollies,  straps  and  pads  —  fast 
and  efficient.  Very  reliable.  Careful, 
cheerful  and  cheap.  864-0844. _  (c) 

APARTMENTS _ 

SOMERVILLE  SUBLET 
GM  seeks  summer  roommate  for  furn  2 
br  apt  near  Harvard,  Inman  Sq.  Call  Rich 
or  Stew  666-0280.  Good  cheap  deal.  (43) 
Clean,  quiet,  bright  room-apt,  sunny 
kitchenette,  share  bath.  By  the  Pru.  No 
smoke,  no  drugs,  please.  Nice  guys. 
267-7422. _ 

Boston,  S.  End,  newly  renovated  1  bdrm 
apt  in  secure,  clean,  adult,  owner- 
occupied  bldg,  laundry  in  bldg.  536- 
4012.  Sunny  &  quiet,  $285  no  util.  (43) 

RED  LINE 

Dorchester  Savin  Hill  5  rooms  1  fir 
excellent  condition.  $295/mo.  Tel 
Michael,  265-1771,  evenings. _ (42) 

WANTED  FOR  SUMMER  SUBLET 
Reliable  F  for  spacious  well-cared  for 
apt.  N.  End  Boston  June  1-Sept  1.  Lrge 
kitchen  studio  bdrm  toilet  in  hall.  Safe 
area.  130  +  Call  523-7638. _ (42) 

ROOMMATES _ 

GWF  will  do  work  on  apt  or  house  for 
reasonable  rent  on  room  or  small  apt. 
Can  paint,  wallpaper,  ground  work. 
North  Shore  —  P.O.  Box  3222,  Peabody, 
M  A  01960. _ (42) 


GAY  P-TOWN 

GWF  will  share  apt  with  same  30-40  age 
group  must  be  neat  and  be  willing  to 
pitch  In  must  be  animal  lover  not  a  bar 
person  no  drugs  or  heavy  drinkers 
would  like  easy  going  quiet  type  call 
(617)  487-3640  Coznrwtr, _ (42) 

2  Lfs  liking  for  3rd  to  share  beaut  apt 
w/frpl,  nr  Pond  in  JP.  1  smokes  other 
doesn’t.  Easy  going,  resp,  friendly.  Call 
522-5461,  Eve  or  Brand,  522-3417.  (42) 

2  gay  males  looking  for  third  to  share 
spacious  sunny  three  bedroom  apt  on 
Comm  Ave  between  Exeter  &  Fairfield 
—  fireplace,  roofdeck,  eat-in  kitchen 
$215/mo  +  utils,  heat  &  water  inc. 
266-1195.  Jun  1  or  ASAP. _ (41) 

SUMMER  SHARE? 

Roommate  sought  to  share  comfort¬ 
able  convenient  Camb  apt  w/2  M  grad 
students.  Quasi-communal  living.  Good 
people,  avail  6/1-8/31  $143/mo.  Call 
_ 547-6822. _ (41) 

One  woman  seeks  4  others  to  re-form 
home  in  JP  starting  June.  Great  house 
90 +  .  Call  524-6209  soon.  Are  you  a 
turtle? _ (44) 

LF,  politically  (incorrect?)  active,  vege¬ 
tarian,  non-smoker,  seeks  a  roommate 
to  share  sunfilled  2  bdrm  apt  w/lovely 
view.  Cnvnt  to  3  Grn  Lines  &  Bus  to 
Cent  Sq.  $135  incl  ht/hw.  AvI  June  1. 
566-3885.  Call  anytime. _ (38) 

Camb  straight  F  would  like  gay  M  for  2 
bdrm  5  rm  apt.  Sunny  quiet  tree  lined  St 
in  N.  Camb  $150  +  util  prefer  28  + 
responsible  person  call  661-3397  am 
best  time. 

G  man  and  straight  woman  seek 
lesbian  to  share  a  friendly  spacious 
home  directly  on  the  ocean  in  Hull 
$225/mo.  Call  (61 7)  925-301 5  after 6.  (42) 

EAST  PROVINCETOWN 
F  (couple)  needed  immed  to  share  4 
bdrm  hse  w/2  F  on  hill  bay  view  frplc  2 
prchs  3  cats  no  cig  no  more  pets 
responsible  adult  please  $  in  advance 
May  23  -  Sept  5  call  354-6336  early  am, 
late  pm  keep  trying. _ (42) 

NEED  A  ROOMMATE  FOR  FALL? 
GM  music  student  seeks  apartment  to 
share  in  Boston  area  for  September.  Am 
22;  quiet,  studious,  sincere  —  would 
prefer  same.  Dave  (617)  731-2243.  (43) 

Camb-Som  line  nice  2  br  apt  needs  2nd 
resp  F.  Parking,  on  T,  big  kitchen, 
w/walk-in  pantry,  basement.  No  pet. 
$143+  util/gas  heat.  623-1374  eves/ 
wknds. _ (42) 

WORK  FOR  ROOM  RENT 
I  want  a  congenial  gay  man  to  help  me 
scrape  and  paint  a  few  hrs  a  wk  in 
exchange  for  rm  rent  in  my  S.  End  town 
house.  Dick  247-3043. _ (42) 


FRAMINGHAM  AREA  BWM  24 

seeks  friend  and  roommate  to  live  with 
parallel  interests:  martial  arts,  Unitari- 
anism,  canoes.  P.O.B.  Ill,  Hopkinton, 
MA  01748. _ (42) 

GWM  31  prof  seeks  GM  to  share  2  bdr  2 
bath  Brkln  apt  avail  July  1.  Lkng  for  prof 
late  20-30s  who  wants  to  live  with  non¬ 
lover  to  establish  a  home  environment 
offering  support,  sharing  and  com¬ 
munity  rather  than  simply  to  save 
money.  Likes:  cleanliness  organization 
movies  sun  conversation.  Dislikes:  loud 
music  cigarettes  inconsideration.  Rent 
around  300.  Call  Jerry  (617)  734-0937. 
_ (43) 

SUMMER  SUBLET 

Harvd  undrgrad  GWM  20  seeks  student 
to  help  select  and  share  sublet  in  Camb 
vie  for  6/1-8/31.  Call  Andy  498-6438. 
Keep  trying. _ (43) 

4  gay  men  seek  one  other  to  share  a 
comfortable  townhouse  on  Fort  Hill, 
single  rm  100/mo  or  own  apt  150/mo 
445-3604,  Lee,  Bill,  Eric. _  (43) 

GWM  25  sks  GM/F  to  share  sml  7  rm 
house;  in  E  Taunton  close  to  Rt  140  & 
24.  Private  bk  yd  &  surdings.  In  winter  ht 
mostly  w/wd.  I’m  into  gardening, 
nature,  etc.  We  split  rent  $40/wk,  elec, 
gas,  oil  ht,  fd.  (617)  823-3088. _ (42) 

Semi-cooperative  countrified  house 
looking  for  3rd  person  to  share  lives 
and  loves.  Semi-vegetarian,  semi¬ 
feminist,  semi-sober,  household. 
$1 25/mo  incl  utilities.  427-3829.  (ex) 


RESORTS 


Try  ctry  fairs-antique  shops-mts- 
serenity.  Lake  Dunmore,  VT  July-Aug. 
Lakeside  home  sips  5-fireplace-mod 
kitch-bath-pvt  dock-grand  piano.  Nr 
Midlebury-Saratoga  Arts-Lake  George 
Opera.  $225/wk-less  2  wks.  GCN  Box 
257. _ _ _  (42-3?) 

Provincetown’s  Watership  Inn.  Charm 
of  a  traditional  New  England  Inn. 
Unique  comfort,  hospitality.  Free  con¬ 
tinental  break.  Open  weekends  4/19  & 
4/26;  daily  5/1.  Watership,  7  Winthrop 
St.,  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  487-0094 
or  Jim  at  536-7289. _ (42) 

ROSE  &  CROWN  GUEST  HOUSE 
Comfort  and  Elegance 

At  the  heart  of  the  action 

158  Commercial  St  (617)  487-3332 
_ Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (44) 

SPRINGTIME  IN  VERMONT 
Head  for  the  hills!  Relax  and  enjoy  the 
splendor  of  the  countryside  at  the 
Inwood  Manor,  E.  Barnet,  VT.  Info/res 
call  Ron  or  Pete  (802)  633-4047.  (44) 

Clean,  comfortable,  inexpensive. 

Convenient  to  all,  friendly. 

CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650,  March  thru  November. 


Do  you  fear  the  bar?  Too  uptight?  Mass 
Bay  is  offering  a  six-week  course  to 
teach  you  to  relax  in  the  bar.  For  more 
information,  call  Frank  Ring  at 
965-1311. _ (43) 

CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  for  lesbian  or  gay  par¬ 
ents  in  my  home.  Beacon  Hill  area. 
Available  days,  9-5,  and  some  evenings. 
Sliding  fee.  B.  Cischke,  367-8038.  Best 
tiem  to  call,  early  afternoon. _ (c) 
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GABRIEL  APTS.  FOR  WOMEN 

Rooms  and  efficiencies  by  the  night  or 
week.  Continental  breakfast.  Gathering 
room.  Hot  tub.  Sun  deck.  In  the  center 
of  town.  Reasonably  priced.  104 
Bradford  St.  Provincetown,  MA  02657. 
(617)  487-3232. _ _ _ (8,8) 

Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  The  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
_ (617)  467-1197. _ 

WANTED _ 

"restoration 

Take  a  look  in  your  backyard  and  see  if 
you  can  part  with  the  following:  Any¬ 
thing  one  can  use  to  restore  an  old 
house  in  Roxbury.  Kindly  appreciated. 
Call  Larry  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ (c) 

JOD  OPPORTUNITIES 

NH  tree  farmer,  23,  seeks  safety- 
minded  individual  18-25  to  help  in  the 
woods.  Salary,  room  &  board,  fringes. 
Tim  Brown,  Box  1277,  Conway,  NH 

03818. _ (42) 

Gay  writer  needstypist  for  manuscript. 
Simple  and  moderate.  Graham  Teller, 
days  523-7033,  eves  899-9423.  (42) 

ARCHITECT 

Gay-owned  Cambridge  Architect  firm 
seeks  resumes  of  architects  or  recent 
graduates.  We  hire  several  people  a 
year,  usually  in  a  rush,  and  like  to  give 
preference  to  gays,  but  have  had 
difficulty  finding  people  in  the  past.  If 
you  would  like  to  be  contacted  when 
openings  occur,  please  send  us  your 
resume.  Hugh  Russell,  18  Brattle  St, 
Cambridge,  MA  02138,  (617)  661-5880. 

(45) 

FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Quest:  a  feminist  quarterly  (a  501  (CX3) 
organization),  is  looking  for  a  fundraiser 
who  can  work  on  a  commissioned 
basis.  In  its  fifth  year,  Quest  is  an  inde¬ 
pendent  journal  publishing  feminist 
theory  and  political  analysis.  Join  us  in 
a  unique  work  experience.  Our  only  re¬ 
quirement  is  enthusiasm!  Contact: 
Alexa  Freeman,  P.O.  Box  8843,  Wash- 
ington,  DC  20003,  (202)  293-1347.  (x) 

Summer  jobs  —  restaurant  —  Cape 
Cod  area  —  Cook,  wait,  D/W, 
house/grounds.  Have  a  good  summer. 
Include  phone  no.,  Box  692,  Astor  Sta., 
Boston,  MA  021 23. _ (42) 

AD  REPS 

Rapidly  expanding  Feminist  Monthly 
has  openings  for  P.T.-F.T.  reps.  Salary 

based  on  experience,  plus  15%  com- 
mission.  661-3567, _ (x) 

Prisoners 


ADMINISTRATOR 

COMMUNITY  OUTREACH 
Radical  social  change  foundation 
seeks  person  to  work  in  collective.  Poli¬ 
tical  commitment,  ability  to  work  on 
community  outreach,  administrative, 
and  office  skills  desired.  Third  World 
applicants  encouraged.  Send  resume/ 
political  experience  to:  HaymarketPeo- 
ples  Fund,  120  Boylston  St.,  Rm  708, 
Boston,  MA02116. _ (?) 

MEDICAL  RECEPTIONIST 
Community  health  center  needs  ener¬ 
getic  individual  for  perm  full  time  posi¬ 
tion.  Exp  helpful.  Send  resume  to 
FCHC,  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston  MA 
02115.  No  calls  please. _ (42) 

HELP! 

GCN  is  growing.  We  need  your  old 
desks,  chairs,  bookshelves,  tables, 
"scrap”  (usable)  2x4s,  plywood,  paint 
brushes  &  rollers,  telephones,  plants, 
gay  books,  filing  cabinets  (legal  size), 
flowers,  etc.  Use  your  imagination! 
Give  Mike  or  Richard  a  call  at  426-4469. 
P.S.,  we'll  need  help  w/painting  &  build¬ 
ing  too.  Let  us  know  if  you’re  available 
for  some  weekend  group  work  parties. 

GCN  SPECIALS 

INDEXER(S)  NEEDED!  Work  on  the 
GCN  index  which  is  becoming  a 
valuable  reference  tool.  Flexible  hours. 
If  you  enjoy  detail  work  and  would  like 
to  help,  we’d  be  happy  to  explain  in 
detail  just  what’s  involved  in  this 
project  and  how  you  can  help.  Ask  for 
Michael  or  Charles,  426-4469. 

WORK  YOUR  OWN  HOURS 
GCN  is  looking  for  two  Ad  Reps  to  start 
Immediately.  Full-time  and  part-time 
available.  Meet  new  people,  explore 
new  places.  20%  commission.  Will 
train.  We  supply  leads!  Call  Larry  at 
GCN,  426-7042. 


PEOPLE  W/ACGESS TO 
OFFSET  MACHINES 
GCN  has  lost  its  source  of  offset  print¬ 
ing.  If  you  have  access  to  offset  print¬ 
ing  on  a  regular  basis  (we  need  things 
like  renewal  notices  printed)  and  want 
to  help  us  out,  please  call  Mike  or 
Richard  at  426-4469.  Thanks. 


GCN  staff  member,  recovering  from 
back  injury,  needs  vacant  house  in  the 
country  or  near  the  sea  for  a  week  or  so. 
After  20  wks  in  bed  in  Somerville, 
beautiful  surroundings  &  fresh  air  are 
doctor's  orders!  If  you  can  help,  please 
call  GCN  about  Jil.  426-4469. _ (c) 


GCN  gets  lots  of  requests  for  penpal 
ads  from  prisoners.  Almost  none  of 
them  are  paid  for.  If  you  would  like  to 
support  the  paper  In  this,  and  perhaps 
even  Increase  the  possibility  of  a  more 
in  depth  dialogue  between  gay  men  and 
women  on  the  Inside  and  those  of  us 
lucky  enough  to  be  on  the  ‘outside’, 
please  SEND  MONEY.  (We  also  send 
free  subs  to  prisoners  who  ask.)  In  any 
case  take  the  time  to  get  to  know 
someone  who’s  getting  more  or  less 
fucked  over  by  strait  law  (euphemisti¬ 
cally  called  ‘justice*)  and  who’s  obvi- 
ously  very  lonely. _ 

GF,  soon  to  be  released  seeks  friends 
and  correspondents.  Please  write  to 
her.  C.  Green  27914,  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City,  Missouri.  (12) 


My  name  is  MIKE  PASKOWITZ,  age  22, 
and  I’d  like  to  write  other  people,  espe¬ 
cially  the  gay  community,  and  other, 
lonely  people.  Mail  Box  1547,  P.O.B. 
1100,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825. _ (2) 

Would  like  to  hear  from  people  who  are 
honest,  intelligent  and  independent. 
Not  looking  for  a  paper  love,  Just  some¬ 
one  to  be  a  good  friend  to.  ISAAC  C. 
BARR  036-0225-E-54,  P.O.  Box  488,  Polk 
City,  FL  33868. _ (2) 

Lonely,  49  yr  old  male  desires  penpals 
around  the  same  age  who  care.  MAR¬ 
VIN  D.  BROCKETT  04206-164,  P.O.  Box 
1000,  Lewisburg,  PA  17837, _ (2) 

Searching  for  someone  to  correspond 
with  and  maybe  make  my  time  easier 
through  words.  RANDI  ORICK  142376, 
P.O.B.  779,  Marquette,  Ml  49855.  (2) 


I’m  an  inmate  at  the  famed  Raiford 
prison  in  Fla.  and  would  like  to  have 
one  of  your  ‘free’  prisoner  ads  because 
it  gets  mighty  tiresome  not  getting  any 
mail!  23  and  lonely,  write  to  KEVIN 
LEMERY  047202,  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL 
32083. _ (2) 

Lonely  gay  man  wants  to  correspond 
with  another  gay  man,  don’t  make  any 
difference  what  color  they  are  as  long 
as  they  are  open-minded.  My  name  is 
CHRISTOPHER  SPENCER  152556, 
P.O.B.  779,  Marquette,  Ml  49855-K2) 

A  good  friend  here  who  once  wrote 
several  articles  for  GCN  always  lets  me 
read  his  copy  of  the  paper  and  I’ve 
found  it  entertaining  and  enlightening. 
Would  you  print  an  ad  for  me  in  the 
penpal  section  so  I  can  receive  mail 
from  people  In  the  free  world?  I’m  22, 
slender  and  versatile.  MARK  NICKELS 
P.M.B.  85230,  Camp  A,  Dorm  1,  Angola, 
LA  70712.  (2) 


I  read  an  ad  in  Fag  Rag  about  your 
paper  and  would  like  to  find  someone 
who  would  be  willing  to  exchange 
letters  with  me.  The  loneliness  and 
drabness  of  prison  life  is  destroying 
me.  I’m  sure  someone  can  understand 
what  I’m  trying  to  say.  ROBERT 
HOLLINS,  156-218,  Box  25,  Lorton,  VA 
22079. _ (2) 

I’m  broadminded  and  understanding  of 
the  struggle  of  your  organization  be¬ 
cause  as  a  prisoner  I’ve  been  discrim¬ 
inated  against  myself.  I  would  really  ap¬ 
preciate  being  able  to  write  someone. 
LARRY  MCDONALD  052050,  P.O.B.  221, 
M.H.U.-D.14,  Raiford,  FL  32083.  (2) 

Got  your  address  from  NGTF.  I  could 
dig  some  mail  and  friends.  I’ll  be  re¬ 
leased  in  July  of  '80,  am  24,  and  like 
chess,  body  building,  people  and  of 
course  letters.  Nice  rapping  to  you. 
MIKE  SASSIN,  P.O.  Box  779,  139861, 
Marquette,  Ml  49855.  (2) 


PLEASE  HELP  GCN 
If  you  have  a  set  of  office  mailboxes, 
and  would  like  them  to  have  a  grateful 
home,  we  could  use  them  in  the  GCN 
office.  Please  contact  Richard  or  Mike 
at  426-4469  or  write  to  GCN,  22  Brom- 
field  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  Thanks. 

FOR  SALE _ 

MOUNT  IT 

Take  those  tacks  out  of  the  corners. 
Bring  us  your  photo,  print,  poster, 
&  we  ll  dry-mount  on  foam-cor,  while 
you  wait.  A  more  finished  product  for 
your  wall.  Artworks  East,  62  Charles  St., 
Boston,  523-7181.  Call  us! _ (8-3) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

WOMEN:  Because  women  are 

oppressed  not  only  as  women  but  also 
as  Tnird  World  people,  as  poor  people, 
as  workers,  as  homosexuals,  etc.,  a 
political  party  for  all  women  would  not 
only  bring  all  the  demands  of  women 
together  into  one  political  force,  but 
would  also  unite  women  with  all  the 
oppressed.  To  have  political  power,  we 
need  a  political  party!  For  information 
call  (617)  623-1303  or  send  a  self- 
addressed  stamped  envelope  to  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Organize  a  Woman’s  Party.  41 
Boston  Street,  Somerville,  MA  02142. 

(42) 


BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS 
MASS,  a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics,  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  right  side  en¬ 
trance  on  Arlington  St,  at  5:30pm.  For 
info  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355  Boyl¬ 
ston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518. 


CATHOLIC?  GAY?  CONFUSED? 
Call  (415)  863-8795  (SF,  CA)  for  help,  or 
write:  W/$  (tax  deductible)  Thaddean 
Fathers,  3749  17th  St.,  SF,  CA  94114. 
New  facts  revealed. _ (42) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Av,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  4th  Fri,  8m.  Bi-monthly  mag¬ 
azine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social  & 
fund-raising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate _ (c) 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
WA  98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership 
$5.00. 


Good  morning!  How  is  the  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News  coming  along?  I  would 
like  some  gay  companionship.  I’m  gay 
myself  and  a  lovely  28.  Shemecca 
Goings  76A3522,  Clinton  Correctional 
Facility,  Box  367,  Dannemora,  NY 
12929. _ ^ 

Love  to  socialize  (but  not  all  the  time!). 
Am  about  to  finish  a  term  this  summer 
and  would  like  to  get  to  know  someone 
(especially  from  FL  where  I’ll  be 
paroled).  Thank  you  for  any  assistance 
you  can  give  me  in  this  matter.  Rodney 
Jay  MARSH,  P.O.  Box  158,  Lowell,  FL 
32663. _ (3) 

Gay  male  20  just  starting  to  come  out. 
Enjoy  much  reading  your  paper!  Would 
like  to  place  my  name  on  your  penpal 
list.  Edward  HANCOCK  A-88074,  P.O. 
Box  87,  Menard,  IL 62259. _ (3) 

Is  there  any  way  you  could  place  my 
name  and  address  in  your  next  panpal 
section.  You  don’t  know  how  much  it 
would  mean  to  me.  Dale  F.  GOHL 
#152880,  P.O.  Box  511,  Columbus,  OH 
43216. _ (3) 

I’d  like  to  write  to  gay  people  and  to  get 
your  paper,  if  that’s  possible  without 
funds.  (Ed.  note:  It  is.)  Please  write  Tony 
Clark,  Georgia  State  Prison,  69252 
#m-4,  Reidsville,  GA  30453. _ 

I'd  like  to  hear  from  other  gay  men  who 
may  be  in  search  of  a  meaningful 
relationship.  I’m  27  and  like  your  paper 
very  much.  Dennis  Daschofsky,  Box 
777,  626178,  Monroe,  WA  98272. 

A  friend  told  me  he  placed  an  ad  in  your 
paper  and  found  someone  he  is  very 
fond  of,  he  receives  letters  and  visits 
and  Is  much  happier  now.  I’m  a  gay 
prisoner,  23  yrs  old,  seeking  friends, 
mail  and  visits  from  other  gay  brothers. 
Like  music,  traveling,  people  and  lots  of 
sex.  Get  in  touch  with  LEROY  BROWN 
F7258,  P.O.  Box  244,  Graterford,  PA 
19426. _ (2) 

I  enjoy  reading,  jazz,  levis,  cowboy  hats, 
and  the  steam  baths;  also  very  much 
into  gay  rights.  Enclosed  is  a  gay  poem 
. . .  Hoping  to  find  a  penpal:  WILLIAM 
CONCANNON  23947-175,  Box  888  F 
Unit,  Ashland,  KY  41101. _ (2) 

I’ve  been  gay  for  10  of  my  20  years  and 
enjoy  sex  any  and  all  of  It.  Please  put 
this  request  in  your  paper  and  also  start 
sending  it  to  me.  Thanks,  DANIEL  BAX¬ 
TER  156304,  P.O.  Box  779,  Marquette, 
Ml  49855. _ (2) 


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 

,When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and 
lesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
where  to  stay,  what  group  to  contact, 
and  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call 
us  to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212) 
777-1800,  from  noon  til  midnight.  (20) 
Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090.  . 

NH  LAMBDA  ' 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  332- 
4440,  889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927, 
224-8517.  A  statewide  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tion,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  In  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  Infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  morel  Help  support  our 
work— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  Income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011, _ 

~MAN-BOY  LOVE  —  YOUTH  RIGHTS 
Political,  social,  educational  group  to 
support  intergenerational  relation¬ 
ships.  Write: 

NAMBLA,  Box  174,  NY,  NY  10018.(43) 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.  (hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge 
St.,  Boston  (Old  West  Church).  Edward 
T.  Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All 
persons  are  welcome. _ 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Com- 
munion  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Lesbian  Feminist  S  &  M  support  group 
has  published  45  pp  bklet  including 
articles  on  theory  and  politics,  personal 
experience,  reading  list.  $3,  plain  wrap¬ 
per.  Samois  #5,  P.O.  Box  2364, 
Berkeley,  CA  94702.  Free  hanky  color 
code  card  for  lesbians  included.  (40) 


I’m  a  21  year-old  who  would  enjoy  writ¬ 
ing  some  older  people  with  intellect. 
I’m  studying  to  be  a  psychology  major 
at  night  college.  Bobby  C.  CRABTREE,, 
P.O.  Box  747,  #009200  Starke,  FL 
32091. _ (3) 

Young  gay  male  with  business  and 
accouniing  degree  desires  moving  rela¬ 
tionship  with  advanced  person.  Peter 
SULEWSKI,  #143886,  Rt.  3  Box  3333, 
Hagerstown,  MD  21740. _ (3) 

Gay  man  28  desires  to  write  other  gay 
men  interested  in  forming  a  lasting  rela¬ 
tionship.  Dennis  DASCHOFSKY, 
626178,  Box  520,  Walla  Walla  WA 
99362. _ (3) 

Gay  man  desires  to  make  friends 
through  the  mail.  Interested  mainly  in 
sincerity,  no  flim-flam.  Help  this  lonely 
guy  out.  Omer  Causby  SAXON 
#99296-131,  P.O.  Box  4000,  Springfield, 
MO  65802. _ (3) 

First  allow  me  to  introduce  myself.  I’m 
Samuel  SLOAN,  24,  presently  incarcer¬ 
ated  at  Lucasville  and  also  attending 
Shawnee  State  Community  Colelge. 
But  it’s  still  difficult  to  occupy  the 
hours  of  loneliness.  Will  send  photo.  S. 
H.  Sloan  #149-125,  P.O.  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ (3) 

Young  man  wishes  to  correspond  with 
intelligent  gays  in  order  to  establish 
meaningful  relationship.  Enjoy  reading 
your  paper.  Dogulas  PONDER,  260067, 
Legalist  Counselor,  P.O.  Box  520,  Walla 
Walla,  WA  99362. _ (3) 

Prison  butch  young  stud  looking  for 
butch  men,  hung  with  beards  or  mous¬ 
taches.  Lonely,  seeks  penpals. 
Clarence  EDWARDS  #066-164,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (3) 

A  young  interesting  guy  wants  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  anyone  who's  looking  for 
a  possible  friendship.  Waiting  to  hear 
from  you  (smile):  Wm  (Wild  Bill) 
GASAWAY,  P.O.  Box  747  #053865, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (3) 

Looking  for  gay  people  who  would  be 
interested  in  meeting  and  writing  an 
honest,  forthright  and  self-sufficient 
being..  Attractive,  21,  devoted  Scorpio. 
Respectfully  submitted,  John  Charles 
COLE,  #14658,  P.O.  Box  41,  Michigan 
City,  IN  46360. _ (3) 

Seeking  friend  with  whom  to  exchange 
thoughts  and  ideals.  Race,  sex  and  age 
are  no  barrier,  so  please  someone, 
write.  Richard  JONES  Jr,  #146173,  P.O. 
Box  69,  London,  OH  431 40  (3) 


Working  Papers  on  Gay/Lesbian  Libera¬ 
tion  and  Socialism  —  a  collection  of  es¬ 
says  by  members  of  the  New  American 
Movement,  a  national  socialist-feminist 
organization.  $1.00  from  Boston-Area 
NAM,  POB  443,  Somerville,  MA  02144, 
(617)661-8372. _ (21) 

No  More  Cages:  bi-monthly  women's 
prison  newsletter.  $6.00/yr,  free  to  pri¬ 
soners.  Send  articles/graphics/poetry/ 
money:  Box  283,  W.  Nyack,  NY  10994. 
_ (37,40,42,44) 

Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals. 
Twelve  Issues  $10,  sample  $1.  You’re 
Not  Alone,  P.O.  Drawer  8398CH, 

Atlanta,  GA  30306  (cj 

Guardian,  independent  radlcaT news¬ 
weekly,  covers  black,  women's,  gay 
struggles  and  liberation  movements 
around  the  world.  Special  offer  six 
weeks  for  $1.  Guardian,  Dept.  GCN,  33 
W.17St.,  NYC,  NY  10011.  (c) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 
Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)382-3222. _ (c) 

FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for 
lesbians,  $8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  Indi¬ 
vidual  copy.  "1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  Publishes  fiction, 
poetry,  reviews,  essays (,  graphics. 
Editorial  meetings  first  Monday  of 
every  other  month  (Apr,  June,  etc.)  at 
8pm.  Call  259-0063  for  info.  We  need 
writers  and  production  people.  A  good 
place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  magazine 
together. 

Periodicals  by  Mail  is  a  project  de¬ 
signed  to  give  wider  accessibility  to 
worthwhile  periodicals  not  distributed 
through  many  newsstands.  For  a  free 
list  of  over  70  alternative  periodicals 
which  can  be  ordered  by  mail,  send 
your  name,  address,  and  a  15«  stamp  to: 
Periodicals  by  Mall,  a  periodical  retreat, 
336V2  S.  State  St.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  48104. 

(llmo) 


Gay  man  28  soon  to  be  released  and  in 
need  of  friends  in  the  Boston  area  to 
help  make  a  stable  re-entry.  Ground 
control,  can  you  read  me?  Sincere  only, 
please!  Randy  BULLEN  #138875,  Rt.  3 
Box  3333,  Hagerstown,  MD  21740.  (3) 

Masculine  male  28  wishes  sincerely  to 
hear  from  gay  males,  preferably  drag 
queens,  female  impersonators  or  trans¬ 
vestites.  Should  be  released  this  year. 
Mark  A.  ROBINSON  037250,  P.O.  Box 
500,  Olustee,  FL  32072. _ (3) 

I  hope  to  hear  from  someone  interested 
in  sharing  a  positive  relationship  with 
someone  20  who  is  just  starting  to 
come  out.  My  name  is  Richard  BRYAN 
8003449  B-4,  2700  S.  California, 

Chicago,  I L  60608. _ (3) 

Interested  in  corresponding  with 
someone  intelligent  and  independent 
and  into  gay  mentally  as  well  as  social¬ 
ly.  My  hobbies  are  oil,  water  and  acrylic 
painting  and  woodcraft.  Also  like 
sports.  Mitchell  R.  BROWN,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (3) 

Having  no  family  which  seems  to  care, 
am  serving  2  years  and  it  is  very  hairy 
with  no  visitors,  far  from  home.  Any 
letters  will  be  welcomed  with  open 
hands.  Leon  Goolsby  #151-622,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ (3) 

I’m  interested  in  the  gay  community 
and  was  wondering  if  you  could  put  my 
name  in  the  penpal  section  of  your 
paper.  I’m  lost  and  lonely  and  in  need  of 
friends.  Ralph  SHUSTER  151-210,  P.O. 
Box  511,  Columbus,  OH  43216.  (3) 

Slim  and  trim  and  tall  would  enjoy 
writing  to  gay  males.  Terry 
CRUTCHFIELD,  C-039230  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (3) 

I’d  appreciate  a  free  sub  that  your 
exlicit  and  different  paper  offers.  Also 
please  put  my  name  in  your  penpal  list 
so  that  some  nice  person  will  add  some 
correspondence  (of  a  personal  nature) 
to  my  days.  If  anyone  out  there  has  a 
manual  typewriter  to  help  me  in  my 
legal  struggle.  Thank  you,  Billy  Mac  MC 
COY  75868,  Angola,  LA  7071 2.  (3) 

Queen,  red  hair  blue  eyes  and  freckles! 
Desires  someone  to  write.  Bryan  (Rose) 
BRECKENRIDGE,  156-981 R,  P.O.  Box 

45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ (3) 

Artist  who  loves  to  see  the  sun  come  up 
and  set,  33  would  like  to  write 

someone.  Willie  Range  10164,  Box  87, 
Menard,  I L  62259. _ (3) 


olendof 


weekly  events 
sundoys 

Boiton, UA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Lindemann  Center 
(Staniford  Sty  Gov't  Ctr. ) .  Men  and  women. 
2-4pm. 

Boston,  UA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  Roller  skating.  Hatch  Shell, 
Esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Call  282-9161  tor 
info. 

Bos  ton,  UA  —  Chiltern  Men’s  Basketball.  Lin¬ 
demann  Center  (Gov't  Ctr  ).  4:30-6pm.  Into: 
227-6167. 

Boiton,  UA  —  Chiltern  Running  Club.  Jogging 
and  racing  on  the  Esplanade.  Suns,  at  1,  Mon. 
Wed,  &  Fri  at  6.  Info:  367-2776. 

Boiton,  UA  —  Chiltern  Volleyball  for  men  and 
women.  3-4:30.  Lindemann  Ctr.  Info:  Dee,  266- 
2147. 

Boiton,  UA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and  women. 
2:30pm. 

Greenfield,  UA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin  County. 
Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe.  Osgood  St. 
7pm. 

Orliint,  UA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets  every 
2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA 
02653. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 
Women's  discussion.  Women's  Center,  243  W. 
20th  St.  691-5460.  3pm. 

Wet*  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting.  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sunday  of  the  month.  2pm.  755- 
1426. 

Niw  York,  NY  —  Dyke  Anarchists  meet.  339 
Lafayette  St.,  7pm. 

Niw  York,  NY  —  Gay  People  in  Health  Care. 
Meeting.  Third  Sunday.  St.  Vincent's  Hospital, 
7th  Ave.  and  12th  St.,  Room  207,  7:30pm.  499- 
1453.  (Mon-Fri,  6-10pm). 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  1st  Sun.  of  the  month,  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  228-8049. 


New  York,  NY  —  Comite  Homosexual  Latino- 
americano.  7pm.  433  E.  6th  St.  Apt.  5R.  Info: 
473-6864  or  595-1692.  Meets  every  Sunday  ex¬ 
cept  May  25. 

Philadelphia,  PA  —  Gay  Coffeehouse,  326  Kater 
St.  4-8pm.  For  Info  on  other  activities  call  WA2- 
1623  or  928-1919. 


mondoys 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group 
for  women  14-21.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for 
Non-nuclear  Action)  meeting.  Women's  Educ. 
Ctr.,  46  Pleasant.  354-8807.  7-10pm. 
Bratthboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 
meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common  Ground. 
25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Uorrlatown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Allianceln  Morris 
County  (GAAMC).  Meetings,  discussions,  so¬ 
cials.  Morristown  Unitarian,  Normandy  Heights 
Rd.  762-6217.  (NJ  Gay  Switchboard:  (609)  921- 
2565.) 

New  York,  NY — Christopher  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm, 
meets  second  Mons.  at  348  W.  1 4th  St.  7:30pm. 
New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation 
Meeting.  Women's  Center,  243  W.  20th  St.  691- 
5460.  7:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  NY  Coalition  of 
Black  and  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gays. 
Triangle  Ctr.,  26  9th  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  7:30pm.  Any¬ 
one  interested  in  these  issues  is  welcome  re¬ 
gardless  of  race. 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  The  Lesbian 
Show.  10pm.  279-0707. 

New  York,  NY  —  NY  Gay  Community  Marching 
Band.  Rehearsal.  7-10pm  at  Medusa's  Revenge, 
10  Bleecker  St.  Info:  864-1700,  x709.  Musicians, 
twirlers,  etc.  No  auditions. 

New  York,  NY  —  NYC  Gaymen's  chorus  rehear¬ 
sal.  7:30pm.  Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348 
W.  14th  St.  691-3414.  All  men  welcome. 


Boiton,  UA  —  Gay  Way  radio  program.  (WBUR, 
90.9  FM)  Join  co-hosts  Ann  Maguire  and  David 
Socia  and  their  guests.  8:30pm. 

Plainfield,  VT  —  (WGDR,  91  1FM)  Braddlee  and 
guests.  Call  ini  Open  access-community  radio. 
Midnight  on. 

Hertford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Taskforce  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington 
Ave.  7pm.  (First  Tuesdays)  Info:  249-7691. 

Wednesdays 

Boston,  UA  —  OUT  HERE!  Rap  group  organ¬ 
ized  by  and  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth  14  to  21. 
Info:  266-6103. 

Boiton,  UA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Volleyball.  Lindemann 
Center  (Staniiord  SttGov't  Ctr.)  Men  and  women. 
8- 10pm. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Stu¬ 
dents  Assoc,  meeting.  Phillips  Brooks  House, 
Harvard  Yard,  8-10pm.  Info:  495-5476. 

Bellows  Falla,  VT  —  The  Coffee  House.  South¬ 
ern  Vermont  Lesbian's!  Gay  Men's  Coalition.  7- 
11pm  at  the  Andrews  Inn,  on  the  Square.  Re¬ 
freshments,  music,  poetry.  For  info  call  Kevin 
387-GAYS. 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  Gay  Rap.  279- 
0707. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association. 
Meets  last  Wednesday  of  the  month.  Cof¬ 
feehouse.  Call  691-0057  for  info. 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbians  with  children.  Sup¬ 
port  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regular 
meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston). 
8:30pm.  All  are  welcome! 

Somerville,  UA  —  Lesbian  support  group  for 
younger  women  in  Somerville.  7:30pm  at  the 
Somerville  Women's  Center,  38  Union  Square 
(second  floor  over  laundromat).  For  info  call 
623-9340. 


fridays 


Boiton,  UA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom- 
fleld  (near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  Iona  or  as  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  1 1pm)  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
1  times.  Men  and  woman  welcome.  426- 


fhursdays 


fuesdays 


coming  events 

ALL  OUR  VOICES  ...  ALL  OUR  VISIONS. 
Theme  of  this  year’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Weeks  and  June  21  Parade.  We  have  to  hustle 
some  bucks  to  do  enough  publicity  and  get 
good  entertainment.  Send  a  little  something 
today  to:  Pride  ’80,  do  Beth  Kelley,  285 
Harvard  St.  #102,  Cambridge.  MA  02139. 

★  ★★★  ★★★★★★★★★★ 

may  12  mon 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Week  Chorus  rehearses  from  7:30-10:30pm  at 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass 
Ave.  (near  Harvard  Square).  Women  and  men 
welcome.  Just  starting!  Info:  Ellen  354-8271, 
Peter  731-1609,  or  Jeff  523-1093. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  Task  Force  of  the 
Boston  Chapter  of  the  National  Organization 
for  Women  (NOW)  will  meet  at  99  Bishop 
Richard  Allen  Drive  (near  Central  Square)  at 
6:30pm.  All  women  are  welcome.  Info: 
661-6015. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  ’Transvestites  in  Elizabethan  England.' 
26  9th  Ave.  at  14th  St.  8:30pm.  $2  donation.  All 
women  are  welcome. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Gay  Community  Services  of 
Rhode  Island  meeting  at  the  State  House 
Room  313.  7:30pm. 

14  wad 

Cambridge,  UA  —  OUT  HERE!  for  lesbian  and 
gay  youth  14-21  now  being  held  from  7-9pm  at 
tne  ’Gays  at  MIT'  lounge,  3rd  floor,  Walker 
Memorial  Bldg.  142  Memorial  Drive  (between 
Mass  Ave.  and  Kendall).  Info:  253-5440. 
Boston,  UA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Week 
planning  meeting.  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22 
Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.)  7pm.  Everyone 
welcome. 

Boston,  UA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Potluck 
cookout  in  Bedford,  MA.  Info:  (617)  275-1336. 
Cambridge,  UA  —  Rhode  Island  Feminist 
Theatre  in  Boston  with  Paperweight.’  Agassiz 
Theater,  Radcliffe  Yard.  May  14-17.  (May  14 
performance  is  a  benefit  for  Judy  Chicago's 
Dinner  Party  Exhibit.  All  seats  $6.)  8pm.  Gen. 
adm.  $5.  Info:  864-0291  between  9  and 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Daughters  of  Bllitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1131  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call 
661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 


Boiton,  UA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(baalcally  cutting  and  paatlng  with  a  little  bear 
and  pretzels  on  the  aids).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
knowl  Proofreading  begins  5-1  eh  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St  and 
Washington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor. 
426-4469. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussions  and  social  hour. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Call  66 1-3633  for  info  on  ail  DOB  activities. 
Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
ieaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807 


Boston,  UA  —  Musically  Speaking’  with  Melanie 
Berzon.  Women's  radio  program:  Jazz,  R&B, 
women's  music,  ideas,  events  information. 
1-4pm  on  WMBR  (88.1FM)  Call  494-8810  for 
input. 

Boston,  UA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Swimming.  7-9pm 
all  ages.  Lindemann  Center  (near  Gov't  Ctr).  Info 
267-2776. 

Boiton,  UA  —  Gay  Rec.  Activities.  Basketball. 
7-9pm.  Lindemann  Ctr.  (Gov't  Ctr.)  Info:  282- 
9161. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Daughters  of  Bilids.  Over  35 
rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 1 51 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and  2nd  Wednesday 
of  each  month). 

New  Bedford,  UA  —  Support  Group  for  gay 
women  meets  at  Women's  Center,  252  County 
St.  7pm.  996-3343. 


Saturdays 


Boston,  UA  —  OUT  HERE!  Outings  and  pro¬ 
jects  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth  14-21.  Every 
Saturday  afternoon.  Info:  266-6103. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  rap  group.  26  9th 
Ave.  1pm.  242-1212. 


15  thurs 


Boston,  UA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  PROOF¬ 
READING  AND  PASTEUP.  SEE  THURSDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

New  York,  NY  —  ‘Present  gay  sex  laws  and 
their  future  prospects,'  by  Tom  Stoddard. 
West  Side  Discussion  Group.  8:30pm.  26  9th 
Ave.  $2  donation.  Social  hour  and  refresh¬ 
ments. 

New  York,  NY  —  'Violence  between  women.' 
Gay  Women's  Alternative.  Universalist 
Church,  76th  at  Central  Park  West.  8pm.  $3 
contribution.  All  women  welcome. 


16  fri 


Boston,  UA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT. 
SEND  OUT  PAPER.  SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE 
FOR  DETAILS. 

Boston,  UA  —  FAG  RAG  Raw  Fruit  Party!!! 
Tearoom  atmos.,  dancing  til  dawn,  glorious 
holes!  6  Center  Place,  Fori  Hill,  10pm  on  and 
up.  Donation.  Call  Mike  at  GCN  for  dee-tails 
426-4469. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  A  GALAS  evening  of 
women's  films.  'World  of  light:  A  portrait  of 
May  Sarton,'  'They  are  their  own  gifts,'  and 
Ironing'  (from  the  Tillie  Olson  short  story  “I 
stand  here  ironing’  filmed  by  local  filmmaker 
Lynne  Conroy.  77  Mass  Ave.  (MIT)  Rm  6-120. 
8pm.  Donation  $2.50. 

Boston,  UA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Mt.  Greylock 
weekend,  climbing  and  -birding,  near  Pitts¬ 
burg,  MA.  Info:  Barbara  (617)  367-0394. 
Cambridge,  UA  —  AmTikva.  Shavuoth 
service.  Rosh  Chodesh  ‘Ode  to  the  Jewish 
women.'  Dairy  refreshments.  8pm.  312 
Memorial  Dr. 

Boston,  UA  —  Presidential  (Dierdre  Griswold) 
and  vice-presidential  (Larry  Holmes)  candi¬ 
dates  of  the  Worker's  World  Party  will  speak 
on  the  fight  against  racism,  the  struggle 
against  sexism  and  anti-lesbian/gay  bigotry, 
and  other  topics  at  the  Boston  YWCA,  140 
Clarendon  St.  7:30pm.  $1  donation. 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Youth 
Collective  Meetings  for  women  14-21 . 1 2  noon 
on.  Info:  861-0949. 

Boston,  UA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Shell  rowing 
in  Kittery  Maine.  All  are  welcome.  Call  Sturgis 
at  227-6167  for  info. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard. 
3-5:30pm.  Potluck  supper  follows  dancing. 
Newcomers  especially  welcome.  Info:  Judy 
661-1436  or  Dee  661-7223. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Teachers  Association 
joint  meeting  with  Gay  and  Young.  Church  of 
the  Good  Shepherd.  240  E.  31st  St.  1-3pm. 
Philadelphia,  PA  —  Giovanni's  Room  Book¬ 
store,  345  S.  12th  St.,  presents  A  Gay  Men's 
Literary  Affair.  A  reception  for  Edmund  White, 
George  Whitmore,  Felice  Picano  from 
3:30-5:30pm.  $2  donation.  From  7:30-9:30pm 
they  will  discuss  gay  men  in  contemporary 
fiction,  at  Equus,  254  S.  12th  St.  Info: 
923-2960. 

Fort  Wayne,  IN  —  Indiana  Gay/Lesbian  State 
Conference.  Workshops  on  Gay/Lesbian  Rela¬ 
tions,  Health  Issues,  Religion.  Heterosexual 
Sexism,  and  MORE!  Info:  (219)  745-4460. 


Boston,  UA  —  Feminist  composer/musician 
Therese  Edell  will  appear  in  concert  with 
Betsy  Lippltt  at  the  Boston  YWCA,  140 
Clarendon.  Tickets  $5  In  advance  (Glad  Day 
Book  Shop,  New  Words  and  Women's  Empor¬ 
ium)  or  $6  at  the  door.  7:30pm. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740AM)  Weekly  public  affairs  program  for  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  men.  10:30am. 


19  mon 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Week  Chorus.  See  May  12. 

Boston,  UA  —  Women's  Poetry  Jam.  Boston 
Arts  Group,  367  Boylston,  3rd  floor.  $3.  10pm. 
Info:  262-2010  ext  271. 


20  tues 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Janus  House  Resource 
Network  for  Lesbian  Mothers  is  sponsoring  a 
series  of  meetings.  Tonight's  topic:  Male 
children.  21  Bay  St.  $2.  Childcare  available  by 
calling  661-2537  a  week  in  advance. 


16  sun 


21  wed 


17  sat 


Cambridge,  UA  —  OUT  HERE!  Program  for 
lesbian  and  gay  youth  14-21.  Meet  us  at  MIT, 
Walker  Memorial  Bldg,  142  Memorial  Drive 
(between  Mass  Ave  and  Kendall),  Room  306. 
1:30pm.  Picnic!  We'll  bring  food,  you  bring 
frisbees.  kites  etc. 


Boston,  UA  —  Benefit  performance  of  Joe 
Orton's  “Loot”  for  Gay  Community  News  by 
The  Court  Repertory  Theatre,  Berkeley  and 
Marlborough  Sts.  7pm.  $5.  Additional  per¬ 
formances  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday 
evenings  until  May  31.  Tickets  available  at 
Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  and  Bostlx 
542-3200. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents 
Project  monthly  brunch  (third  Sundays)  for 
lesbian  mothers,  gay  fathers,  children,  lovers 
and  friends.  Info:  492-2655. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  DOB  Noon  Picnic  at 
Magazine  Beach  (opposite  Stop  n  Shop)  fol¬ 
lowed  by  softball  at  3.  Info:  661-3633.  Rain 
date  May  25. 

Boston,  UA  —  Marcia  Womongold  will  dis¬ 
cuss  her  anti-pornography  drive  on  Now  We  re 
Talking,  WCAS  10am. 

Somerville,  UA  —  Women's  Marching  Band  of 
Boston.  Rehearsals  of  the  first  and  third 
Sundays  of  each  month.  4:30-6:30pm  at 
Somervill  Women's  Center,  38  Union  Square. 


New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Teacher's  Rap  Group. 
7:30pm.  Info:  877-0063. 


23  fri 


Shirley,  NY  —  POWDER  RIDGE  CONFER¬ 
ENCE  OF  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  MALE 
FEMINIST  SOCIALISTS.  MAY  23-26.  See  ad 
this  Issue  for  details. 

Boston,  UA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Three  day 
wilderness  canoe-camping  trip  on  the  East 
Machias  River,  Machiasport,  Maine.  Info:  Roy 
(617)  625-7924  (h)  or  864-5770  x  2577  (w). 

New  York,  NY  —  New  York  Gay  Community 
Marching  Band  concert  at  Cooper  Union’s 
Great  Hall,  E.  7th  St.  and  3rd  Ave.  8pm.  Tickets 
at  Oscar  Wilde  Bookstore,  Womanbooks  and 
the  Sensuous  Bean. 

Boiton,  UA  —  Fourth  annual  Round-Up  of 
Gay  Persons  in  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Work¬ 
shops,  AA  meetings,  social  events.  For  more 
Info  and  registration  write  GPAA,  Box  8683, 
JFK  Station,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Al-Anon  too. 


The  deodllne  for  Colendor  Items  is  Tuesdoy  ot  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


